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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Comtu Falls Corporation and Comty Project
Falls Associates
DRDER ISSUING LICENSE
{Minor Project)
{Issued July 18, 1486} v

LomtuFalls Corporation and Comtu Falls Associates have filed
a jeintlicense application under Part | of the Federal Power Act
{Act) o cunstruct, operate, and maintain the Comtu Falls Project,
located in Windsor County, Vermont, on the Black River. The
project would affect the interests of interstate or foreign

Motice of the application has heen published. The metions
ter intervene that have been granted and the comments filed by
agencies and individuals have been fully considered in determining
whether to issue this license, as discussed below.

Summary of Findings

The proposed project would consist of an existing concrete
dam, a funcrete penstock and an existing reinforced concrete
poweriiouse contalning one existing generating unit and one new
genecating unit,

The project would have an installed capacity of 40C kW and
Woruld generate an estimated 1,300,000 kWwh annually. A proposed
project is potentia}ky_feasibie 50 long as its projected levelized

The staff has identified projected incremental energy costs in
the region as nigh as 63.7 mills/kWh. GSince the levelized cost
2F energy from the proeject is estimated ko be 53,8 mills/kWh, the
statl is reasenably confident that there will be a market for the
praoiect power at a4 price sufficient to support the project's
vanstrucktion and operation.

The dam is safe and adeguate for continuved operation. The
Commission's Yew York Reglonal Office staff inspected the project
s Meroch 29, 1984, and did not obsecrve any matters requiring
Commission action. The dam is classified ag low hazard.

An Environmental Assessment (BA) was issued for this proiect.
Backaround information, analysis of impacts, support for related
license srticles, and the basis for a finding of no significant
impact oo the epvironment are contained in the EA attached to
this order. issuance of this license is not 3 major federal
sotion significantly affecting the quality of the human environ=
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@ Diregtor, Qffice of Hydropower Licensing, concludes that
%hﬁ‘ﬂ?ﬁject would not conflict with any planned or authorized
developlent, and would be best adapted to comprehensive develop-

_ggﬁfiﬁnt'ﬁ the waterway for beneficial public uses.

tor aorders:

¥ TPET This license iz issved to Comtu Falls Corporaticn

AP onty Palle Associates (licensee) for a period of 40 years,

effective the flrst Jday of the month in which this order is
issued, to construct, operate, and maintain the Comtu Falis
Project., This license iz subjsct to the terms and conditions
the Act, which is incorporated by reference as part of this
license, and subject to the regulations the Commission issues
under the provisions of the Act.

The prolect consists of:

{i} A}l lands, to the extent of the licensee's interests
these lands, enclosed by the project boundary shown by Exhibit

Exhibit G- FERC No. 7888~

Location Map
Project Magp

{2} Project works consisting of: fa} the 4~-foot-~-high,
i28-foot~-long concrete gravity Comtu Falls Dam with a crest eleva-
tion of 382 faet mean sea level; (b} 2-fook~high flashboards:

{c} a small impoundment; {d} an intake structure at the west sids
of the dam; (e} a 6-foob by 6-fook, 65-foot~-long reinforced
concrete penstock; {£} a powerhouse with a 250-8W and a 150-kW
turbine-genervator units: {g} the §00-volt induction generator
leads, a 600/4,168-volt, 306-xVA transformer bank, & 2,400-volt
synchronous generator lead, a 2,400/4,160-volt, 500-kVA trans-
former bank, a 20~foor-long, 4,160-volt transmission lisa; ang
{h} obher appurtenances.

The project works generally described above are more speci-
fically shown and desgribed by the following portions of Exhibits
A and F:
Exnhibit F FERC No. 7888-

Plan View
Exigting Power Stakion

Proposed Fowerhouse
Addition

Dam Cross Section



cxhinin A&, Fage 4 (vii) of ene applicaction filed on Februavy
1984.

{33} All of the structures, fiwstures, eguipwent or facilities
usad Lo operate or maintain the project and located within the
project boundary, all portable property ihat may be employed in
connect Lon with the project and lecated within or outside the
project boundary, and all riparian or other rights that are
necessary or appropriate in the operation or maintenance af the
project.

