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LOW-IMPACT HYDROPOWER POWER INSTITUTE CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
 

SCHOOL STREET HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT (FERC NO. 2539) 

 
 

1.0 FACILITY DESCRIPTION  
 
The School Street Hydroelectric Project, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) No. 2539 
(Project), is owned and operated by Erie Boulevard Hydro, L.P. (Erie) and is located along the Mohawk 
River in Cohoes, New York, 2.5 miles upstream of the river’s confluence with the Hudson River.  From 
its source in Lewis County, the Mohawk River flows generally east through the Mohawk Valley, 
passing by cities of Rome, Utica, Little Falls, Canajoharie, Amsterdam, and Schenectady and has a 
mainstem of 149 miles.  The Mohawk River drains an area that is approximately 3,412 square miles in 
size.  The river and its supporting canal, the Erie Canal, connect the Hudson River and port of New York 
with the Great Lakes at Buffalo, New York.  The lower part of the Mohawk River has five permanent 
dams, nine movable dams (seasonal), and five active hydropower facilities (McBride, 2009).  The 
Crescent Project operated by NYPA is located approximately 0.8 miles upstream of the School Street 
dam.  The New York State Dam Project operated by Boralex is located approximately 1.7 miles 
downstream of the School Street dam.  
 

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The Project includes a 1,280-foot-long, 16-foot-high concrete-capped stone masonry gravity overflow-
type dam that impounds a l00-acre reservoir with a normal maximum water surface elevation of 156.1 
feet U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) datum, and an adjacent 328-foot-long, 18-foot-high ice fonder.  
 
The canal headgate structure, or upper gatehouse, is constructed of reinforced concrete and masonry and 
is comprised of two major sections measuring approximately 206-feet-long. The larger, easternmost 
portion measures approximately 124-feet-long by 13.5-feet-wide by 39-feet-high and incorporates nine 
vertical slide gates, each measuring 8.2-feet-wide by 9.5-feet-high.  The smaller western portion 
measures approximately 82-feet-long by 25-feet-wide by 40-feet-high and incorporates three steel tainter 
gates each measuring 20-feet-wide by 11-feet-high.  The spillway does not contain a low-level outlet; 
however, there is a canal gate just downstream of the upper gatehouse which is used to release minimum 
flow requirements to the bypass reach of the Mohawk River.   
 
The upper gatehouse controls flow to a 4,400-foot-long, 150-foot-wide and 14-feet-deep power canal 
located along the west (right) bank of the river, conveying water to a 180-foot-wide bar rack structure 
equipped with 1-inch clear spaced trash racks. Water is then conveyed to the 152-foot-long lower 
gatehouse or penstock intake structure.  The lower gatehouse is equipped with five steel headgates that 
measure 16-feet-high by 21-feet-wide.  From the lower gatehouse, five 190-foot-long penstocks lead to 
the powerhouse containing five generating units with a total installed capacity of 38,800 kilowatts (kW).  
 
Project power is transmitted to the regional grid by six 350-foot-long transmission lines.  The power 
canal, penstocks, and powerhouse bypass a reach of the Mohawk River that is over 4,500 feet long and 
includes Cohoes Falls, a 65-foot natural waterfall.  Additionally, aquatic and aesthetic flows are provided 
at the dam and upper gatehouse via two PLC controlled inflatable flashboard systems and one PLC 
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controlled slide gate.  Downstream fish passage is provided by a fish-separation chamber and fish 
transport pipe which are located adjacent to the lower gate house.  The project also includes public 
access at both Overlook Park and Falls View Park. 
 

 

 
 

FIGURE 1:  OVERVIEW OF SCHOOL STREET HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT FEATURES 
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1.2 PROJECT OPERATIONS 
 
The Project is operated as a run-of-river facility. When the Project is not operating, all flows 
are spilled from the dam. The more than 4,500-foot-long bypass reach includes Cohoes Falls, 
a 90-foot-high and 1,000-foot-long natural waterfall. 
 
For the protection of this bypass reach, the Project provides a seasonal aquatic habitat 
minimum flow, or inflow, whichever is less, and an aesthetic flow of 500 cfs into the 
Mohawk River bypassed reach. These minimum flows are used to enhance the aesthetics 
and aquatic habitats of the Project area. 
 
1.3 REGULATORY AND COMPLIANCE HISTORY 
 
Since issuance of the 2014 LIHI Certification for the School Street Project, the following 

notable actions have occurred as documented within the FERC e-library: 
 

 On August 31, 2015, Erie filed an Amendment for Non-Capacity Amendment of 
License (modification of Project boundary).1 

 On April 1, 2016, FERC issued an Order Amending License to Remove Lands 
from the Project Boundary.2 

 On July 15, 2016, Erie filed a Temporary Fish Passage Outage Report, with 
agency correspondence included.3 

 On September 30, 2016, Erie filed an Exhibit G update to reflect the new 
Project boundary.4 

 On November 15, 2016, FERC issued an Order Approving Revised Exhibit G 
Drawings.5 

 On February 8, 2019, Erie filed the annual HPMP report.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 20150831-5418 
2 155 FERC ¶ 62,002 
3 20160715-5129 
4 20160930-5145 
5 157 FERC ¶ 62,117 
6 20190208-5079 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=13974798
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=14187883
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=14309860
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=14366564
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=14398974
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=15159080
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1.4 SCHOOL STREET FACILITY DESCRIPTION INFORMATION (LIHI CERTIFICATE 
#63) 

 
TABLE 1. FACILITY DESCRIPTION INFORMATION FOR SCHOOL 

STREET HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT (LIHI #63) 
 

Information 

Type 
Variable Description Response (and reference to further details) 

Name of the 

Facility 

Facility name (use 
FERC project name if 
possible) 

School Street Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2539) 
referred to as the Project throughout this application. 

Location 

River name (USGS 
proper name) Mohawk River 

River basin name Mohawk River Drainage Basin (See Appendix B) 
Nearest town, county, 
and state Cohoes, New York 

River mile of dam above 
next major river The Project is located at RM 2.9 on the Mohawk River. 

Geographic latitude 42°47'48"N 
Geographic longitude 73°42'48"W 

Facility 

Owner 

Application contact 
names: 

Daniel Maguire P.E., Compliance 
Manager, Brookfield Renewable 
Energy group 

Facility owner 
(individual and 
company names) 

Erie Boulevard Hydro, L.P, a subsidiary of 
Brookfield Renewable Energy Group, 184 Elm 
Street Potsdam NY 13676 

Operating affiliate (if 
different from owner) N/A 

Representative in LIHI 
certification 

Jot Splenda 
Louis Berger - WSP 
1001 Wade Ave # 400, Raleigh, NC 27605 

Regulatory 

Status 

FERC Project Number, 
issuance and expiration 
dates 

Project No. 2539 
Issued: 2/15/2007 (40 
years) Expires: 
2/14/2047 

FERC license type or 
special classification Major 

Water Quality 
Certificate identifier and 
issuance date, plus 
source agency name 

A Water Quality Certificate (WQ-4-0103-00027/0001) 
was issued by the New York Department of 
Environmental Conservation on October 10, 2006 
(Appendix C). 
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Hyperlinks to key 
electronic records on 
FERC e-library website 
(e.g., most recent 
Commission Orders, 
WQC, ESA documents, 
etc.) 

2007 FERC License 
WQC 

Power 

Plant 

Character- 

istics 

Date of initial operation 
(past or future for 
operational applications) 

The School Street facility was constructed between in 
1831 and hydroelectric generation commenced in 1916, 
with additional generating units added in 1922 and 
1925. 

Total name-plate 
capacity (MW) 38.8 MW 

Average annual 
generation (MWh) 173,000 MWH 

Number, type, and size 
of turbines, including 
maximum and minimum 
hydraulic capacity of 
each unit 

The powerhouse contains five vertical Francis turbines, 
each with a capacity of 7,760 kW, for a total of 38,800 
kW of installed capacity. The Project’s minimum 
hydraulic capacity is 775 cfs while the maximum 
hydraulic capacity is 6,600 cfs. 

 
The turbines are direct-connected to five General Electric 
Company generators. #1 – #4 9,000 KVA; #5 – 12,500 
KVA. 
 

Modes of operation 
(run-of-river, peaking, 
pulsing, seasonal 
storage, etc.) 

Run-of-River; Continuous varying seasonal minimum 
flow is passed through the downstream fish passage 
facilities year-round. 

Dates and types of 
major equipment 
upgrades 

No major equipment upgrades have occurred at the 
Project. 

Dates, purpose, and type 
of any recent operational 
changes 

No major operational changes have occurred at the Project. 

Plans, authorization, and 
regulatory activities for 
any facility upgrades 

No major facility upgrades are planned in the near future. 

Character- 

istics of 

Dam, 

Diversion, 

or Conduit 

Date of construction School Street facility was built in 1831. 
Dam height 16-feet-high 

Spillway elevation and 
hydraulic capacity 

1,280-feet-long; crest elevation of 156.1 feet mean sea 
level (msl). 

 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11258518
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11152090
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Information 

Type 
Variable Description Response (and reference to further details) 

   

 
Tailwater elevation 

The normal tailwater elevation is 141 feet msl.  

Length and type of all 
penstocks and water 
conveyance structures 
between reservoir and 
powerhouse 

A power canal running parallel to the river carries 
plant flow 4,400-feet from the intake to five 190-
foot-long steel penstocks.  

Dates and types of 
major, generation- 
related infrastructure 
improvements 

Between 2007 and 2009 Brookfield conducted power 
canal excavation of 44,000 cubic yards of earth and 
rock to increase the hydraulic conveyance capacity of 
the power canal.   

Designated facility 
purposes 

The purpose of this facility is to generate power 
to be supplied to the local grid. 

Water source Mohawk River 
Water discharge 
location or facility 

Water utilized by the Project discharges directly into 
the waters of the Mohawk River directly below the 
Powerhouse. 

Characte- 

ristics of 

Reservoir 

and 

Watershed 

Gross volume The 100-acre impoundment has a useable storage capacity 
of 
788 acre-feet at 156.1 feet msl. 

Surface area at full pool 

At full pool of 156.1 feet msl, the Project impoundment 
is approximately 100 acres. 

Maximum water surface 
elevation (ft. MSL) 156.1 feet msl 

Maximum and 
minimum volume and 
water surface elevations 
for designated power 
pool, if available 

This is a run-of-river Project. No power pool available. 
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Upstream dam(s) by 
name, ownership, FERC 
number (if applicable), 
and river mile 

Upstream Dam: Crescent Project  
Owner: NYPA 
FERC No.: 4678 
River Mile (RM): 
13.6 Status: In 
Service 

 
Upstream Dam: Vischer Ferry  
Owner: NYPA 
FERC No.: 
4679  
RM: 3.5 
Status: In Service 
 
Downstream Dam: New York State 
Dam 
Owner: Boralex 
FERC No.: 
N/A  
RM: 1.3 
Status: In Service 
 
See Appendix B for a map of Mohawk River dam 
locations in the Project vicinity. Updated Mohawk River 
dam information comes from New York DEC Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Maps: 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/103459.html 
 

 

Operating agreements 
with upstream or 
downstream reservoirs 
that affect water 
availability, if any, and 
facility operation 

Historically, the School Street Project was operated 
as a store and release facility in conjunction with the 
upstream licensed Crescent Project and Vischer 
Ferry Project.  In 2000, the licenses for the two 
upstream projects were amended to require that their 
respective surface elevations be maintained within 6 
inches below the top of the dam (top of flashboards 
during the navigation season).  As a result, the 
School Street Project is now operating in a run-of-
river mode because the restrictions on the reservoir 
elevation at the upstream projects produce a more 
even daily distribution of flow during periods of off-
peak and peak power demand. 

 

Area inside FERC project 
boundary, where 
appropriate 147 acres +/- 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/103459.html
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Hydrologic 

Setting 

Average annual flow at 
the dam 

5,942 cfs 

 
Average monthly flows 
of Mohawk River at 
Cohoes, NY.   
 
USGS Gage 01357500 

Annual Monthly Mean for 
the period 1917-2018: 
 

January – 6,060 cfs 
February – 5,910 cfs  
March – 11,300 cfs  
April – 13,900 cfs  
May – 6,790 cfs 
June – 3,990 cfs 
July – 2,610 cfs  
August – 1,990 cfs  
September – 2,440 cfs 
October – 3,760 cfs  
November – 5,740 cfs  
December – 6,710 cfs 

 
 

Location and name of 
relevant stream gauging 
stations above and 
below the facility 

USGS Gage 01357500 is located at: 
 
Lat 42°47'07.4", long 73°42'28.0", Albany County, NY, 
Hydrologic Unit 02020004, on right bank at School Street 
powerhouse in Cohoes, and 2.0 mi upstream from mouth.  
Drainage area at gage is 3,450 square miles.  

  

Watershed area at the 
dam 

The drainage area upstream of the Project is approximately 
3,450 square miles. 

 

Number of zones of 
effect 

Three (3) Zones of Effect (ZOE): 
Impoundment ZOE 
Bypass Reach ZOE 
Downstream ZOE 

  See Appendix A for a depiction of Project ZOEs. 

Designated 

Zones of 

Effect 

Upstream and 
downstream locations 
by river miles 

Zone 1 Impoundment ZOE: RM 3.5 (Crescent Dam) to 
RM 2.9 (School Street Dam) 

 
Zone 2 Bypass Reach ZOE: RM 2.9 (School Street Dam) to 
RM 2.1 (School Street powerhouse tailrace) 

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/ny/nwis/inventory/?site_no=01357500&agency_cd=USGS
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  Zone 3 Downstream ZOE: RM 2.1 (Powerhouse tailrace) to 
RM 1.3 (New York State Dam) 

 Type of waterbody 
(river, impoundment, 
by-passed reach, etc.) 

