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Dear Mr. Plumb:

a =

reviewed the Apnlication for L cense, Wonds Falis Hydropower T nujam;, FERC
Nv. 8763, Jefferson ¢ County, New York. The following comments and recomm endations
are provxded for your eonsidera tion,

Fishand wiidss: Resources

The Lower Black River Swpports a resident warmwater fishery, with smallmouth bass,
walleye, and necthern pike as imparisnt gamefish, The New York State Department of

Envir amnuntal Corservaucn annually stocks chinook szlmon, coho aa,,non, and steelhicad
trout in the Black River. Atlantie salmon, extnrpated from the region in the mid-1800',
will likely be reintroduced o the Black River in the [uture.

The Fish ani Wildkife Service's {FWS) major concemn is the passage of anadromous fish,
At prosent, salmonids are being passed over the first & dam on the river at Dexter by a
temporary fish ladder. The status of fish passage facilities wpstream from the moat
downstream dam):

Name FERC No. Status
Dexter 2695 Exempted, Temporary fish ladder
g is operational. Permanent Dassage

facility required.

Brownville 4939 Avaiting Commission action on
license. FWS prescribed fish

Glen Park 4796 Lioensed. Fish p&»sage required.
Passage fac ility in plenning stage.

The appl.cant, Power Mmmg, Inc., has agreed to provide fish DassaZe st the Woods Talln
Prejoct, after fsinimve Deen suceessfully passed at downstream plant.;.

Threatened and Endancered Sneries
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Except for occasional ransient individuals, no federally listed cr proposed endangered or
threatened species under our jurisdiction are known to exist in the project impact area,
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Tnerefore, no Biolcgical Assessment or further Section 7 consultation under the Endangered
Species Act (87 Stat, 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 153] et seq.) is required with the Fish and
Wiidlife Service. Should project plans change, or if additional information on listed or pro—
posed species becomes available, this determination may bE recoisidered.

Dam Safety

te loration i3 in an sres of high scimic risk. Iiszone 3« stion indieates the possibil-
ity of major damage in the event of an earthquake. The problem of seismie hazard was not
addressed in the document. Earthquake resistance shouid be considered in the design and

consiruetion of the dam and peowerhouse,

Trensformers

The report and application should indicate the tupes of conlante nr Thiide tn he uoed in the
gower transiormers, cireuit breakers, ard switches. If fiuids other than water are to be
used, mitigation of groundwater or surfece water effects of leaks and spills from the equip-
ment o from related storage. handling. and processing facilities, such ss containment
basing, should bz discused, ’

Recommenda tions

We recommend that the following special articles be included in any license the Commission
issues for this project:

i. The Licensee shall, far the cunservation and development of existing fish and wildlife
resources, cperate the project in a run-of-the-river mede, such that the instantaneous
downstream flow from the project, including spillage, releases, and/or leakage, is equel
to the inflow to the project impouriment.
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) its own expense, design and make operative structures and proce-
Aires in enahle amsdromous fishes to migrate upstream and downstream past the preject
F

‘ish and Wildlife Service and approved by the Commis-

3. The Licensce shall ensure that ihe design, location, installation, maintenance, repair and
speration of struetures and sereens, necessary for the upstream and downstream migra-
tion of fishes past the project, econform o the specifications of and are satisfactory ito
the Fish and Wildlife Service.

4. The Licensee shall install and make operastive the aforementioned structures and
procedures within two years of approval by the Com mission.

5. The Licensee shaii permit personne} of the Fish and Wildlife Sarmiss m ite reprecenta—
tives to inspect all of the aforementioned fishways and project records pertaining to the
construction, operation ard maintenance thereof, for the purpose of determining compli-
ance with the aforementioned preseriptions and their effectiveness in protecting, restor-
ing and enhancing fish populations, provided such inspections do not pose a significant
threat of injury or damage to personnel or property at the project.

6. The Licensee shall investigate end document in a report the effectiveness of the afore-
mentioned siructures and procedures in providing for the safe and efficient passage of
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amadromous fishes. License shall nrevide saigd feport to the Fish and Wildlife Service
and the Commission within two years of installation,
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Thank you for the Op:artunity to comment on this appliestion,
Sincerely,
, VR
/— //[//(’CA( /LV‘-df\—-//
~Broce B} rd, Direcinr

Environmental Project Review
©¢:  Mr. Fred E Springer
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