{C} the Exhibit & described above and those sections of
Exhibite A and F in paragraph B above are approved and made part
of tiw Ticense.

{0r the foliowing sections of the Act waived and excluded
frie the licease for this minor project:

4ibi, except the second seatence: 4{e}, insofar as it
relates bto spproeval of plans by the Chief of Engineers
and the sSecretary of the Army: 6, insofar as it relates

are waived here; 10{c), insofar as it relates to
depreciatina reserves; LO{d}r 10(£): }4, except insofar
15 the power of condemnation is reserved; 15: 16:; 19
207 ang 2Z2.

(E) ‘thnis license is subject to the articles set forth in
Yorm L-1%, {October 1975}, entitled "Terms and Conditions of
License for Unconstructed Minor Project Affecting the Interests
of Interstabte or ST o
license is also subject

Articie 20i. The licensee shall pay the United States the
following annual charge, effective the first day of the month in
which this license is lssued:

¥or the purpose of reimbursing the United States for
the cost of admieristration of Part I of the Act, a
reasonable amount as determined in accordance with the
provisions of the Commission's regulations in effect
frowm time to time. The authorized installed capacity
for that purpose is 530 horsepower.

Articie 202. The licensee shall clear and keep cleay to an
adequate width all lands slong cpen conduits and shall dispose of
a}ll temporary Structures, unused timber, brush, vefuse, or other
material unnecessary for the purposes of the project which result
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which may die'ééring operatfcns of the préject‘shéil be removed.

srticle 301. The licensee shall commence construc&ion of
............ A T ISETRCE AT
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complete construction of the project within

Article 302. The licensee shall file one copy with the
Commission's Regional Director and two copies with the BDirector,
nivision of inspections, of the fipal contract dravings and
specifications for pertinent features of the preject., such as

- . e immm memasavheanos . and water canvevancs
The
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plans and specifications to assure 2 safe and

article 303, The licensee shall review and approve the design
mttactor-gesigned cofferdams and deep excavations prior to
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Article 384, The licensee shall within 98 days of completion
of consrruction file for approval by the Director. Divisign of
Project Management, revige:™ ™ Mivive 3 R and G oen dperribe and
show the project as-built.

Articie 403, The licensee shall discharge from the Comty
Falls Froject, a continuous winimum flow of 4 cubic feetlper
meennd {ofa) nver the dam soillway, or inflow to the project,

whichever is less. Wh?n_ghe flgy

Prior to any future constyuction at the proiect,

FU UPR J,

extent of consultation,



plan, a schedule to conduct any necessary investigations before
construction, and a copy of & letter from the SHPO acgepting the
plan, shall be Filed with the Commission 6 months before any
construction ackivity. The liceasee shall make funds avallable

in a reoasonable amount for any reguired work. If any previously
unrecorded archeclogical or historic properties are encounterad
during construction or development of any project works or other
facilitiss at the project, construction activities ia the vicinity
shall he halted, a gualified archeologist shall be consulted to
determine the eligibility of the properties for listing on the

sy mitigation, 1f the licensee and the SHPO cannoh agree on the
amount of money to be ewxpended for specific proiect archeciogical
or historical purposes, the Commission reserves the right to
require the licensee to conduct, at the licensee's own expensa,
any such work found pecessary.

avricle 483. {a} In accordance with the provisions of this
articTe, the Ticersse shall have the authority to grant permission
for nmertaia types of use aad occupancy of project lands aad waters
and Lo convey certalia interests in ' -7 ) ’ -
certain other types of use aand occupancy, withour prior Commis
spproval. The licensee may exercise the adthority only if the
proposed use and occupancy is cansistent with the purposes of
proteating and ’ ’ ' o * corm s
romnental values of the | L
shall also have continuing responsibility to supervise and control
the uses .l oo ' ’ 0 t
monitor vhe Juse of, and :
instrumen: of convesance for, any intevests bhat it has conveyed
under this articte. If a permitbed use and occupancy violates any
condition of this article or any other condition Llmposed by the
liv- nsee for protection and enhancement of the project's seenic,
recreational, or other environmental values, or if a covenant of
conveyaace made under the authority of this articie is viglated,
the licensee shall take any lawful action necessary to c¢orrect the

violation. For a permithed use or ocsupancy, that action includes,

if necesssry, cencelling the permission to use and occupy the
project lands and waters and requiring the removal of any non-com-
plying structures and facilities. :