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
National Wetlands Inventory7, the Impoundment ZOE is 
classified as a lake area, the Bypass Reach ZOE is 
classified as a riverine area above Cohoes Falls and 
classified as a lake area below Cohoes Falls, and the 
Downstream ZOE is classified as a lake area. 

 

Delimiting structures 

Upstream ZOE: Crescent Dam RM 3.5 to School Street 
Dam RM 2.9 
 
Bypass Reach ZOE: School Street Dam RM 2.9 to New 
York State Dam RM 1.3 
 
Downstream ZOE: School Street Dam 2.9 to New York 
State Dam RM 1.3 

 

Designated uses by state 
water quality agency 

New York Department of Environmental Conservations 
designates waters in the Mohawk River near the School 
Street Project watershed as a Class C fresh surface waters.  

 
Class C fresh surface waters of New York are managed to 
achieve and maintain a level of quality that fully supports 
the following designated uses: fishing, aquatic biota, 
wildlife, and primary/secondary contact recreation.  These 
waters shall be suitable for fish, shellfish and wildlife 
propagation and survival. The water quality shall be 
suitable for primary and secondary contact recreation, 
although other factors may limit the use for these 
purposes.8 

                                                      
7 https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/ 

8 https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/23853.html  

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/23853.html
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Information 

Type 
Variable Description Response (and reference to further details) 

Additional 

Contact 

Information 

Names, addresses, 
phone numbers, and e- 
mail for local state and 
federal resource 
agencies 

Please see section 4.0 for the Project Contacts Form 

Names, addresses, 
phone numbers, and e- 
mail for local non- 
governmental 
stakeholders 

Please see section 4.0 for the Project Contacts Form 

Photograph 

s and Maps 

Photographs of key 
features of the facility 
and each of the 
designated zones of 
effect 

Please see Appendix A for photographs of key features of 
the facility and identification of each designated ZOE, and 
for project drawings. 

Maps, aerial photos, 
and/or plan view 
diagrams of facility area 
and river basin 

Please see Appendix B for aerial photos of facility area and 
river basin. 

 

2.0 STANDARDS MATRICES  
 
2.1 IMPOUNDMENT ZOE 

Criterion 
Alternative Standards 

1 2 3 4 Plus 
A. Ecological Flow Regimes X     
B. Water Quality  X    
C. Upstream Fish Passage X     
D. Downstream Fish Passage  X    
E. Watershed and Shoreline Protection X     
F. Threatened and Endangered Species Protection  X    
G. Cultural and Historic Resources Protection  X    
H. Recreational Resources X     

 
2.2 BYPASS REACH ZOE 

Criterion 
Alternative Standards 

1 2 3 4 Plus 
A. Ecological Flow Regimes  X    
B. Water Quality  X    
C. Upstream Fish Passage X     
D. Downstream Fish Passage  X    
E. Watershed and Shoreline Protection X     
F. Threatened and Endangered Species Protection  X    
G. Cultural and Historic Resources Protection  X    
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Criterion 
Alternative Standards 

1 2 3 4 Plus 
H. Recreational Resources  X    

 
2.3 DOWNSTREAM ZOE 

Criterion 
Alternative Standards 

1 2 3 4 Plus 
A. Ecological Flow Regimes X     
B. Water Quality  X    
C. Upstream Fish Passage X     
D. Downstream Fish Passage X     
E. Watershed and Shoreline Protection X     
F. Threatened and Endangered Species Protection  X    
G. Cultural and Historic Resources Protection  X    
H. Recreational Resources  X    
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3.0 SUPPORTING INFORMATION  
 
3.1 ECOLOGICAL FLOWS STANDARDS: IMPOUNDMENT ZOE 

 
Criterion Standard Instructions 

A 1 Not Applicable / De Minimis Effect: 
 Confirm the location of the powerhouse relative to other 

dam/diversion structures to establish that there are no bypassed 
reaches at the facility. 

 If Run-of-River operation, provide details on how flows, water 
levels, and operation are monitored to ensure such an operational 
mode is maintained. 

 In a conduit project, identify the water source and discharge points 
for the conduit system within which the hydropower plant is 
located. 

 For impoundment zones only, explain how fish and wildlife habitat 
within the zone is evaluated and managed – NOTE: this is required 
information, but it will not be used to determine whether the 
Ecological Flows criterion has been satisfied. All impoundment 
zones can apply Criterion A-1 to pass this criterion. 

 
 There is no bypassed reach located within the Impoundment ZOE.

 In accordance with the section 3.1 of the Offer of Settlement (Settlement) and 
Water Quality Certification (WQC) Condition 8, the Project is operated as a run of 
river facility and limits impoundment fluctuation to 0.5-foot below the permanent 
dam crest elevation of 156.1 feet msl.  The New York Department of 
Environmental Conservation (New York DEC) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) are notified whenever the 0.5-foot limit is exceeded for a duration of 30 
minutes or longer; only drawdowns below 1.0 foot for 30 minutes or longer are 
reported to the Commission.
The Project’s 2007 Streamflow and Water Level Monitoring Plan (prescribed by section 
3.4 of the Settlement, WQC Condition 10, and License Article 401), as approved by 
FERC Order dated September 26, 20079, outlines flow management for the facility.  As 
outlined within the plan, Erie measures the impoundment level at the Project using 
impoundment remote gauging equipment upstream of the existing ice fender.  The 
impoundment elevation is sampled and recorded every minute and an hourly average 
elevation is calculated and stored at the Hydro Control Center.  The hourly elevation is 
recorded to the nearest 0.1 foot. 

 This is not a conduit project.

 The Project’s run-of-river operations create a stable impoundment environment.  Since 
2009 five impoundment fluctuation excursions have occurred.  The most recent event 
occurred on December 31, 2017 with the impoundment water level below the FERC 
regulatory low level for 2 hours and 52 minutes.  FERC did not find any of these as 

                                                      
9 120 FERC ¶ 62,210 

https://elibrary-backup.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11461912
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license violations.  
 
ECOLOGICAL FLOWS STANDARDS: BYPASS REACH ZOE 
 

Criterion Standard Instructions 

A 2 Agency Recommendation (see Appendix A for definitions): 
 Identify the proceeding and source, date, and specifics of the 

agency recommendation applied (NOTE: there may be more than 
one; identify and explain which is most environmentally 
stringent). 

 Explain the scientific or technical basis for the agency 
recommendation, including methods and data used. This is 
required regardless of whether the recommendation is or is not 
part of a Settlement Agreement. 

 Explain how the recommendation relates to agency 
management goals and objectives for fish and wildlife. 

 Explain how the recommendation provides fish and wildlife 
protection, mitigation and enhancement (including in-stream 
flows, ramping and peaking rate conditions, and seasonal and 
episodic instream flow variations). 

 
 In accordance with section 3.1 of the Settlement and WQC Condition 8, the Project is 

operated as a run-of-river facility. When the Project is not operating, all flows are spilled 
from the dam.  In accordance with section 3.2.2 of the Settlement and WQC Condition 9, 
Erie provides a continuous minimum flow (Table 2), or inflow, whichever is less, into the 
Mohawk River bypassed reach via flow release structures on each end of the Project dam. 
This minimum flow is used to enhance the aquatic habitats of the Project area.



 In accordance with section 3.2.3 of the Settlement and WQC Condition 9(c), Erie 
undertook modifications to the river’s bottom in the bypass reach to optimize the 
distribution of the aquatic habitat minimum flows into the existing channel downstream of 
the dam.  No streambed modifications were allowed at or near Cohoes Falls to maintain 
its visual integrity.   


TABLE 2.  AQUATIC HABITAT MINIMUM FLOW TO THE BYPASS REACH 
 Release Location  

Time Period Release at North/Left 
end of Dam 

 (cfs) 

Release at South/Right 
end of Dam  

(cfs) 

Total  
 

(cfs) 
December 1 to  
March 31 

30 90 120 

April 1 to April 14 45 90 135 
April 15 to  
November 30 

45 200 245 

 
 In accordance with section 3.3 of the Settlement and License Article 402, Erie provides an 

aesthetic flow of at least 500 cfs into the bypass reach to provide aesthetic flows over 
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Cohoes Falls during daylight hours on weekends and Federal holidays from May 15 to 
October 31. 
 

 The Settlement’s aquatic habitat minimum flow schedule (Table 2) is based on a Delphi-
type exercise conducted in 2002 and 2003 among Erie, FWS, New York DEC, and other 
NGO participants, the study included an evaluation of flow releases at the north and south 
flow release locations.  Due to the morphology of the streambed, it was determined that a 
significant amount of riffle habitat located on the northern side of the bypassed reach 
could not be wetted solely by use of the south release gate, even at the highest flow 
releases.  Therefore, the study participants determined that releases from a north location 
were needed to enhance the riffle habitat on the northern side of the bypassed reach.  The 
participants found that releasing the flows discussed in Table 2 through the two release 
locations, in combination with the channel modifications, would maximize the wetted area 
in the upper portion of the bypassed reach without adversely affecting the scenic nature of 
Cohoes Falls.   
 
The results of the Delphi exercise also confirm IFIM study results conducted for the same 
summer period.  Based on the IFIM study results, benthic macroinvertebrate habitat 
increases dramatically as flows increase to 200 cfs, with additional minor increases at 
flows up to 300 cfs.  Settlement participants determined the 245-cfs minimum flow under 
the Settlement would provide comparable benefits to flow levels recommended in the 
final EA for macroinvertebrates and fish during the spawning, growing, and rearing 
seasons.  In addition to the benefits of the seasonal minimum flow provisions to fish and 
invertebrate habitat, the minimum flows during the summer months would provide more 
stable water temperatures and dissolved oxygen levels than existing conditions, because 
the larger volume of water would be less responsive to fluctuations due to atmospheric 
conditions.   
 
During the winter period, study participants determined that the habitat for fish would 
change little, since most fish would be overwintering in the pools, which are relatively 
insensitive to changes in flows. On the other hand, some reduction in macroinvertebrate 
habitat would be expected as flows decrease from the summer level of 245 cfs to the 
winter season level of 120 cfs, because most of the reductions would occur in the 
shallower riffle areas. However, it is not expected that these habitat reductions would have 
much of an impact on the benthic resources or food supply for fish for several reasons. A 
flow release of 120 cfs would continue to wet the valuable riffle habitat located at the 
upper end of the bypassed reach along the northern shore, areas between the two large 
pools, and the higher gradient areas approaching Cohoes Falls. Any benthic invertebrate 
habitat that is desiccated during the winter period would be quickly colonized from 
populations upstream of the bypassed reach once flows are increased in the spring. Also, 
the reliance of the fish community of the bypassed reach on the benthic population as a 
food source would be less during the overwintering period due to slower metabolic rates 
and reduced feeding activity.    
 
 
 
 

 



18 
 

ECOLOGICAL FLOWS STANDARDS: DOWNSTREAM ZOE 
Criterion Standard Instructions 

A 1 Not Applicable / De Minimis Effect: 
 Confirm the location of the powerhouse relative to other 

dam/diversion structures to establish that there are no bypassed 
reaches at the facility. 

 If Run-of-River operation, provide details on how flows, water 
levels, and operation are monitored to ensure such an operational 
mode is maintained. 

 In a conduit project, identify the water source and discharge points 
for the conduit system within which the hydropower plant is 
located. 

 For impoundment zones only, explain how fish and wildlife habitat 
within the zone is evaluated and managed – NOTE: this is required 
information, but it will not be used to determine whether the 
Ecological Flows criterion has been satisfied. All impoundment 
zones can apply Criterion A-1 to pass this criterion. 

 
 In accordance with section 3.1 of the Settlement and WQC Condition 8, the Project is operated as a 

run-of-river facility. When the Project is not operating, all flows are spilled from the dam. 
 

 

3.2 WATER QUALITY STANDARDS: ALL ZOES 
Criterion Standard Instructions 

B 2 Agency Recommendation: 
 If facility is located on a Water Quality Limited river reach, provide 

an agency letter stating that the facility is not a cause of such 
limitation. 

 Provide a copy of the most recent Water Quality Certificate, 
including the date of issuance. 

 Identify any other agency recommendations related to water quality 
and explain their scientific or technical basis. 

 Describe all compliance activities related to the water quality 
related agency recommendations for the facility, including on-going 
monitoring, and how those are integrated into facility operations. 

 
 The 2016 State of New York 303(d) List of Impaired Waters10 does not identify the 

waters in the Project area as being impaired. However, the New York DEC lists 
numerous portions of the upper Mohawk River on its 2016 List of Priority Surface 
Waters. 

 New York DEC issued a Project WQC on October 10, 2006 (see Appendix C for a copy 
of the WQC).  

 
 

                                                      
10 https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/303dListfinal2016.pdf 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/303dListfinal2016.pdf
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3.3 UPSTREAM FISH PASSAGE STANDARDS: ALL ZOES 
Criterion Standard Instructions 

C 1 Not Applicable/De Minimis Effect: 
 The facility does not create a barrier to upstream passage, or 
 There are no migratory fish in the vicinity of the facility and the 

facility is nor the cause of extirpation of such species if they had 
been present historically 

 
 Cohoes Falls located below the Project dam in the bypass reach is a natural barrier to the 

upstream movement of anadromous fish in the Mohawk River and specifically through 
the Project area.  American Eel is present in the Mohawk River and historically have been 
able to pass upstream through the Project area and over Cohoes Falls.  In addition, 
Blueback Herring have become established upstream of the Project because of migrating 
upstream, not over Cohoes Falls, but instead through the nearby Erie Canal lock and 
canal system, and then dropping back downstream on the Mohawk River through the 
Project.   



