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October 30, 1981

*Divisio¡r of Fi.sh an I tfildlife'
Division of Vfater
Division of Regrrlat<>ry. Affairs
Division of Lands and Forests

-
IE
Robert F. Ftacke

Commlssioner

Kenneth Plumb, Secre !--ary
Federal Energy ReguJ.rtory Comnission
825 Ncrth Capitol, N,.8.
Ir'ashington, D.C. 2C 126

RE: Application for Exemption,
Hydro Der¡elopment Group Inc.(T) Dexter, Jefferson County,
NY. FERC project #2695-001,
DEC Project #623:t06-0252.

Dear Secret,ary plrrrù: :

The New York St ite Department of Envíronmental Conservation(DEc) * has reviewed l-.he relerenced hydroelectric proposalpursuant to the appj:;-cable provisions of the Nys ÈnvironmentarConservation Law (ECl',¡ .

DEc' as the accepted reacl agency in New york stat,e, arsocoordinated its review with the Ñew york St.ate public ServicecommissÍon, the New york state office of parks and Recreation(central Planning office and ilistoric preservation officer),the u.s. Fish and v'rirdlife service and the corps of Engi-neers.

DEC has determi.ned that development of the proposed
¡:roject in accoroanc ¡ with the following recommendations willminimize' to the maxi;rtum extenb practica6le the adverse environ-mentar conflicts tha¡: are expected to occur during theconstruction ancl operation of the station.
1. hrater Quality

The DEC has dete¡:mined that proposed project no. 26gs-oor,which includes units nos. I, 2, 1, -4,5, ãnd-6 will not



licnnct-ll I'l unüt, lit.c.r.(. r.;_ìry

contr.rvcnc the rvater quariLy stanclarcls of the Black River.The Commission's att'-'ntion is cìirected to the conditions and
r*cconrìrcrrìcl¿rtion:; incl'.rded with the scction 401 water qualitycertificatiol^issued by DEC to l-tyclro Develo¡>ment Group rnc.on May 19, 1980 for 'rnj-ts nos. 1; 2, 5, and 6, projectno. 2695-000.

2. Fish Passage

upon the completion of its review of the Dexter project
no. 2695, the.DEC re(:orunended the inclusion of a fish passagestructure to facilitate New york staters ongoing fisheries
management program for the Lower Black Rivei. rfre app.Iicant'sagreement to constru:t such a facility is contained än page 2of "Exhibit E".gf tJ-r,, apolication fo:: exemption. This ugiu.-
Tgnt will provide th,: DEC the opportunity to expand salmonidfishing opportunitie:s in the r,oiuer Black River when the needis firmly establishe'l. The applicant should arso be requi-redto provide the flows necessary to accommodate fish f.==ug".
l.u"h flow reguiremen i:s wilr bè f inal ized once the däsign ofthe passage structur..-, is completed.

3. The DEC recogniz,:s that ilre proposed run-of-river(instantaneous inflo{'=instantaneous outfrow) operatiãn atDexter and numerous rther similar stations on the LowerBlack River are stroirgly influenced by ãertain upstràamhydro operations tha.. aie beyond the scope of this review.rt is anticipated, h.-.wever, Lfqa the ongóing Federal ricensingprogress will eventu'rJ-ly provide the opfiortúnity to evaluatethese operations and ii iecessary, reacljust .,-,ir"r,t minimumflows to improve upoi: existing .o-nditio.,". The DEC, therefore,reserves the right tr: require the llydro Devel0pment Group rnc.to modify the Dexter operatio., u".oldinqly to ãonform Eo anyfuture minimum flow :mprovements.

4 ' The DEC understarrds that Lhe 30-inch flashboards mentionedin the environmental report currently exist and that no furtherinundation wil I or:r:n'- *Ã r.i
the project. 

L! occur: to riparian or tr'etl-and areas affected by

5. The DEC's Divisi-',n of Fish and Ivildrife has determined
!fu.t no apparent conllicts wltfr endangered species or significantfish and wildlife har.¡itats wil_l occur as a result of thisproj ect
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6. Thc commission's attent,i<¡n is <lirected to the applicant's
agrecment: to ¡rrovi,.'c' "extensi.ve shor:eline ,lccess to angrers"on the ¡rroject pro¡,.rrty. ,Thc DDC recommends close consulta,-tion with Fish ancl ,,ritdrife staff , office of parks andRecreation staff, and local authorities prior to and duringthe development of any recreational a"ceãs and/or facilities.

The opportuniiy for review is appreciated; please donot hesitate to cor''tact this office i¡ we can be of furtherassistance.

Director
of Regulatory Affairs

LMCIMMK: ssf

cc: Mark QuaLIen/
Fred Springer

Louis M.
Division
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Robert F. Flacl<e
Commlssione¡
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ì{r. Mark E. Qual-l-en
Hydro Development Group Inc.
250 Thompson BouLevarcl
trrlatertown, NY 1-3601-

May 19, l-980

Re: Small Llydroei.ectric Power
Project at Dexter, New York,
Black River, Jefferson Co.
DEC /É6 23-06-0252 .

Dear l{r. Qual-l-en;

Ife have revier'sed yout application of October 30, L979 for
a hÌater Qual-ity Certf-ficate pursuant to Section /+01 of the
Cl-ean tlater Act of L977 (PL 95 -2L7) for Hydro Development
Group's existing hydroelectrl-c poÌ^rer project on the Black
River, Vil-Lage of Dexter, County of Jefferîsorl, New York. This
certificate is being issued for continuance of the existing
mode of operation only.