{h} The types of use and occupancy of projec: lands and
waters for which the licensee may grant peemission withoetr prior
Commission approval ave: {1} landscape plantings: {21 non-
commercial piers, landings, boat docks, or similar strustures
and facilities that can accommodate no amore than 19 water craft
at a time and where said facility is intended to secve single«
family type dwellings; and (3} embankments, bulkheads, retsiaing

walls, or similar structures for erosion control to protect the
existing shoreline. To the extent feasible and desirable to pro-
tect and enhance the project's sceni¢,_;ecreagiona}. ?nd other

construction, (2} consider whether the plaanting of vegetation or
the use of riprap would be adeguate to controil erosion at the site,
and (3) determine that the h ’ Sfee e emmAedk and

establish a program for issuing

guidelines, and procedures
o reqguire modification of

the use for which the intarest was conveyed.

{d} ‘The licensee may convey fee title to, easements or
rights~of~way across, or leases of project lands for: {1} con-
struction of new bridges or roads for which all necessary state and
federa} approvals have been cbtained; (2} sewer or effluent lines
that discharge into project waters, for which all necessary federal
and state water guality certificates or permits have been obtained;



(3} other pipelines that cross project lands or waters but do not
discharge into project waters: {4) non-project overhead electric
rransmission ' o CEmrmT o mmmenheas

iocatad at least one-

marina: (&) recreational development consistent Wlth an approveds
Exhibit K or approved report on yecreational resources of an Exhibit
B a;d {7} other uses, if: (i} the amount of land conveyed for a
particular use is five acres ov less: {i3) 211 of the land conveyed
is lacated at least 75 feet, measured horizontally, from the edge

el i infana Aalaaabkisane and

devaetlopment are conveyed under this clause {d2)(7} in any calendar
At least 45 days before conveying any interest in project
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t5 the Direckor,

magp may he usedi. nature of the proposed use, the identity of
any fwileral or stabe ' o N
stste approvais requi

within 45 days Lrom the filing date, reguires the licensee Lo

an application for pricr approval, the ticensee may convey the
intended interest at the end of that period.

le} The tollowing additisnal copditions apply to any
intended conveyance under paragraphs {<} or {d) of this
articlie:

sefore conveying the interest, the licenses shall

agencies, as appropriate, and the Stare Historic Preservation
Gfficer.

{2} Before conveying the interest, the licensee ghall
determine that the proposed use of the tands to he conveyed
not inconsistent with any approved Bxhibit R or approved

. . - ol fhiie T mwn LE 2w
sroject does not have an approved ExBLDLL K OF approveu iwpy
an recreaticnal resources, that the lands to be coaveyed do
not have recreational value.
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the lands conveved shall not enéanéer health, creatse a nuisance,
or otherwiﬁg be incompatiblie with overall preoject recreational
use: and (i3} the grantee shall take ali reasonable precautions

te ensure that the construction, operation, and malatenance of
structures or facilities on the conveyed lands wili ocour in a
manner that will protect the scenie, recreational, and environ-
mental values of the project.

{4} The Commission reserves the right to reguire the
licensee to take reasonable remedial sction to gorvect any
violation of the terms and conditions of this article, for the
protection and enhancement of the project's scenic, recreational,
and other environmental values.

conveyance of an Interest in project lands under this

C o ae masimsdaed A Fho

O
control, including shoreline
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article from the project shall be conszolidated for consideration
when revised Exhibit 6 or K drawings would be filed for approval

for other purposes.

{g) The authority granted to the licensee under this article
shall not apply to any part of the public lands and reservations of
the United States included withia the project boundary.

(F) This order is issued under authority delegated to the
Director and is final unless appealed under Rule 1302 to the
Comuission by any e TRA s Fan kb bnenanca dabe O
this order., Filing an e e — e
this order or any date specified in this ovder unless otherwise
ordered by the Commission. The ticonsee's failuy Srowmd
grder shail constitubte acoeptance of the ligcense.

unt
Dirsctor. Office of
Hydropower Licensing