 FERC License Article 408 reserves the Commission’s authority to require the Licensee to 
construct, operate, and maintain, or to provide for the construction, operation, and 
maintenance of, fishways as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior under 
Section 18 of the Federal Power Act. There are no License or WQC provisions for 
upstream passage at this time.



 According to FWS’s IPaC (Information for Planning and Consultation) program11, there 
are no threatened or endangered fish species in the Mohawk River that would be 
impacted by the Project (Appendix E).

 
3.4 DOWNSTREAM FISH PASSAGE AND PROTECTION STANDARDS: 

IMPOUNDMENT AND BYPASS REACH ZOES 
 

As discussed above, American eel and blueback herring do manage to migrate upstream of the Project 
area.  As such, both species were primary considerations within the design of the current downstream 
fish passage protection measures at the Project. 
 
In addition, the Project impoundment contains a diverse warmwater and coldwater fish assemblage.  
Smallmouth bass and walleye are species of particular management interest to New York DEC.  A 
multi-season survey conducted in 1993 through 1994 found that bluegill sunfish was the most abundant 
species in the impoundment, along with largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, and yellow perch.  Based on 
entrainment studies conducted at other similar hydroelectric projects in New York, resource agencies 
concluded that some component of the juvenile and adult freshwater fish in the Project impoundment 
may move downstream, primarily during spring and fall seasons when water temperatures range 
between 10 and 20 degrees Celsius.   
 

 

                                                      
11 https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
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Criterion Standard Instructions 

D 2 Agency Recommendation: 
 Identify the proceeding and source, date, and specifics of the 

agency recommendation applied (NOTE: there may be more than 
one; identify and explain which is most environmentally stringent). 

 Explain the scientific or technical basis for the agency 
recommendation, including methods and data used. This is 
required regardless of whether the recommendation is part of a 
Settlement Agreement or not. 

 Describe any provisions for fish passage monitoring or 
effectiveness determinations that are part of the agency 
recommendation, and how these are being implemented. 

 
 In accordance with sections 3.5 and 3.7 of the Settlement and WQC conditions 11 and 13, Erie 

prepared a fish passage plan and effectiveness testing plan in consultation with FWS and NOAA 
Fisheries.  Phase 1 fish protection and downstream passage required Erie to: 1) screen the bypassed 
flow release mechanism near the upper gatehouse (south end of dam); 2) install an angled bar rack 
upstream of the lower gatehouse with no more than 4-inch spacing between bars and a seasonal 
overlay with no greater than 1-inch spacing between bars for the period from April 15 to November 
30 annually; and 3) install fish passage pipe(s) and/or flumes near the angled bar rack.  In addition, 
the final plan lists the specific measures, methods, and schedules to evaluate fish passage efficiency 
and fishway survival/mortalities for passage through the fishway bypass structures discussed above.   
 
To provide for the passage of American eel, the lower portion of the angled bar rack includes a 
solid, two-foot high, concrete eel diversion berm to guide emigrating American Eel toward the 
bypass entrance at the downstream end of the rack.   
 
On October 3, 2007, Erie submitted the final Phase 1 Fishway Effectiveness Testing Plan12.  This 
plan was approved by FERC Order Modifying and Approving Fishway Effectiveness Testing Plan 
on November 20, 200713.   
 

 Under section 3.6 of the Settlement and WQC Condition 12, within 5 years of issuance of the FERC 
operating license Erie was permitted to install a new “fish friendly” turbine and powerhouse to 
provide alternative fish protection and downstream measures.  This potential turbine is the subject 
of LIHI’s Condition 2.  At this time Erie does not plan to install a sixth, fish friendly generating 
unit.   
 

 The adult American eel downstream survival study was completed in October 2011.  Erie collected 
a target of 3 lots of 30 actively migrating adult eel, either in the Project area or contiguous segments 
of the Mohawk and Hudson rivers.  Specimens were marked and held for a brief recovery period, 
injected into the fishway, collected in the outfall, and held for 12 hours.  Although the final 
evaluation did not meet the target sample size of 90 eels, 56 eels (of 105 released) that were 
evaluated exhibited a 100 percent survival rate.  Study/passage results were found to be satisfactory 
by FWS via a letter dated June 12, 2012 (Appendix D) and indicated that no further eel testing was 

                                                      
12 Phase 1 Fishway Effectiveness Testing Plan 
13 121 FERC ¶ 62,126 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11472942
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11509082
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required.   
 

 The resident fish species studies were completed in 2009 with the results reported and reviewed by 
the resource agencies in 2011.  Erie conducted sampling in the spring and fall when ambient river 
temperatures were between 10 and 20 degrees Celsius.  The species tested were representative of 
various fish body categories employed during previous entrainment studies done in 1993 through 
1995 (smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, rock bass, bluegill, yellow perch, and various cyprinids).  
At least 30 different specimens were collected, marked and injected into the fishway, then held for a 
recovery period where physical condition and water quality parameters as well as fishway operation 
was also recorded.  Bypass survival of resident fish was generally high across test groups, body 
types, and size classes.  The overall survival rate for all fish tested was 93.57 percent.  Resource 
agencies found these resident fish survival studies to be satisfactory (letter dated May 20, 2011 from 
FWS and an email dated June 8, 2011 from New York DEC, Appendix D).   

 
 The adult blueback herring downstream survival studies were completed in 2010.  Erie collected 

and electronically tagged a target sample size of 100 healthy post-spawned fish from the 
impoundment, held them for a two-hour recovery period and then released the sample group into the 
power canal at a point sufficiently upstream to allow normal swimming behavior prior to arriving at 
the downstream fishway.  Fixed radio antenna arrays were used to detect fish upstream of the 
trashrack, the gatehouse entrance, the fishway entrance, powerhouse, tailrace, and fishway exit.  The 
study results determined that 81.8 percent of the test adult herring exiting the power canal were 
passed via the fishway.  The remaining valid test herring were entrained via the penstocks and 
turbines.  Resource agencies found the adult herring survival study and results to be satisfactory 
(letter dated May 20, 2011 from FWS and an email dated June 8, 2011 from New York DEC, 
Appendix D).     

 
 Juvenile blueback herring downstream survival studies were conducted annually from 2011 through 

2014 with varying results.  Resource agencies approved more testing in 2015.  Due to their fragile 
nature, juvenile herring passage efficiency was determined by concurrent monitoring of fish density 
in the flow of both the lower gatehouse forebay and the fishway to determine relative density of fish 
using each route during out-migration events.  Passage survival was determined by collecting 
naturally passing juvenile herring in the fishway outfall as they existed the fish bypass discharge.  
Erie used a stationary pen in a backwatered area to hold and observe approximately 100 juveniles 
for eight hours.  Sampling was conducted during the out-migration season, typically September 
through October.  Studies from the 2011 through 2015 showed that passage survival of juvenile 
herring migrating through the downstream was poor (43.3 percent survival rate).   

 
In a letter dated July 20, 2016 (Appendix D), FWS noted the 2014 and 2015 studies show that a 
small percentage of juvenile herring were utilizing the fishway and concluded that the downstream 
fish passage facility at the Project was not effectively passing juvenile herring.  A consensus 
between Erie and the resource agencies was reached through site visit consultations on June 14, and 
July 15, 2017 that a desktop evaluation would be conducted to investigate passage survival at the 
Project.  As such, two other options were considered for possible passage alternatives: 1) turbine 
passage (entrainment) or 2) directing juvenile herring into the bypass reach through an existing gate 
immediately upstream of the canal gatehouse.  An individual based model employing Monte-Carlo 
simulation was used to determine the best overall route of passage at the Project.  The model relies 
on empirical data collected at other similar study sites.  The model results suggested that the best 
overall route of passage based on survival rate estimates is entrainment passage.   
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In a letter dated March 29, 2018 (Appendix D), FWS does not concur with Erie’s evaluation 
conclusion that turbine passage (entrainment) is clearly the preferred route for downstream fish 
passage at the Project.  In the same letter, FWS proposes that Erie continue to operate the fishway as 
they have since the Project license was issued with an attraction flow of 132 cfs.  For the juvenile 
passage period, defined as August through October, Erie should install a guidance system at the 
headgate structure.  During that same time frame, the additional flow of 198 cfs should be released 
into the bypassed reach when aesthetic flows are not being spilled (normal weekdays), for a total of 
448 cfs.  The units should continue to per operated in preferential order from 1 to 5.  If necessary 
and feasible, an appropriate plunge pool should be created where the juvenile herring enter the river 
after being guided through the headgate structure.  In a letter dated June 12, 2018, New York DEC 
concurs with the March 29, 2018 letter from FWS concerning the desktop evaluation study.          
 
In a letter dated November 15, 2018, Erie notes that they are currently planning a coordination 
meeting with both the FWS and New York DEC to discuss the best path forward regarding 
downstream passage for juvenile herring.  The meeting will likely occur in early 2019.  The same 
letter also responds to LIHI’s Condition 1 and Condition 2 regarding the Project.    
 

 
3.5 DOWNSTREAM FISH PASSAGE STANDARDS: DOWNSTREAM ZOE 

 
Presently there are migratory species (American eel and blueback herring) located within the 
vicinity of the Project.  However, as discussed above, both species manage to migrate 
upstream to the Project impoundment via alternative routes. 

 
Criterion Standard Instructions 

D 1 Not Applicable / De Minimis Effect: 
 Explain why the facility does not impose a barrier to downstream 

fish passage in the designated zone, considering both physical 
obstruction and increased mortality relative to natural downstream 
movement (e.g., entrainment into hydropower turbines). 

 For riverine fish populations that are known to move downstream, 
explain why the facility does not contribute adversely to the 
sustainability of these populations or to their access to habitat 
necessary for successful completion of their life cycles. 

 Document available fish distribution data and the lack of migratory 
fish species in the vicinity. 

 If migratory fish species have been extirpated from the area, explain 
why the facility is or was not the cause of this. 

 
 There are no barriers to downstream fish passage in the downstream ZOE.  Once fish 

cross over the School Street Dam with use of the downstream passage facilities and 
through the bypass reach, the fish do not have any further impediments to passage 
through the downstream ZOE.  
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3.6 SHORELINE AND WATERSHED PROTECTION STANDARDS: ALL ZOES 
Criterion Standard Instructions 

E 1 Not Applicable / De Minimis Effect: 
 If there are no lands with significant ecological value associated 

with the facility, document and justify this (e.g., describe the land 
use and land cover within the project boundary). 

 Document that there have been no Shoreline Management Plans or 
similar protection requirements for the facility. 

 
 River right of the School Street Project is a mixed-use zone containing rural housing and 

industrial uses while river left is surrounded by natural lands.  Resource agencies did not 
consider a shoreline buffer, or watershed protection plan, as necessary for the Project, 
given the nature and location of the facility.


 Land cover units with non- significant ecological value identified within the vicinity of 
the Project can be found in Table 3 (based on National Land Cover Database 2016: 
https://www.mrlc.gov/tools). 

TABLE 3.  PROJECT AREA LAND COVER AS CLASSIFIED BY THE NLCD 
2016 
 

Class/Value Classification Description 

11 Open Water- areas of open water, generally with less than 
25% cover of vegetation or soil. 

21 Developed, Open Space- areas with a mixture of some 
constructed materials, but mostly vegetation in the form of 
lawn grasses. Impervious surfaces account for less than 
20% of total cover. These areas most commonly include 
large-lot single-family housing units, parks, golf courses, 
and vegetation planted in developed settings for recreation, 
erosion control, or aesthetic purposes. 

22 Developed, Low Intensity- areas with a mixture of 
constructed materials and vegetation. Impervious surfaces 
account for 20% to 49% percent of total cover. These areas 
most commonly include single-family housing units. 

41 Deciduous Forest- areas dominated by trees generally 
greater than 5 meters tall, and greater than 20% of total 
vegetation cover. More than 75% of the tree species shed 
foliage simultaneously in response to seasonal change. 

42 Evergreen Forest- areas dominated by trees generally 
greater than 5 meters tall, and greater than 20% of total 
vegetation cover. More than 75% of the tree species 
maintain their leaves all year. Canopy is never without 
green foliage. 

https://www.mrlc.gov/tools
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Class/Value Classification Description 

43 Mixed Forest- areas dominated by trees generally 
greater than 5 meters tall, and greater than 20% of total 
vegetation cover. Neither deciduous nor evergreen 
species are greater than 75% of total tree cover. 

81 Pasture/Hay-areas of grasses, legumes, or grass-legume 
mixtures planted for livestock grazing or the production of 
seed or hay crops, typically on a perennial cycle. 
Pasture/hay vegetation accounts for greater than 20% of 
total vegetation. 

90 Woody Wetlands- areas where forest or shrubland 
vegetation accounts for greater than 20% of vegetative 
cover and the soil or substrate is periodically saturated 
with or covered with water. 

95 Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands- Areas where perennial 
herbaceous vegetation accounts for greater than 80% of 
vegetative cover and the soil or substrate is periodically 
saturated with or covered with water. 

 
3.7 THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES STANDARDS: ALL ZOES 

Criterion Standard Instructions 

F 2 Finding of No Negative Effects: 
 Identify all listed species in the facility area based on current data 

from the appropriate state and federal natural resource management 
agencies. 

 Provide documentation of a finding of no negative effect of the 
facility on any listed species in the area from an appropriate natural 
resource management agency. 

