
April 29, 2021 

Low Impact Hydropower Institute 
1167 Massachusetts Avenue, Office 407 
Arlington, MA  02476 

Re:  York Haven Hydroelectric Project Recertification Application Comments 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Susquehanna River Basin Commission (Commission) appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on the Low Impact Hydropower Institute (LIHI) recertification application for the York 
Haven Hydroelectric Project (FERC P-1888).  The Commission also supports comments submitted 
by the Susquehanna River Anadromous Fish Restoration Cooperative (SRAFRC) and our partner 
agencies.    

The Commission has played an active role in FERC relicensing negotiations and was a 
signatory to the multi-agency settlement agreement concerning minimum streamflow operations 
and major modifications and improvements to resident and diadromous fish passage at the project.  
Commission staff finds the elements of the settlement agreement concerning fish passage and 
minimum streamflow are consistent with LIHI standards as well as the Commission’s 
Comprehensive Plan, and the Commission supported LIHI certification for York Haven in 2015.  

However, subsequent to the 2015 LIHI certification, a number of critical milestones needed 
to ensure on-time fulfillment of the conditions of the FERC license, Water Quality Certificate, and 
multi-agency settlement agreement have not been met.  The Commission has concerns regarding 
the lack of meaningful progress being made towards the installation of the Nature-Like Fishway 
(NLF) that is required to be in place by November 2021.   

Further, in reviewing the current recertification application we have identified concerning 
statements, particularly on page 18, which inaccurately characterize the agencies’ role in reviewing 
alternative NLF designs.  Additionally, the applicant inaccurately references an alternative NLF 
design to be selected by the agencies that would be constructed by 2024.  No such alternative NLF 
design timeline could possibly be established as no alternative design has been approved by the 
agencies.  

The applicant and the resource agencies are currently in a dispute resolution process 
initiated by York Haven centered around the project owner’s inability to finance previously agreed 
upon mitigation efforts.  Presuming York Haven implements the fish passage and protection 
prescription contained in the settlement agreement on time, the criteria outlined in section 1.19, 
“Fish Passage and Protection,” could be satisfied.  However, the Commission alone cannot make 
that final determination.  
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Given the importance of fish passage at the project and York Haven Power Company’s 
inability to complete design and construction of the NLF by the agreed-upon deadline and meet 
fish passage goals required by its FERC license and water quality certification, the Commission 
cannot support LIHI recertification at this time.  If LIHI makes a determination to recertify the 
project, the Commission recommends that a contingency be placed on the recertification to 
temporarily suspend certification until the NLF construction is complete. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide input regarding the York Haven Project 
application.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any additional questions. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew D. Dehoff 
Executive Director 

cc: Jody Smet, York Haven Power Company 
Sherry White, USFWS 
Bob Sadzinski, MDNR 
Andrew Shiels, PFBC 
Scott Williamson, PADEP 
Steve Hurst, NYSDEC 
Karen Greene, NOAA 
Aaron Henning, SRBC 
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