Publtc notice of the application has been duly given
pursuant to Part 62L.7(b) óf the Unifor¡n Procedures Àct (Ufn¡
of the Environmental Conservation La\,rr, Artlcle 70-0107, and
to Part 617.10(b) of the State Environmental Quality Reviernr
Act (SEQR) of Èhe Envtronmental Conservation La!,r, Arttcle S-0113.

Based upon the foregoing, the Department of Envíronmental
Conservation (DEC) hereby certifies that tlydro DevelopmenË
Group, Inc. (HDG) will- comply with all- applicable provisions
of Sèðttons 301, 302, 303,- 306 and 307 of.- the Act, ptovidcd
that:

I. No future changes in the construction and/or changes
in the operation of the facility oceur without prf-or
approval of the DEC.

II. 'fhe applicable provisions of State laws and r rgulatio
are complied with, and



rrr. The following requírements , which slrai-l becomecorrditions 9l-3!y Federal Energy Regularory
comml-ssion (rERc) license -Eor ïire Dãxt_er pi:oject.
pursuant to secrlon 40r(d) of the Actl-are cótnptiedwith:

a. Copies of. 1ny environmental an.d/or dam safety
reports_which HDG submits to any federal, state,or local agency shall also be submitted concurrentlyto DEC.

b. All reports which IIDG provides to DEc pursuant tothis certífÍcate shall-be submi.tted to the Directorof Regulatorr Affairs in Albany and to the Regionalsupervisor of Regulatory Af fails in r,tratertown.

c. DEC reserves tÞe right to req.uire thê tiyclro Develop-
ment Group to {mplement temporary modlfications tothe proJ.9t,- if,required by- ernerþencies beyond thecontrol of the licensee, tó assule the proi:ectionof rhe quality of the water and its bíota. The DEcalso reserves the right to requÍ.re the llydro Devel-op-
ment Group to prepare studies -ancl make whatever
reasonable modifications are necessary to al-leviate
any futttre adverse impacts upon the räsou:rce that
can be directLy attributed tö the existence and
operation of the project.

rv- The Hydro Devel-opment Group shall, as di.rected by the
DEC, construct and nrainLaíà such ftsh r,assase faäillties
and cornply rvith such reasonable modtfiðat-toñs to the
operatf.on of the project as may be required to assurethe conservation and development of fish and wildLife
resources that have been idèntified with thls project.

This certificate is issued solely for the purpose of Section 401-of the Act.

rf ?!y condition of this certificate ís declared invalid,
DEC shall- reconsider the entire certificate ancl rnay i,iakeappropriate amendments or modifications as a resut-t of suóhreconsLderations .

_ + copy of this certlficate ,is bei.ng forwarded to the Secretaryof the Federal Energy Regulatory Corruniðsion.

l,lr. Marlc E. Quallen

Director
Affalrs

cc: K. Plumb, J. Kenna.



NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Notice of Determination of No Significance

January 28, 1"980

Pursuant to Section 617.1_0(b) of 6NYCRR 617 (State
Environmentai. Qual"íty Review) pertainíng to Article I of the
Environmental Conservation Law, notice is hereby given that
it has been deternined that the action described beLow wilL
not have e significant effect on the environment.

Description of Action

Hydro Developnent Group Inc. has made application to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Conmission for a License to continue
operatlng an existing run-of-stream, L740 kw hydroelectric generating
station on the Black River. Pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act of 1-977 (PL 95-2L7) the NYS Departrnent of Environnental
Conservation proposes to certify that the proposed action will not
violate federal or state water quality standards.

Location

Village of Dexter, Town of Haunsfeld, County of Jefferson.

Reasons for Determination

The continued operation and maintenance of the existing
facil"ity is conpatible with the established environment. No
physical aLterations or changes in the present mode of opetation
are proposed.

I dentif ication Nurnber

of
50

# 623-06-0252

For Further Information Contact

cc: Central Office DRA
J. Wilson
J. Kenna
E. Cobb, Supervisor
M. Qua11-en
R. Corso

Mr. Richard L. England, Buteau of Project Review, Division
Regulatory Affairs, ¡liS Dept. of Environtnental Conservation,
Wolf Road, Albany, NY L2233; telephone 518-457'2340,

erence ulran,
Division of RegulatorY Affairs



tut.s.t
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Regulatory Affairs
3 17 tü/ashington Street
Watertown, NY 1360 l-37E7
315-785-2245

APR - 5 1s94

Longdon Marsh
Acfing Cornmissioner

April 4, 1994

Mr. Ma¡k Quallen, president
Hydro Development Group
PO Box 58
Dexter, New York 13634

RE: Water Quality Certificatlons

Dear Mr. Quallen:

Thi¡ Department has reviewed al,l files which note that Hydro Development Group is an entity
P F. ownenhip or operation of hydroelectric facilities t-ocatø in Règion 6. niese facilities
include Dexter, Theresa, Diamond lsland, copenhagen, Hailsboro 3, 4, and 6, Fowler 7,

l_yqf , Port læyden, Rock Island and Denley. Region 6 is composed of the Counties of
Herkimer, Jefferson, I-ewis, Oneida and St. L¿wrence.

Based upon that review, it is noted that a Water Quality CertiFrcation, under Section 401 of the
Clean Water Act of t977, has been issued for all of Hydro Development Group's facilities. Also
based on the review, as of this date, it is shown that all of the facilities are being operated within
the conditions set forth in each Certificate.

since¡lY Youltt' . ln Il I "iltV441rA4'Vltttf
-ll-

C. Randy Vaas
Regional Supervisor of

Regulatory Affairs
Region 6

CRV:dmt