 
 A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Information for Planning and Conservation (IPaC) Trust Resources Report 

was generated February 3, 2016 for the Project area (Appendix E).  The IPaC Report identified one 
endangered species, the Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis), and 16 migratory birds 
protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  All of 
the following birds are listed as Birds of Conservation Concern: American Bittern (Botaurus 
lentiginosus), Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus 
erythropthalmus), Black-crowned Night-heron (Nycticorax nycticorax), Blue-winged Warbler 
(Vermivora pinus), Canada Warbler (Wilsonia Canadensis), Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora 
chrysoptera), Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi), Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), 
Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps), Prairie Warbler (Dendroica discolor), Red-headed 
Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus), Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus), Upland Sandpiper 
(Bartramia longicauda), Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii), and Wood Thrush (Hylocichla 
mustelina).  The only year- round bird found in the Project area is the Bald Eagle.  All the other 15 
species are found exclusively during breeding or wintering season. 
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The Bald Eagle and Short-eared Owl are state-endangered species listed under the 
protection of the New York Endangered Species Law14.  The Northern Long-eared Bat 
and Upland Sandpiper are listed as state-threatened.   
 

 By letter filed February 9, 1996, FWS stated that the Karner blue butterfly is not likely to 
inhabit the project vicinity due to the lack of preferred habitat. Further, FWS noted that, 
although the bald eagle had been sighted on the Mohawk River during the winter and may 
forage in open waters downstream of the existing hydropower projects, the School Street 
Project is not likely to adversely affect this species. FWS concluded that no Biological 
Assessment or further section 7 consultation was required. Section 2.9 of the Settlement, 
which FWS signed, states that consultation with New York DEC and FWS has established 
that, except for some transient individuals, there are no federally listed or state-listed 
threatened or endangered species in the area of the School Street Project. That being the 
case, no further ESA coordination or consultation with the FWS is required. In a letter 
dated January 29, 2016 (Appendix E), New York DEC determined that no state-listed 
species, nor significant natural communities exist at the Project site or in its vicinity.   

 

3.8 CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES STANDARDS: ALL ZOES 
Criterion Standard Instructions 

G 2 Approved Plan: 
 Provide documentation of all approved state, provincial, federal, 

and recognized tribal plans for the protection, enhancement, and 
mitigation of impacts to cultural and historic resources affected by 
the facility. 

 Document that the facility is in compliance with all such plans. 
 
 In accordance with section 3.8 of the Settlement and License Article 403, Erie developed 

a Historic Properties Management Plan (HPMP) in consultation with the National Park 
Service (NPS), the New York Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
(SHPO), and American Indian Nations15.  The HPMP considers the following matters: 


 1) ensuring continued access to Erie lands in the Project vicinity by members of the 
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy for ceremonial purposes, including 
commemoration of the Peacemaker’s journey and related events at Cohoes Falls; 

 
 2) special consideration will be given to the placement of low-level diversion structures 

and minor channel modifications specified in section 3.2.3 of the Settlement because 
Cohoes Falls is considered a sacred site by native peoples of the Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois) Confederacy. These will only be used in the immediate vicinity of the dam, 
well upstream of Cohoes Falls, and beyond the view-shed of the lands used by members 
of the Confederacy for ceremonial purposes; 

                                                      
14 https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html 
15 This includes the Mohawk Nations, namely the St. Regis Band of Mohawk 

Indians, the Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs and the Mohawk Council of 
Ahkwesabsne, and the Stockbridge Munsee Mohicans, among others. 
 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7494.html
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 3) the preservation and rehabilitation of the Cohoes Company Dam, Upper Gatehouse, 

Canal, and Conboy Avenue iron bridge, which are listed as contributing elements to the 
Harmony Mills National Historic Landmark (NHL) District, and preservation of the 
National Register listed School Street powerhouse through continued use; 

 
 4) protection of the two National Register eligible sites on the island between the power 

canal and river (Younglove Mill Site and I.D.F. Lansing House Site), which were 
identified during Phase I archaeological reconnaissance studies undertaken by Erie in 
2003; 

 
 5) any new project construction, including the rack structure and raking device, fish 

passage intake(s) and conduit(s), new powerhouse, and related penstock and intake 
structure, should be designed to be unobtrusive within the Harmony Mills NHL District; 
and

 
  6) procedures and protocols for consultation, monitoring, and treatment of any 

previously unidentified historic properties discovered during Project operation and 
construction.



 Per License Article 403, Erie implements provisions of the Programmatic Agreement, 
executed on July 19, 1996.  On June 25, 200716 Erie filed the final HPMP with FERC and 
was approved by FERC on January 23, 200817.  Stipulation 5.5 of the HPMP notes that an 
annual report of activities conducted under the implemented HPMP must be filed with 
FERC and the SHPO.  The most recent annual report was filed with FERC on February 8, 
2019 (Appendix F).  



 During the relicensing process for the School Street Project, FERC staff identified 
Cohoes Falls as a culturally sensitive area.  Although Cohoes Falls is not located within 
the project boundary, Cohoes Falls was included within the Area of Potential Effect 
(APE) for relicensing the project because the undertaking can affect the falls. Any 
operational changes proposed as part of the relicensing had the potential to affect river 
flows over Cohoes Falls.



 On August 31, 201518, Erie filed an application amendment of license for the Project.  
Erie proposed to amend the Project license to remove approximately 3.38 acres of land 
from the project boundary.  The land proposed for removal lies in a narrow strip along the 
Mohawk River extending upstream and downstream of the project’s dam, opposite the 
shore on which the project’s powerhouse and related features are located. In its 
application, Erie states that these lands are not necessary for the safe and effective 
operation of the project and that their removal from the project boundary would not affect 
project operations, public infrastructure, recreational use, or environmental resources.  A 
FERC Order approving the removal of the 3.38 acres of land from the project boundary 

                                                      
16 Final HPMP (privileged elibrary document) 
17 122 FERC ¶ 62,054 
18 Amendment for Non-Capacity Amendment of License 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11382457
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11567062
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=13974798
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was issued on April 1, 201619.  FERC staff did not identify any historic properties or 
archeological resources within the APE (i.e., the 3.38 acres proposed for removal).  The 
38.5-acre parcel (which includes the 3.38 acres of Project lands) was transferred to the 
Hiawatha Institute of Indigenous Knowledge (HIIK) and was supported by local Tribes 
(correspondence presented in Appendix F).  



3.9 RECREATIONAL RESOURCES STANDARDS: IMPOUNDMENT ZOE 
Criterion Standard Instructions 

H 1 Not Applicable/De Minimis Effect:  
 The facility does not occupy lands or waters to which the public 

can be granted safe access and does not otherwise impact 
recreational opportunities in the vicinity of the facility 

 
 There are no FERC approved recreational facilities in the impoundment ZOE.


3.10 RECREATIONAL RESOURCES STANDARDS: BYPASS REACH ZOE and 
DOWNSTREAM ZOE 

Criterion Standard Instructions 

H 2 Agency Recommendation: 
 Document any comprehensive resource agency recommendations 

and enforceable recreation plan that is in place for recreational 
access or accommodations. 

 Document that the facility is in compliance with all such 
recommendations and plans. 

 
 In accordance with section 3.9 of the Settlement and License Article 404, Erie developed a 

Recreation Plan that provides a description of the following facilities: 1) a new pedestrian 
footbridge across the power canal; 2) a new footpath to the base of the falls and to the project 
tailrace; 3) a new trail system on the island between the power canal and Cohoes Falls; 4) a 
footpath for fishing access near the project tailrace; and 5) access for the disabled.  In addition, Erie 
in consultation with the City of Cohoes, Hudson-Mohawk State Heritage Area (RiverSpark), and 
Erie Canalway Heritage Corridor, would install and maintain signage on the geology of Cohoes 
Falls, its role as a scenic attraction, navigation around the falls, and waterpower and industrial 
development.  Article 404 also requires Erie to file a monitoring report every 6 years concurrent 
with the Form 80 filing and provide a parking area along School Street adjacent to Erie lands 
adjacent to the Project’s penstock.   
 

 On August 15, 200720, Erie filed the final Recreation Plan, on November 15, 200721, Erie filed a 
                                                      
19 155 FERC ¶ 62,002 
20 Final Recreation Plan 
 
21 Final Recreation Plan Supplemental Filing 
 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=14187883
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11430595
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11504989
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supplement to the plan in response to comments from FERC staff, which included a monitoring 
report of recreational use and long-term recreational needs into the plan.  FERC staff approved the 
final Recreation Plan on January 25, 200822.  On April 30, 2013, Erie filed two Exhibit R drawings 
as required by the Order Approving Recreation Plan Under Article 404.  FERC staff reviewed the 
drawings and determined they include the necessary facilities and conform to FERC’s rules and 
regulations23 (Appendix G).   

 
 

                                                      
22 122 FERC ¶ 62,067 
 
23 143 FERC ¶ 62,150 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=11568766
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=13267211
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4.0 CONTACTS FORMS  
 
 

Project Owner: 
Name and 
Title 

Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. 

Company Brookfield Renewable  
Phone 315-267-1036  
Email Address Danny.Maguire@brookfieldrenewable.com 
Mailing 
Address 

184 Elm Street, Potsdam, NY 13676 
 

Consulting Firm / Agent for LIHI Program (if different from above): 
Name and 
Title 

Jot Splenda 

Company Louis Berger – WSP 
Phone 919-866-4417 
Email Address jsplenda@louisberger.com 

Mailing 
Address 

Louis Berger 
1001 Wade Ave, Suite 400 
Raleigh, NC 27615 

Compliance Contact (responsible for LIHI Program requirements): 
Name and 
Title 

Daniel Maguire, P.E., Compliance Manager 

Company Brookfield Renewable Energy Group 
Phone 315-267-1036 
Email Address Danny.Maguire@brookfieldrenewable.com 
Mailing 
Address 

184 Elm Street, Potsdam, NY 13676 

Party responsible for accounts payable: 
Name and 
Title 

Judith Charette 

Company Brookfield Renewable 
Phone 1-819-561-8099 
Email Address AP@brookfieldrenewable.com 

Mailing 
Address 

41 Victoria, Gatineau, QC J8X 2A1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Danny.Maguire@brookfieldrenewable.com
mailto:jsplenda@louisberger.com
mailto:Danny.Maguire@brookfieldrenewable.com
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Agency Contact (Check area of responsibility: Flows ☐ , Water Quality ☐ , Fish/Wildlife 
Resources ☐ , Watersheds ☐ , T/E Spp. ☐ , Cultural/Historic Resources ☐ , Recreation ☐ ): 
Agency Name New York Department of Environmental Conservation  
Name and Title Chris VanMaaren, DEC Region 4 Fisheries Manager 
Phone 607-652-2645 
Email address fwfish4@dec.ny.gov 
Mailing 
Address 

65561 State Hwy 10, Stamford, NY 12167 

Agency Contact (Check area of responsibility: Flows ☐ , Water Quality ☐ , Fish/Wildlife 
Resources ☐ , Watersheds ☐ , T/E Spp. ☐ , Cultural/Historic Resources ☐ , Recreation ☐ ): 
Agency Name New York Department of Environmental Conservation 
Name and Title William Clark, Regional Permit Administrator  
Phone 518-357-2455 
Email address William.clark@dec.ny.gov 
Mailing 
Address 

NYSDEC, 1130 North Westcott Road, Schenectady, NY 12306 

Agency Contact (Check area of responsibility: Flows ☐ , Water Quality ☐ , Fish/Wildlife 
Resources ☐ , Watersheds ☐ , T/E Spp. ☐ , Cultural/Historic Resources ☐ , Recreation ☐ ): 
Agency Name New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historical Preservation 
Name and Title Michael Lynch, Division Director 
Phone 518-268-2130 
Email address michael.lynch@parks.ny.gov 
Mailing 
Address 

Peebles Island Resource Center, One Delaware Avenue North, Cohoes, NY 
12047 

 
Agency Contact (Check area of responsibility: Flows☐ , Water Quality ☐ , Fish/Wildlife 
Resources ☐ , Watersheds ☐ , T/E Spp. ☐ , Cultural/Historic Resources ☐ , Recreation ☐ ): 
Agency Name U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Name and Title Steven Patch, Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
Phone 607-753-9334 
Email address Steven_Patch@fws.gov 
Mailing 
Address 

3817 Luker Road,  
Cortland, NY 13045 

 
Agency Contact (Check area of responsibility: Flows ☐ , Water Quality ☐ , Fish/Wildlife 
Resources ☐ , Watersheds ☐ , T/E Spp. ☐ , Cultural/Historic Resources ☐ , Recreation ☐ ): 
Agency Name U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Name and Title Melissa Grader, Federal Activities 
Phone 413-548-8002 
Email address Melissa_Grader@fws.gov 
Mailing 
Address 

300 Westgate Center Drive, 
Hadley, MA 01035 

 

mailto:fwfish4@dec.ny.gov
mailto:William.clark@dec.ny.gov
mailto:michael.lynch@parks.ny.gov
mailto:Steven_Patch@fws.gov
mailto:Melissa_Grader@fws.gov
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Agency Contact (Check area of responsibility: Flows ☐ , Water Quality ☐ , Fish/Wildlife 
Resources ☐ , Watersheds ☐ , T/E Spp. ☐ , Cultural/Historic Resources ☐ , Recreation ☐ ): 
Agency Name U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Name and Title David Stilwell, Field Supervisor 
Phone 607-753-9334 
Email address David_Stilwell@fws.gov 
Mailing 
Address 

3817 Luker Road, 
Cortland, NY 13045 

 
  

mailto:David_Stilwell@fws.gov
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FIGURE 2: SCHOOL STREET HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT ZONES OF EFFECT 
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APPENDIX B 

 
AERIAL PHOTOS OF FACILITY AREA AND RIVER 

BASIN 
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FIGURE 3: NEW YORK STATE DRAINAGE BASINS 
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FIGURE 4: MOHAWK RIVER DAM LOCATIONS IN PROJECT VICINITY 
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APPENDIX C  

WATER QUALITY 
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November 15, 2018              Project No. P-2539-NY  
                  School Street Project  
                  Erie Boulevard Hydropower, LP  
  
Low Impact Hydropower Institute  
Attn: Shannon Ames, Executive Director  
329 Massachusetts Ave, Suite 2 Lexington, MA 02420  
  
Subject:  School Street (63) Annual Compliance Statement  
  
Dear Ms. Ames:  
  
In support of the “ANNUAL COMPLIANCE STATEMENT” for the above referenced project,  
Brookfield Renewable, on behalf of the licensee Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. (Erie) submits the following.     
  
