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Notice of Certification Application Filing

School Street Project (FERC No. 2539) 
Portland, Maine (November 20, 2009) – The Low Impact Hydropower Institute (LIHI) announced today that Erie Boulevard Hydro, L.P. (“Applicant”)  has submitted an application for certification of the School Street Hydroelectric Project (“School Street” or “Project”) which is located on the Mohawk River in Albany and Saratoga Counties, New York, and does not occupy any federal lands.
Project Description 
The School Street Project includes a 1,280-foot-long, 16-foot-high masonry gravity overflow-type dam that impounds a 100-acre reservoir with a normal maximum water surface elevation of 156.1 feet U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) datum, and an adjacent 375-foot-long, 18-foot-high ice fender. The 206-foot-long upper gatehouse, with nine timber slide gates and three steel Taintor gates, controls flows to a 4,400-foot- long, 150-foot-wide power canal located along the west bank of the river, conveying water to a 152-foot-long lower gatehouse with five steel headgates equipped with 3.1- inch clear bar spaced trashracks, leading to five 190-foot-long penstocks, four 11-foot- diameter, and one 13-foot-diameter, which in turn lead to a powerhouse containing five generating units with a total installed capacity of 38,800 kilowatts (kW). Project power is transmitted to the regional grid by six 350-foot-long transmission lines. The power canal, penstocks, and powerhouse bypass a reach of the Mohawk River that is over 4,500 feet long and includes Cohoes Falls, a 65-foot natural waterfall.

The School Street Project dam was constructed in 1831. Electric power generation commenced in 1916, and additional generating units were added in 1922 and 1925. The 16-foot-high dam, located about 4,000 feet above Cohoes Falls, impounds a 100 acre reservoir. Water is diverted at the dam to a power canal, through which it is conveyed to a powerhouse just below Cohoes Falls, and then is returned to the Mohawk River. The FERC issued an original license for the project to Niagara Mohawk on June 11, 1969, with a term expiring on December 31, 1993. The licensing process for the School Street plant has spanned many years.  Niagara Mohawk, one of the previous owners of the plant, originally applied for a new license back in 1991. Green Island Power Authority (“GIPA”) did not seek to intervene in the process until 2004, which FERC later ruled was too late.
GIPA, which operates a seven-megawatt hydro plant in the Village of Green Island, has been trying for years to build a 100-megawatt hydro plant on the Mohawk River, just above the historic falls.  Those plans were dealt a serious blow two years ago when the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) granted, Brookfield Renewable Energy, a 40-year license on the School Street Project which is located at the bottom of the falls.   During the relicensing process, GIPA had been trying to get FERC to consider its own plan, which has an estimated price tag of $75 million, as an alternative to the Brookfield plant. The August 2009 decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit overturned FERC's 2007 order granting Brookfield a new license. The court sent the case back to the Commission to reconsider, arguing that the  FERC  "abused its discretion" by shutting GIPA out of the process.   
Since the 2009 court decision, the Applicant who has already spent millions of dollars building new park areas with views and historical interpretations of the Cohoes Falls said it is moving forward with plans to expand the School Street Project as part of the requirements of its FERC license.  Brookfield has also dredged a power canal that diverts water around the falls to the powerhouse.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
We encourage public comments on this application. Specifically, we are interested in knowing whether you think the School Street Project meets our LIHI criteria. Review the program and criteria in greater detail and then review the School Street Project’s application. Comments that are directly tied to specific LIHI criteria (flows, water quality, fish passage, etc) will be most helpful, but all comments will be considered. 

Comments may be submitted to the Institute by e-mail at info@lowimpacthydro.org  with " School Street Project comments" in the subject line; by fax at (206) – 984-3086; or by mail addressed to LIHI, 34 Providence Street, Portland, ME, 04103. Comments must be received at the Institute on or before 5 pm Eastern time on January 20, 2010 to be considered. All comments will be posted to the web site and the applicant will have an opportunity to respond. Any response will also be posted. 
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For further information about the any of the projects certified as Low Impact, please contact Fred Ayer, LIHI Executive Director at (207) 773-8190, or visit the LIHI website at www.lowimpacthydro.org.  LIHI is a nonprofit organization that certifies environmentally low impact hydropower facilities nationwide to help energy consumers, and to support market incentives for reducing the effects of hydropower dams on the nation’s rivers and streams.  
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