LIHI Conditions:  
  
Condition 1: The facility owner shall provide LIHI with the results of the 2015 downstream bypass efficiency testing for juvenile 
blueback herring and continue consultation the USFWS and NYDEC for the purpose of obtaining an updated assessment of the current 
fish passage effectiveness for that species at the facility. The result of Agency assessments may be: (a) that appropriate passage is being 
provided at the Project, (b) that effective fish passage effectiveness has not been demonstrated, or (c) that a recent decision has been 
made that passage at the site for juvenile herring is not needed, thus modifying the original commitments established in the Settlement 
Agreement and associated agency recommendations. If the 2015 testing is not found to be sufficiently effective and that downstream 
passage at the site is still required, then the owner shall inform LIHI of their plans to improve operations and continue testing. LIHI 
strongly recommends that all future testing be coordinated with the agencies to ensure they can participate in the testing. The results of 
the agency assessment of the 2015 studies shall be provided to LIHI within 60 days of their receipt by the Owner. Additional letters of 
correspondence from consultation with the USFWS and NYDEC on these passage issues shall also be provided to LIHI within 60 days 
of receipt by the licensee. LIHI reserves the right to suspend its certification if the agencies do not determine that safe passage is being 
provided and that such passage needs have not been waived.  
  
Current Status of Condition: In June 2016, members of Brookfield staff met with representatives from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), New York State Department of Environmental  
Conservation (NYSDEC), and Kleinschmidt Associates (KA), the consultant that developed and executed the effectiveness testing.  The 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the results of the 2015 fishway effectiveness testing which focused on the effectiveness of the 
fishway for passing juvenile Blueback Herring (JBBH).  In their follow-up letter dated July 20, 2016 the USFWS concluded that based 
on the results of two years of testing, the fish passage facility is not effectively passing JBBH.  The letter goes on to further provide 
options for improving the project effectiveness.  The USFWS also provided a recommendation for the short term, increasing the 
attraction flow to 330 cfs to support the JBBH outmigration.  The NYSDEC provided an email concurring with the USFWS letter and 
recommendations. On September 8, 2016 Brookfield increased the attraction flow to 330 cfs.  The increase was timed to be concurrent 
with the upstream facility opening their JBBH fish passage gate.   
  
During a site visit on June 14, 2017 and conference call on July 15, 2017, the USFWS and NYSDEC agreed a desktop evaluation for 
passage survivability by various passage options would allow Erie and the Agencies to determine the best, final course of action to 
improve project passage survival for emigrating  
JBBH.  On February 26, 2018, Brookfield provided the USFWS and the NYSDEC with the January 2018 Desktop Evaluation of 
Entrainment & Downstream Passage Survival of Juvenile Blueback Herring (herein referred to as “The Desktop Study”) prepared by 
Kleinschmidt Associates (KA).  
  
KA determined the best overall route of passage for the JBBH at the Project to be turbine passage based upon the empirical passage 
survival rates. The results of the study suggest the order in which the units are operated may be adjusted to minimize entrainment 
mortality from blade strike. Therefore, Erie committed to review its unit sequencing to determine operating procedures that improve the 



 

 

theoretical JBBH survival rate.  In light of the findings of the Desktop Study, Erie requested the Agencies concurrence with returning 
the attractant flow to 132 cfs (2% of hydraulic capacity).  
  
On March 29, 2018, the USFWS provided its review of the Desktop Study. The USFWS did not concur with the conclusion that turbine 
passage is the preferred route for downstream fish passage at the Project and opposed Erie’s proposal for modifying the unit sequencing.  
The USFWS did support returning the attraction flow to 132 cfs. The USFWS went on to suggest Erie install a guidance system at the 
headgate structure (or, if feasible, at the narrow portion of the power canal where the fish would enter the bypassed reach downstream 
from the falls) and also recommended during that same time frame, an additional flow of 198 cfs (3% of the Project's maximum 
hydraulic capacity) be released into the bypassed reach when aesthetic flows are not being spilled (normally weekdays), for a total of 
448 cfs (weekend aesthetic releases are currently 500 cfs).  
  
As an alternative, the response stated the USFWS would be willing to entertain the idea of conducting Hi- 
Z Turbine Tag™ studies of JBBH survival over the falls and through the units. In addition, both Unit 1 (greatest presumed blade strike 
mortality) and another unit would need to be tested. If the data are reliable and turbine passage survival is clearly demonstrated to be as 
good as, or better than, passage through the bypassed reach, then the USFWS would be willing to consider turbines as the preferred 
passage mode for JBBH.  
  
On June 12, 2018 Brookfield received correspondence from the NYSDEC stating that they do not concur with the Evaluation’s 
conclusion that turbine passage is the preferred route for downstream fish passage. The NYSDEC concurs with the March 29, 2018 
letter from the USWFS concerning the Desktop Study.  
   
Erie is currently planning to coordinate a meeting with both the USFWS and the NYSDEC to discuss the best path forward.  This 
meeting will likely occur in early 2019.  
  
Condition 2: If a decision is made to pursue installation of the sixth, fish-friendly generating unit at the Project within the next five 
years, the facility owner shall notify LIHI within 60 days of when FERC approves such an installation. Such installation may lead to 
a re-evaluation of potentially affected criteria, such as fish passage requirements.  

  
Current Status of Condition: At this time Brookfield does not plan to install a sixth, fish friendly generating unit.  

Compliance for the Reporting Period (November 20, 2017 – November 20, 2018):  
There have been no operational compliance incidents since the last recertification period.  

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me at (518) 743-2007.  

                Sincerely,   

        

      Jason Zehr  
      Compliance Specialist  
      Atlantic North Operations  
  
Enclosures:   

1. Brookfield Correspondence to the USFWS and the NYSDEC dated February 26, 2018 regarding the January 2018 Desktop 
Evaluation for Passage Survivability.  

2. USFWS Response to the Desktop Evaluation of Entrainment and Downstream Passage Survival of Juvenile Blueback Herring.   
3. NYSDEC Response to the Desktop Evaluation of Entrainment and Downstream Passage Survival of Juvenile Blueback Herring.   
4. January 2018 Desktop Evaluation of Entrainment & Downstream Passage Survival of Juvenile  

Blueback Herring  
  



 

 

CC:   M. Johnson  
  D. Maguire  
  S. Faulds  
  S. Mascarenhas  
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January 14, 2016  
  
  
  
Mr. Nicholas Conrad  
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  
New York Natural Heritage Program  
625 Broadway  
Albany, NY 12233-4757  
  
  
Subject:  School Street Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2539)  
    Threatened and Endangered Species Consultation  
  
Dear Mr. Conrad:  

Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. (Erie) is the owner, operator, and licensee of the School Street Hydroelectric Project (FERC 
No. 2539). The project is located on the Mohawk River within Albany and Saratoga Counties, New York.    

As a matter of background, a Federal Energy Regulatory (FERC) license for the Project was issued on February 15, 2007.  

Project operations and environmental protection measures at this project have been largely determined by a comprehensive 
Offer of Settlement Erie developed in conjunction with NYSDEC and other entities in 2005. The licensing process for this 
project included consultation with resource agencies regarding threatened and endangered species.  

Erie is presently working with the Low Impact Hydropower Institute (LIHI) to recertify the School Street Project as a low 
impact project. In preparing the application for Low Impact Hydropower Certification, Erie must update or confirm 
consultation with resource agencies with respect to the presence of threatened or endangered species within the vicinity of the 
project.  

As such, Erie respectfully requests information on the presence of threatened or endangered species within the vicinity of the 
above listed Project. The project location and coordinates have been provided below, as well as on the enclosed topographic 
map.  

     School Street     Latitude: 42.7972   Longitude: 73.7134  
       
Erie would appreciate a response within 30 days of the date of this letter. Thank you in advance for your assistance, and if you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (518) 743-2093 or by email at 
ian.borlang@brookfieldrenewable.com.  

             Sincerely,  
Page 2  
  



 

 

  
             Ian Borlang          
             Compliance Manager,  

Eastern Region, Atlantic Operations  
  
Attachment  
  

 cc:  B. Garrett (Erie)  
   D. Daoust (Erie)  
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January 14, 2016  
  
  
  
Mr. David Stillwell  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service  
3817 Luker Road  
Cortland, NY 13045  
  
  
Subject:  School Street Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2539)  
    Threatened and Endangered Species Consultation  
  
  
Dear Mr. Stillwell:  

Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. (Erie) is the owner, operator, and licensee of the School Street 
Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2539). The project is located on the Mohawk River within 
Albany and Saratoga Counties, New York.    

As a matter of background, a Federal Energy Regulatory (FERC) license for the Project was issued 
on February 15, 2007.  

Project operations and environmental protection measures at this project have been largely 
determined by a comprehensive Offer of Settlement Erie developed in conjunction with NYSDEC 
and other entities in 2005. The licensing process for this project included consultation with 
resource agencies regarding threatened and endangered species.  

Erie is presently working with the Low Impact Hydropower Institute (LIHI) to recertify the  
School Street Project as a low impact project. In preparing the application for Low Impact 
Hydropower Certification, Erie must update or confirm consultation with resource agencies with 
respect to the presence of threatened or endangered species within the vicinity of the project.  

As such, Erie respectfully requests information on the presence of threatened or endangered species 
within the vicinity of the above listed Project. The project location and coordinates have been 
provided below, as well as on the enclosed topographic map.  

     School Street     Latitude: 42.7972   Longitude: 73.7134  
       
Erie would appreciate a response within 30 days of the date of this letter. Thank you in advance 
for your assistance, and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (518) 
743-2093 or by email at ian.borlang@brookfieldrenewable.com.  

  



 

 

             Sincerely,  
Page 2  
  

  
             Ian Borlang          
             Compliance Manager  

Eastern Region, Atlantic Operations  
  
Attachment  
  

 cc:  B. Garrett (Erie)  
   D. Daoust (Erie)  
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From: Doran, Sandra 
To: Borlang, Ian 
Cc: Sandra Doran 
Subject: School Street Hydro (FERC 2539) T&E 
Date: Thursday, January 28, 2016 8:26:10 AM 

 

Hi Ian -  
I receive your letter of January 14th, 2016. I understand that Erie Boulevard Hydropower is looking to update the  
species information for this project. On 2/6/2012, we responded to Matt Johnson regarding T&E species.  Since  
then, the northern long-eared bat was listed as a threatened species (with a 4(d) rule) on May 4, 2015.  

To update your files, we recommend that you revisit our website, obtain a new species list and send your effects  
determination to us.  

To respond to your letter, I will be sending you a fax back with this information.  If you have any questions, 
please  call.  

Sandie   -

-  

Sandra Doran, Fish & Wildlife Biologist 
Conservation Planning Assistance/Endangered Species Branch 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service New 
York Field Office (Region 5) 
3817 Luker Rd. 
Cortland, NY 13045  
(607) 753-9334 Ext. 0586 (voice) 
(607) 753-9699 (fax) 
http://nyfo.fws.gov (web) 
sandra_doran@fws.gov (email) 
From: VanDonsel, MaryEllen 
To: Borlang, Ian 
Cc: Sandra Doran 
Subject: School Street Threatened and Endangered Species Consultation 
Date: Thursday, January 28, 2016 9:44:29 AM 
Attachments: 12TA0156out dated 1-28-2016.pdf 

 
Hello - 

Please see the attached file for information on obtaining threatened and endangered species  
information relative to the subject project.  A confirmation copy will not be sent unless  
requested. 

Have a nice day. 

MaryEllen VanDonsel 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
New York Field Office 
3817 Luker Road 
Cortland, NY  13045 
email:  
maryellen_vandonsel@fws.gov 
phone:  607-753-9334 fax:  607-753-
9699 

http://nyfo.fws.gov/


 

 

"In all things of nature there is something of the marvelous." - Aristotle  



 

 

United States Department of the Interior  
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

New York Field Office 
3817 Luker Road 

Cortland, NY  13045 
Phone: (607) 753-9334  Fax: (607) 753-9699 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo  

Document Control Number:_________12TA0156________  

To:________Ian Borlang_____________________________ Date:______Jan 28, 
2016______________________ 

Regarding:__School Street Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 
2539)_________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/County: _________Mohawk River, Albany and Saratoga 
Counties_______________________________________________________________ 

We have received your request for information regarding occurrences of federally-listed threatened and 
endangered species within the vicinity of the above-referenced project/property.  In an effort to streamline project 
reviews, species lists may now be obtained from our website at 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/nyfo/es/section7.htm.  Please go to this site and follow the instructions to obtain:  
an official list request response; information about listed, proposed, and candidate species; and steps to complete 
initial assessments of whether a species may be present and impacted by a proposed action.  Please note that this 
process involves two parts:  (1) visiting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s IPaC website to obtain an official 
species list; and (2) returning to the New York Field Office’s website to complete the remaining steps in 
determining your project’s potential impacts.  

As a reminder, Section 9 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
prohibits unauthorized taking* of listed species and applies to federal and non-federal activities.  Additionally, 
threatened and endangered species and their habitats are protected by Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA, which requires 
federal agencies, in consultation with the Service, to ensure that any action they authorize, fund, or carry out is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of 
designated critical habitat.  An assessment of the potential direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts is required for 
all federal actions that may affect listed species.    

For projects not authorized, funded, or carried out by a federal agency, we provide technical assistance to 
individuals and other non-federal entities to assist with project planning to avoid the potential for “take,” or when 
appropriate, to provide assistance with their application for an incidental take permit pursuant to Section 
10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA.  

Project construction or implementation should not commence until all requirements of the ESA have been 
fulfilled.  If you have any questions or require further assistance regarding threatened or endangered species, 
please contact the Endangered Species Program at (607) 753-9334.  Please refer to the above document control 
number in any future correspondence.    

*Under the ESA and regulations, it is illegal for any person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States to take (includes harass, harm, 



 

 

pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect; or to attempt any of these), import or export, ship in interstate or foreign 
commerce in the course of commercial activity, or sell or offer for sale in interstate or foreign commerce any endangered fish or wildlife 
species and most threatened fish and wildlife species. It is also illegal to possess, sell, deliver, carry, transport, or ship any such wildlife that 
has been taken illegally.  “Harm'' includes any act which actually kills or injures fish or wildlife, and case law has clarified that such acts 
may include significant habitat modification or degradation that significantly impairs essential behavioral patterns of fish or wildlife. 



 

 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources 
New York Natural Heritage Program 
625 Broadway, 5th Floor, Albany, New York 12233-4757  
Phone: (518) 402-8935 • Fax: (518) 402-8925 Website: www.dec.ny.gov  

Joe Martens 
Commissioner January 29, 2016 

Ian Borlang 
Brookfield Renewable Energy Group 
399 Big Bay Road 
Queensbury, NY 12804 

Re: School Street Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2539) certification as low impact project 
Town/City:City Of Cohoes, Waterford.  County: Albany, Saratoga.  

Dear Ian Borlang: 

         In response to your recent request, we have reviewed the New York Natural Heritage Program 
database with respect to the above project. 

We have no records in our database of state-listed species, nor of significant natural 
communities, on your site or in its vicinity. (While bald eagles are regularly observed in the vicinity 
of Cohoes Falls, we have no records of nest sites in the vicinity.) We have records of rare unlisted 
animals in the vicinity of the project, as listed in the enclosed report. 

         For most sites, comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted; the enclosed report only 
includes records from our database. We cannot provide a definitive statement as to the presence or 
absence of all rare or state-listed species or significant natural communities. Depending on the nature of 
the project and the conditions at the project site, further information from on-site surveys or other 
sources may be required to fully assess impacts on biological resources. 

         Our database is continually growing as records are added and updated. If this proposed project is 
still under development one year from now, we recommend that you contact us again so that we may 
update this response with the most current information. 

         The presence of the plants and animals identified in the enclosed report may result in this project 
requiring additional review or permit conditions.  For further guidance, and for information regarding 
other permits that may be required under state law for regulated areas or activities (e.g., regulated 
wetlands), please contact the appropriate NYS DEC Regional Office, Division of Environmental 
Permits, as listed at www.dec.ny.gov/about/39381.html. 

Sincerely,  



 

 

 
Nicholas Conrad 
Information Resources Coordinator 

 48 New York Natural Heritage Program 



 

 

Report on Rare Animals, Rare Plants, and 
New York Natural Heritage Program 

Significant Natural Communities 

The following rare animals have been documented  
in or along the Mohawk River in the vicinity of the School Street Hydroelectric Project. 

We recommend that potential onsite and offsite impacts of the proposed project on these species be addressed as 
part of any environmental assessment or review conducted as part of the planning, permitting and approval 
process, such as reviews conducted under SEQR. Field surveys of the project site may be necessary to 
determine the status of a species at the site, particularly for sites that are currently undeveloped and may still 
contain suitable habitat. Final requirements of the project to avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential impacts are 
determined by the lead permitting agency or the government body approving the project. 

The following animals, while not listed by New York State as Endangered or Threatened, are of conservation concern to 
the state, and are considered rare by the New York Natural Heritage Program. 

 COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME NY STATE LISTING HERITAGE CONSERVATION STATUS 

Dragonflies and Damselflies 
 Russet-tipped Clubtail Stylurus plagiatus Unlisted Critically Imperiled in NYS 13104 

 Midland Clubtail Gomphurus fraternus Unlisted Vulnerable in NYS 
14381 Mohawk River,  2008-06-27: These two rare dragonfly species were found along the east shore of the Mohawk 

River just upstream of the Crescent Dam, adjacent to a public boat launch and the Colonie landfill. 

 Freshwater Mussels 

 Alewife Floater Anodonta implicata Unlisted Crically Imperiled in NYS 
14381 Mohawk River, Town of Waterford, 1978. (No further details on location available.) 

This report only includes records from the Natural Heritage database. For most sites, comprehensive field 
surveys have not been conducted, and we cannot provide a definitive statement as to the presence or absence of 
all rare or state-listed species. Depending on the nature of the project and the conditions at the project site, 
further information from on-site surveys or other sources may be required to fully assess impacts on biological 
resources. 
If any rare plants or animals are documented during site visits, we request that information on the observations be provided to the New York 
Natural Heritage Program so that we may update our database. 

Information about many of the rare animals and plants in New York, including habitat, biology, identification, conservation, and 
management, are available online in Natural Heritage’s Conservation Guides at www.guides.nynhp.org, from NatureServe Explorer at 
www.natureserve.org/explorer, and from USDA’s Plants Database at http://plants.usda.gov/index.html (for plants). 
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School Street 
Hydroelectric Project 

 

IPaC Trust Resource Report 
Generated February 03, 2016 05:52 PM MST,  IPaC v2.3.2 

This report is for informational purposes only and should not be used for planning or 
analyzing project level impacts. For project reviews that require U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service review or concurrence, please return to the IPaC website and request an official 
species list from the Regulatory Documents page. 



 

 

 
IPaC - Information for Planning and Conservation (http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/): A project planning tool to help 
streamline the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service environmental review process. 



 

 

 
in 2007 from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. The licensee is seeking 
certification from the Low Impact Hydropower Institute which requires applicants 
consult resource agencies regarding endangered species. 

IPAC LINK 
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/project/ 
WQDIU-GNKI5-FELAC-JN5MR-YRB5DY 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Contact Information 
Trust resources in this location are managed by: 

New York Ecological Services Field Office 
3817 Luker Road 
Cortland, NY 13045-9349  
(607) 753-9334 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 

IPaC Trust Resource Report 

NAME 
School Street Hydroelectric Project 

LOCATION 
Albany and Saratoga counties, New 
York 

DESCRIPTION 
The Project is a 38.8-megawatt, 
federally licensed hydroelectric project. 
The Project is located on the Mohawk 
River in Albany and Saratoga 
Counties, NY. The original dam was 
constructed in 1831 and electric power 
generation commenced in 1916. A 
renewed operating license was issued 



IPaC Trust Resource Report 

 

Endangered Species 
Proposed, candidate, threatened, and endangered species are managed by the 
Endangered Species Program of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 

This USFWS trust resource report is for informational purposes only and should 
not be used for planning or analyzing project level impacts. 

For project evaluations that require FWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC 
website and request an official species list from the Regulatory Documents section. 

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to "request of the 
Secretary information whether any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may 
be present in the area of such proposed action" for any project that is conducted, 
permitted, funded, or licensed by any Federal agency. 

A letter from the local office and a species list which fulfills this requirement can 
only be obtained by requesting an official species list from the Regulatory 
Documents section in IPaC. 

The list of species below are those that may occur or could potentially be affected by 
activities in this location: 

Mammals 
Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened 

CRITICAL HABITAT 
No critical habitat has been designated for this species. 

https://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=A0JE 

Critical Habitats 
There are no critical habitats in this location 
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Migratory Birds 
Birds are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act. 

Any activity which results in the  of migratory birds or eagles is prohibited unlesstake 
authorized by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ( ). There are no provisions for1 
allowing the take of migratory birds that are unintentionally killed or injured. 

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in the take 
of migratory birds is responsible for complying with the appropriate regulations and 
implementing appropriate conservation measures. 

Additional information can be found using the following links:  
Birds of Conservation Concern  

http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/ 
birds-of-conservation-concern.php  Conservation 
measures for birds  

http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/ 
conservation-measures.php  Year-round bird occurrence data  

http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/ 
akn-histogram-tools.php 

The following species of migratory birds could potentially be affected by activities in this 

location: 

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 
Season: Breeding 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B0F3 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Year-

round 

https://ecos.fws.gov/tess
_public/profile/speciesPr
ofile.action?spcode=B00
8 

Black-billed Cuckoo 
Coccyzus erythropthalmus 

Season: Breeding 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess
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_public/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B0HI 

Black-crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
Season: Breeding 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B0EU 

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus 
Season: Breeding 

Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis 
Season: Breeding 

Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera 
Season: Breeding 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B0G4 
Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi 
Season: Breeding 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B0AN 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
Season: Breeding 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/profile/speciesProfile.action?spcode=B0FU 

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 
Season: Breeding 

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor 
Season: Breeding 

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus 
Season: Breeding Short-

eared Owl Asio flammeus 

Season: Wintering 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess
_public/profile/speciesPr
ofile.action?spcode=B0
HD 

Upland Sandpiper 
Bartramia longicauda 

Season: Breeding 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess
_public/profile/speciesPr
ofile.action?spcode=B0
HC 

Willow Flycatcher 
Empidonax traillii 

Season: Breeding 
https://ecos.fws.gov/tess
_public/profile/speciesPr
ofile.action?spcode=B0F
6 

Wood Thrush 
Hylocichla mustelina 

Season: Breeding 
Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 

Bird of conservation concern 



 

 

Refuges 
Any activity proposed on National Wildlife Refuge lands must undergo a 'Compatibility Determination' 
conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to discuss any questions or concerns. There 
are no refuges in this location 
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February 8, 2019            Project No. 2539-New York        
         School Street Hydroelectric Project              

   Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P.  
                          
Hon. Kimberly Bose, Secretary  
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First Street  
Washington, D.C.  20426  
  

 Subject:   School Street Hydroelectric Project (P-2539); Article 403 - Historic Properties  
Management Plan Annual Report   

  
In reference to: Order Approving Historic Properties Management Plan; 122 FERC ¶ 62,054; Issued January 23, 2008.     
  
Dear Secretary Bose:  
  
Brookfield Renewable (Brookfield), on behalf of Erie Boulevard, Hydropower LP, the licensee of the referenced project, is 
hereby submitting the 2018 Historic Properties Management Plan, (HPMP), Annual Report, in letter form, for the above-
referenced Hydroelectric Project.   
  
The order issuing new license was issued on February 15, 2007. Article 407, 409 stipulates that “Amendment to the 1996 
Programmatic Agreement Among the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation, and the New York State Historic Preservation Officer for Managing Historic Properties That May Be Affected 
By Licensee Issued for the Continued Operation of the Hydroelectric Power Projects in Upstate New York”.  There are 
historic resources at the project, and a HPMP for School Street was submitted in 2007. The Amendment prescribes that a 
HPMP shall be prepared and implemented to ensure continued compliance, and requires that Erie file an Annual Report 
with FERC, SHPO, and the Tribes, on activities undertaken that may be subject to the HPMP. Please be advised that there 
have been no ground disturbing activities that would be subject to the HPMP since the filing of the last report dated 
February 15, 2018.  
         
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (518) 743-2007 or at 
Jason.Zehr@brookfieldrenewable.com.  
  
Sincerely,  

  
Jason Zehr  
Compliance Specialist, Atlantic North Operations cc:  D. 
Maguire (Brookfield)  

   M. Johnson  
   J. Elmer  
   M. Sutton  



 

 

   O. Hooper  
   J. Spain (FERC-NYRO)  

  N. Agnoli    D. Fedele  
   D. Bagrow (NYSHPO)   
   Chief Ron LaFrance Jr. (St. Regis Mohawk Tribe)  
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   Andrew M. Cuomo  
     Governor    

         

    
Rose Harvey  

      
Commissioner  

         

                      
          

Division for Historic Preservation  
                     

          
Peebles Island, PO Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189  

                    518-237-8643            
                     

 www.nysparks.com              
                     

   January 27, 2015  
                     

      

Ian Borlang  
Compliance Manager  
Brookfield Renewable Power  
399 Big Bay Rd  
Queensbury, NY 12804  

                     

        

 Re:  FERC  
   School Street Hydroelectric Project Land Transfer  

Cohoes Falls, Mohawk River  
City of Cohoes, Albany County and Town of Waterford, Saratoga County 12PR02574  

                     

     Dear Mr. Borlang:  
  

  
Thank you for requesting the comments of the New York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  We have reviewed 
the submitted materials in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.    
  



 

 

SHPO has received information (letter dated 23 December 2014) from Brookfield Renewable Power,  
Inc., parent of Erie Boulevard Hydropower, LP, which holds the current license to operate the School Street Hydroelectric 
Project (FERC No. 2539),  regarding their intent to transfer a portion of the project property to an entity known as the 
Hiawatha Institute of Indigenous Knowledge (HIIK).   
  
The School Street plant is located at Cohoes Falls which is historically associated with the formation of the 
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy and also lies within the traditional territory of the Mohican Nation. Consequently, 
this area has the potential to hold religious/cultural significance for a number of  
Native American Nations. Since the portion of the property proposed for transfer was not part of the Area of Potential 
Effects (APE) for the license renewal (07PR05392), its cultural/historical/religious significance was not specifically 
addressed during the relicensing process.   
  
Therefore, SHPO recommends that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), the federal licensing agency for 
the School Street project, should consult with all of the consulting parties, including the federally-recognized Indian 
Nations and the SHPO, to determine the property’s eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and/or 
as a traditional cultural property, to assess the potential effect of the proposed property transfer, and to reach an agreement 
among the consulting parties regarding the disposition of the property.   

20150127-5070 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 1/27/2015 10:17:17 AM 

Perazio, 27 January 2015, page 2  
  
  
If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact me.  
  
Sincerely,  

  
Philip A. Perazio, Historic Preservation Program Analyst - Archeology Unit  
Phone:  518-268-2175  

 e-mail:  philip.perazio@parks.ny.gov              via e-mail only  
  

 cc:  David Arquette, Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs (via U.S. mail)  
   Kimberly Bose, FERC (efile)  
   Bonney Hartley, Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohicans (via email)  
   Mohawk Council of Akwesasne (via U.S. mail)  
   Rachel Price, FERC (via email)  
   Arnold Printup, St. Regis Mohawk Tribe (via email)  
   Sherry White, Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohicans (via email)  
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     ANDREW M. CUOMO  ROSE HARVEY  

         Governor  Commissioner  
                  

 November 30, 2015  
                 

  

Ms. Jennifer Polardino  
FERC  
888 First Street, N.E.   
Washington , District of Columbia 20426  

                 

   Re:   FERC  
School Street Hydroelectric Project Land Transfer  

  

Cohoes Falls, Mohawk River  
12PR02574 
FERC 2539  

                 

  

Dear Ms. Polardino:  
   
Thank you for requesting the comments of the New York State Historic Preservation Office  
(SHPO).  We have reviewed the submitted materials in accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.  These comments are those of the SHPO and relate 
only to Historic/Cultural resources.  They do not include other environmental impacts to New 
York State Parkland that may be involved in or near your project.  Such impacts must be 
considered as part of the environmental review of the project pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act and/or the State Environmental Quality Review Act (New York 
Environmental Conservation Law Article 8).   
  
SHPO is in receipt of a copy of a letter from Wallace A. Miller, Tribal President, 
StockbridgeMunsee Community Band of the Mohican Indians to FERC, dated 25 September 
2015. This letter raises serious issues regarding the proposed transfer of 3.3 acres of land to 
the Hiawatha Institute. In order to continue consultation, we recommend that the best course of 
action would be to hold a face-to-face meeting of all interested parties as soon as possible.   
  



 

 

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact me.  
  
Sincerely,  

  
Philip A. Perazio, Historic Preservation Program Analyst - Archaeology Unit Phone:  
518-268-2175  

 e-mail:  philip.perazio@parks.ny.gov           via e-mail only  

 
  

Division for Historic Preservation P.O. Box 189, 

Waterford, New York 12188-0189 • (518) 237-8643 • www.nysparks.com  
    

    



 

   

20151210-5187  FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/10/2015 9:53:41 AM 



 

  

20151210-5187  FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/10/2015 9:53:41 AM 



20160112-3012 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 01/12/2016 

02/03/2016 05:52 PM Information for Planning and Conservation (IPaC) v2.3.2 Page 1 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION  
  Washington, D. C. 20426  
  
  
  
OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS  
  

Project No. 2539-069- NY School 
Street Hydroelectric Project Erie 
Boulevard Hydropower, L.P.   

  
January 12, 2016  

  
Ms. Rose Harvey, SHPO  
New York State Division for Historic Preservation  
Pebbles Island State Park  
P.O. Box 189  
Waterford, NY 12188-0189  
  
Subject:  Determination of no historic properties affected by the proposed removal of  
3.38 acres of land from the School Street Project (P-2539) boundary  
  
Dear Ms. Harvey:  
  

On August 31, 2015, Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. (Erie) filed an application 
for amendment of license for the School Street Hydroelectric Project No. 2539 (School 
Street Project).24  Erie proposes to amend the School Street Project license to remove 
approximately 3.38 acres of land from the project boundary.  The land proposed for 
removal lies in a narrow strip along the Mohawk River extending upstream and 
downstream of the project’s dam, opposite the shore on which the project’s powerhouse 
and related features are located.  In its application, Erie states that these lands are not 
necessary for the safe and effective operation of the project and that their removal from 
the project boundary would not affect project operations, public infrastructure, 
recreational use, or environmental resources.    

  
As you are aware, the School Street Project is located near Cohoes Falls, a site 

historically associated with the formation of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and 
situated within the traditional territory of the Mohican Nation.    

  
                                                      

24 Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P.  118 FERC ¶ 61,101 (issued 
February 15, 2007).    
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On September 25, 2015, the Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohican  
Indians (Stockbridge) filed comments on Erie’s amendment application.  While not 
opposed to the modification of the project boundary to exclude the 3.38 acres of land in 
question, Stockbridge expressed opposition to the transfer of the land to the Hiawatha 
Institute of Indigenous Knowledge (HIIK).  Similarly, Stockbridge indicated that while it 
does not anticipate an adverse impact resulting from removal of the 3.38 acres of land 
from the project boundary, an adverse effect could perhaps result from the transfer to 
HIIK if Stockbridge were subsequently denied or otherwise prevented access to Cohoes  
Falls over the land in question.  Stockbridge re-filed these comments on November 6,  
2015, during the official comment period.  On December 10, 2015, the Saint Regis 
Mohawk Tribe, a member of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, filed comments in support 
of Erie’s application to remove the 3.38 acres from the project boundary.  Both tribes 
assert historical ties to Cohoes Falls.   
  

During the relicensing process for the School Street Project, Commission staff 
identified several known historic properties in the vicinity of the project, including 
Cohoes Falls.25  Although Cohoes Falls is not located within the project boundary, 
Cohoes Falls was included within the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for relicensing the 
project because the undertaking was capable of affecting the falls.  Any operational 
changes proposed as part of the relicensing had the potential to affect river flows over 
Cohoes Falls.    
  

In the current amendment proceeding, however, the proposed undertaking is not 
capable of affecting Cohoes Falls.  The undertaking in this case is defined as the removal 
of the 3.38 acres lining either side of the Mohawk River from the project boundary.  
Removal of this land from the project boundary has no potential to affect flows over 
Cohoes Falls.  In addition, removal of this land from the project boundary would have no 
effect on access to or viewing of Cohoes Falls.  Because removal of this land has no 
capability of affecting the falls, or any other historic property that might be located 
outside of the 3.38 acres, Commission staff has determined that the APE for this 
undertaking is appropriately limited to the 3.38 acres that Erie proposes to remove from 
the project boundary, and does not include Cohoes Falls.  

  
We recognize that Stockbridge raised concerns that viewing of and access to  

Cohoes Falls might be affected by a larger land transfer from Erie to HIIK.  However, the 
                                                      

25 See Erie’s Historic Properties Management Plan (HPMP) for the School Street 
Project filed on June 25, 2007.  Commission staff approved the HPMP on January 23, 
2008.  Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P., 122 FERC ¶ 62,054.    
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Commission has no jurisdiction to review or condition any actions related to this larger 
land transfer.  As a result, these actions are private, not federal, and are not part of the 
Commission’s undertaking in this case.   

Commission staff has not identified any historic properties or archeological 
resources within the APE (i.e., the 3.38 acres proposed for removal).  Additionally, as 
established in the relicensing proceeding, the presence of undiscovered archeological 
resources within the APE is extremely unlikely.26  Therefore, based on the record before 
us, we have made a determination that no historic properties would be affected by the 
proposed removal of 3.38 acres from the project boundary.  Please provide us with your 
concurrence or any comments within 30 days from the date of this letter.  

  
Further, if any participant provides additional information demonstrating the 

cultural or historic significance of the 3.38-acre parcel proposed for removal from the 
project boundary, we will consider this information and reevaluate our determination as 
appropriate.    

The Commission strongly encourages electronic filing.  Please file any additional 
information using the Commission’s eFiling system at 
http://www.ferc.gov/docsfiling/efiling.asp.  For assistance, please contact FERC Online 
Support at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, (866) 208-3676 (toll free), or (202) 502-
8659 (TTY).  In lieu of electronic filing, please send a paper copy to:  Secretary, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street NE, Washington D.C. 20426.  The first 
page of any filing should include the docket number P-2539-069.     

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Jennifer Polardino 
at (202) 502-6437 or Jennifer.Polardino@ferc.gov.    

  
Sincerely,  

  
  
  

Steve Hocking, Chief  
Environmental and Project Review Branch  
Division of Hydropower  
Administration and Compliance  

  
                                                      
26 See HPMP at 33 (explaining that because the narrow strips of land on both sides of the 
Mohawk River were “intensively developed in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the 
potential for undiscovered cultural resources is low.”).   

http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp
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cc:  Mr. Philip Perazio  
Division for Historic Preservation  

  New York State Parks  
  Pebbles Island State Park  
  P.O. Box 189  
  Waterford, NY  12188-0189  
  

Ms. Nancy Herter  
Division for Historic Preservation  

  New York State Parks  
  Pebbles Island State Park  
  P.O. Box 189  
  Waterford, NY  12188-0189  
  

Mr. Ian Borlang   Erie 
Boulevard Hydropower, L.P.  
399 Big Bay Road  
Queensbury, NY  12804  

  
  Mr. Wallace A. Miller  
  Tribal President  

Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of the Mohican Indians  
N8476 Moh He Con Nuck Road  
Bowler, WI  54416  
  
Ms. Beverly Cook  
Tribal Chief  
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe  
412 State Route 37  
Akwesane, NY 13655  
  
Mr. Ron LaFrance, Jr.  
Tribal Chief  
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe  
412 State Route 37  
Akwesane, NY 13655  

  
Mr. Eric Thompson  
Tribal Chief  
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Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe  
412 State Route 37  
Akwesane, NY 13655  
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Mr. Doug George-Kanentiio  
Vice President  
Hiawatha Institute of Indigenous Knowledge  
727 East Washington Street  
Syracuse, NY 13244  
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122 FERC ¶ 62,067 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. Project No. 2539-038 

ORDER APPROVING RECREATION PLAN UNDER ARTICLE 404 

(Issued January 25, 2008) 

On August 15, 2007, Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. (licensee) filed a recreation plan (plan) pursuant to 
article 404 of the project license for the School Street Project (FERC No. 2539).1  On November 15, 2007, the 
licensee filed a supplement to the plan in response to comments from the Commission staff, which included a 
monitoring report of recreational use and long-term recreational needs into the plan.  The project is located on the 
Mohawk River in Albany and Saratoga Counties, New York. 

BACKGROUND 

Article 404 of the project license requires that, within six months of the date of license issuance, the licensee 
should file for Commission approval a recreation plan consistent with the requirements of Section 3.9 of the 
Settlement Agreement 
(Settlement)2 (Appendix B of the license).  The plan should include, at minimum: 

(1) a provision for an interpretive sign(s) at the Cohoes Falls viewing area that informs the visitor of the 
annual schedule for aesthetic flow releases and historical information about the hydroelectric facilities that are 
visible at the site, as well as a description of how the facilities are operated; 

(2) a provision for extending the parking area toward the canal along the section of School Street 
adjacent to the project penstock intake that would include removing the existing metal storage shed next to the 
powerhouse and landscaping the parking lot; 

 
1 
 Order on Offer of Settlement and Issuing New License issued February 15, 2007 (118 FERC ¶ 61,101) 

2 
 Executed March 7, 2005, among the licensee, New York Rivers United, New  

York State Conservation Council, New York State Department of Environmental  
Conservation, Rensselaer County Conservation Alliance, U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and National Park Service (NPS), and New York Power Authority (signatories), and filed with the 
Commission on March 9, 2005. 

(3) a monitoring report to filed every 6 years during the term of the license concurrent with its Form 80 
filing, that, at a minimum, includes:  (a) annual recreation use figures; (b) a discussion of whether recreation needs 



 

 

are being met at the project; (c) a description of the methodology used to collect all data; (d) a proposal to provide 
additional recreation facilities at the project if the monitoring results indicate such a need; (e) documentation of 
agency consultation and agency comments on the report after it has been prepared and provided to the agencies; 
and (f) specific descriptions of how the agencies’ comments are accommodated by the report. 

The licensee should include with the plan documentation of consultation, copies of comments and 
recommendations on the completed plan after it has been prepared and provided to the Settlement signatories, and 
specific descriptions of how the agencies’ comments are accommodated by the plan.  The licensee should allow a 
minimum of 30 days for the agencies to comment and to make recommendations before filing the plan with the 
Commission.  If the licensee does not adopt a recommendation, the filing should include the licensee’s reasons, 
based on site-specific information. 

Section 3.9 of the Settlement requires the licensee to develop recreational access and facilities at the project 
as listed below.  These would be “carry-in/carry-out” facilities and trash receptacles would not be provided.  The 
licensee should:  

(1) construct a new pedestrian footbridge across the power canal upstream of the powerhouse.  The new 
bridge would be designed to minimize visual intrusion into the Harmony Mills National Historic Landmark 
District.  Final configuration and location are dependent on completion of additional engineering studies; 

(2) construct an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant vehicular drop off area along North 
Mohawk Street near the new bridge; 

(3) install a public, ADA-compliant Cohoes Falls viewing area on the island formed between the power 
canal and the river, near the terminus of the new footbridge to the island.  This viewing area (as well as the new 
pedestrian footbridge) would be closed during winter months; 

(4) construct a footpath to the base of the falls, and a second viewing area and fishing access near the 
base of the falls; 

(5) provide a separate footpath to fishing access near the project tailrace; and, 

(6) develop a trail system on the island, beginning at the terminus of the new footbridge, to facilitate 
daytime recreational use such as bird watching, sightseeing, and fishing above the falls.  The design of the trail 
system would take into account public safety, site security concerns, and protection of archaeological properties.  
This trail system, which connects items 4, 5, and 6, would be open to the public during daylight hours from May 1 
through November 1, annually. 

Based on consultation with the City of Cohoes, Hudson-Mohawk State Heritage Area (RiverSpark), and 
Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor, the licensee should fabricate, install, and maintain signs and exhibits on 
project lands and in the vicinity that deal with:  (a) the geology of Cohoes Falls; (b) their role as a scenic attraction;  
(c) navigation around the falls; (d) waterpower and industrial development by the Cohoes Company and Harmony 

Mills Company; and (e) hydroelectricity DESCRIPTION OF PLAN 



 

 

The licensee’s plan provides a description of the proposed recreation facilities.  The plan’s provisions are 
summarized below: 

Proposed Project Recreational Facilities 

The proposed recreational facilities are located primarily on the island area that abuts the power canal and 
the Mohawk River overlooking Cohoes Falls and the project powerhouse, with additional access provided below 
the powerhouse.  The proposed ADA-compliant pedestrian footbridge would span the canal.  The bridge would 
connect an ADA-accessible bus drop off area adjacent to North Mohawk Street on the land side of the canal to an 
ADA-accessible Cohoes Falls overlook viewing area on the river side of the canal.  Access to the facilities would 
be through a gate, which would be locked during off-hours (dusk to dawn). 

A foot trail would then extend along the canal progressing from the footbridge over the canal in both an 
upstream and downstream direction, and would allow access to the public for activities such as sightseeing and bird 
watching.  The foot trail would have security fencing along its route for safety and guidance purposes. 

The foot trail proceeding upstream along the canal would have a gate at the location where Cohoes Falls 
meets the canal, opposite Manor Avenue.  Although a primitive trail would proceed further upstream along the 
canal, access above the Manor Avenue area would be controlled by an electronic gate system for security and 
public safety concerns. 

The foot trail proceeding downstream from the footbridge would traverse the slope of the island and provide 
access to the tailrace fishing platform and the lower Cohoes Falls primitive trail access and viewing area.  Stairs 
would be constructed to facilitate access to the primitive trail system and southerly shoreline below the falls.  These 
access  
trails would be open to the public during daylight hours from May 1 through November 1. 

Landscaping, Safety, and Security Features 

Security fencing would be provided along the foot trails, as appropriate, to separate the recreational facilities 
from the project structures to ensure safe access to the recreational facilities.  All gates that provide access to the 
foot trails would be locked during the hours of darkness as an additional means of ensuring the safety of the public. 

Recent improvements to the area along School Street and the lower canal area between North Mohawk 
Street and the canal have included: 

Moving the fence adjacent to the parking area along School Street back towards the canal, which has 
allowed for the ability to provide additional parking along School Street as well as associated new 
sidewalks and landscaping.  In addition, the modern operations garage that was located in the parking 
area has been removed providing unobstructed views of the lower canal area. 
Clearing, grading, and seeding the formerly overgrown area between North Mohawk Street and the 
lower canal to provide a visually pleasing lawn area overlooking the lower canal area. 

Tailrace Fishing Access Platform 



 

 

A new tailrace fishing access platform would be constructed adjacent to the upstream side of the 
powerhouse.  Access to the platform would be via the foot trail that extends down the slope from the falls overlook 
in the vicinity of the footbridge access point.  Ladders would be provided along the tailrace retaining wall adjacent 
to the fishing access area to provide an egress point for fishermen who may have accessed the southerly shoreline 
area and need to exit the tailrace area.  The platform would be available for use during daylight hours from May 1 
through November 1, annually. 

Aesthetic Flows 

In accordance with article 402 of the license and Section 3.3 of the Settlement, the licensee would release an 
aesthetic flow of 500 cubic feet per second (cfs) into the bypass reach to provide aesthetic flows over Cohoes Falls 
during daylight hours on weekends and Federal holidays from May 15 through October 31.  Flows are released into 
the bypass reach and over the falls 365 days per year for aquatic habitat enhancement purposes.  During the period 
from May 15 through October 31 when the 500 cfs aesthetic flow is not released, the flow over the falls would be 
245 cfs. 

Conceptual Exhibits and Signs 

The licensee would design and construct an outdoor exhibit that consists primarily of interpretive signage.  
This exhibit would be located at the Cohoes Falls Overlook Viewing Area.  The interpretive signs would provide 
the visitor with contextual information related to the geology, geography, and history of Cohoes Falls and the 
surrounding area.  It is anticipated that the interpretive themes to be presented at the upper Cohoes Falls viewing 
area would include the geology of Cohoes Falls, the various means by which early European and American settlers 
developed schemes for navigating around the falls, the role of Cohoes Falls as a scenic attraction for nineteenth and 
twentieth century visitors, the waterpower and industrial developments undertaken in Cohoes by the Cohoes 
Company and the Harmony Mills Company, and the development of the site for hydroelectric production. 

Monitoring Program 

Long-term monitoring of the recreational use and need for additional facilities and the development of a 
monitoring report would include: (a) annual recreation use figures; (b) a discussion of whether recreation needs are 
being met at the project; (c) a description of the methodology used to collect all data; (d) a proposal to provide 
additional recreation facilities at the project if the monitoring results indicate such a need; (e) documentation of 
agency consultation and agency comments on the report after it has been prepared and provided to the agencies; 
and (f) specific descriptions of how the agencies’ comments are accommodated by the report. 

The monitoring report would be filed with the Commission every six years concurrent with the required 
Recreation Report (Form 80) filing. 

AGENCY CONSULTATION 

The licensee developed the plan in accordance with the consultation requirements of license article 404 and 
Section 3.9 of the Settlement, and submitted it to the Settlement signatories for a review on June 22, 2007.  On 
June 29, 2007, the licensee conducted a site visit for the stakeholders which included a walking tour of the sites of 



 

 

the proposed recreational facilities.  The comments from the site visit were incorporated into the plan and a revised 
plan was submitted to the stakeholders on July 19, 2007.  Comments received on the revised plan were 
incorporated into the plan filed on August 15, 2007. 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

The implementation schedule for the proposed recreational facilities is reasonable.  Construction of the 
recreational facilities would occur during the 2008 construction season with completion and commissioning of the 
facilities by August 15, 2008.  The licensee would develop outdoor exhibits and interpretive signs in consultation 
and coordination with the NPS and local interest organizations. 

The plan adequately addresses the requirements of article 404 of the license and Section 3.9 of the 
Settlement.  The proposed recreational facilities would provide for increased and improved access to the project 
area.  The plan adequately provides for the construction of, enhancements to, and maintenance of the recreational 
facilities.  The interpretive program would educate the public on the area’s natural environment and history.  The 
licensee’s monitoring program would evaluate the level of recreational use of the recreational facilities and the 
need for additional facilities.  The plan contains maps and photographs depicting the location of existing project 
structures and the proposed recreational facilities.  The licensee should file, within 90 days of completion of the 
facilities, as-built drawings consistent with article 203 of the license.  The plan should be approved. 

The Director orders: 

(A) The recreation plan filed August 15, 2007, and supplemented on November 15, 2007, pursuant to 
article 404 of the license and Section 3.9 of the Settlement Agreement of the School Street Project, is approved. 

(B) The completion and commissioning of the facilities with all signs and interpretive exhibits in place 
shall be by August 15, 2008. Within 90 days of completing construction of the new facilities and existing facility 
improvements approved in ordering paragraph (A), the licensee shall file for Commission approval, as-built 
drawings showing the location and layout of the completed facilities in relation to the project boundary.  These 
drawings shall be consistent with article 203 of the license. 

(C) This order constitutes final agency action.  Requests for rehearing by the Commission may be filed 
within 30 days of the date of this order, pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 385.713. 

Robert J. Fletcher 
Chief, Land Resources Branch 
Division of Hydropower 
Administration and Compliance 
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Brookfield   
  
  
  

 Brookfield Renewable Energy Partners  Tel (518) 743-2017  
 NY East Regional Operating Center  Fax (518) 745-4292  
 399 Big Bay Road  www.brookfieldpower.com  

Queensbury, NY  12804  
  

  
April 30, 2013                                               CEII Material Enclosed – Do Not Release  
  
2539-BREG/FERC-374  
  
Hon. Kimberly Bose, Secretary  
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First Street  
Washington, D.C.  20426  
  
Subject:  School Street Hydroelectric Project (P-2539); School Street Exhibit ‘F’ & ‘R’ Updates  
  
In reference to:  None  
  
Dear Secretary Bose:  
  
Brookfield Renewable Energy Group, (Brookfield), on behalf of its wholly owned subsidiary Erie Boulevard, 
Hydropower LP, is hereby submitting revised Exhibit F and R drawings for our School Street Development.  
These revisions include License Settlement upgrades to the project.  Brookfield kindly requests that you 
review and accept these drawings at your first convenience.    
  
If you have any questions, or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (518) 
743-2081 or John Kurimski at (518) 743-2098.  
  
Sincerely,  

  
Matthew Johnson  
Compliance Manager, NY East Operations  
  
cc:  T. Uncher (Brookfield)  
 J. Vallee (Brookfield)  

   R. Shantie (Brookfield)  
   J. Kurimski (Brookfield)  
   J. Auser (Brookfield)  
   N. Agnoli (FERC-NYRO)  
   J. Dutta (FERC-NYRO)  
   E. Gall (FERC-NYRO)  

    
  
  
Enclosures:  7  
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143 FERC ¶ 62,150 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. Project No. 2539-003 ORDER APPROVING 

EXHIBIT R DRAWINGS  

(May 28, 2013) 

 1. On April 30, 2013, Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P. (licensee), licensee for the  
School Street Project (FERC No. 2539), filed two Exhibit R drawings as required by an 
Order Approving Recreation Plan Under Article 404 (Order).1 The project is located on 
the Mohawk River in Albany and Saratoga counties, New York, and does not occupy 
federal land. 

Background 
2. Ordering paragraph (B) of the Order, in part, requires the licensee, within 90 days of 
completing construction of the new facilities and existing facility improvements, to file 
for Commission approval, as-built drawings showing the location and layout of the 
completed facilities in relation to the project boundary.  The drawings file should be 
consistent with Article 203 of the license. 2 

Review 
3. The licensee filed Exhibit R drawings for the Falls View Park and the Cohoes Falls 

Overlook areas.  Staff reviewed the drawings and determined they include the 
necessary facilities and conform to the Commission's rules and regulations.  
Ordering paragraph (A) of this order approves the as-built Exhibit R drawings.  
The Commission approved recreation amenities will be monitored as part of 
oversight of the project; therefore, ordering paragraph (B) requires the licensee to 
file electronic file formats of the approved exhibits.  Ordering paragraph (C) 
requires location point for each Commission approved recreation amenity.   

                                              
1 122 FERC ¶ 62,067 (January 25, 2008). 
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2 118 FERC ¶ 61,101 (February 15, 2007). 
- 2 - 

4. Staff reviewed the approved Recreation Plan to determine the Commission  
approved recreation facilities for this license; a complete listing of these facilities is in the 
table below.   

Table 1 – Approved Recreation Features 

Recreation Site Name Recreation Facilities  
Falls Overlook Viewing Area  Interpretive Sign(s) 

Falls View Park 

• Tailrace Fishing Access 
• Observation Platform 
• Trails 
• ADA Overlook 
• Fishing Platforms (2) 
• Pedestrian Bridge 
• Parking 
• ADA Drop Off Area 
• Interpretive Sign(s) 

The Director orders: 

(A) The following exhibit drawings, filed by Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P.  
for the School Street Project, on April 30, 2013, are approved and made a part of the 
license: 

Exhibit 
No. 

FERC  
Drawing No. Drawing Title 

R-1 P-2539-1007 School Street Development – Recreational Facilities 

R-2 P-2539-1008 
School Street Development – Recreational Facilities  

Detail Plan As-Built 
(B) Within 45 days of the date of issuance of this order, the licensee shall file the 

approved exhibit drawings in electronic file formats.  The licensee shall file two separate sets 
of the exhibit drawings in electronic format with the Secretary of the Commission, ATTN: 
OEP/DHAC.  A third set shall be filed with the Commission's Division of Dam Safety and 
Inspections New York Regional Office.  The file names should include: FERC Project-
Drawing Number, FERC Exhibit Number, Drawing Title, date of this order, and file 
extension in the following format [P-2536-1007, R-1, School Street Development – 
Recreational Facilities, MM-DD-YYYY.TIF].  The electronic drawings should meet the 
following format specification: 
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IMAGERY - black & white raster file 
FILE TYPE – Tagged Image File Format, (TIFF) CCITT Group 4 
RESOLUTION – 300 dpi desired, (200 dpi min) 
DRAWING SIZE FORMAT – 24” X 36” (min), 28” X 40” (max) 
FILE SIZE – less than 1 MB desired 

(C) Within 45 days of the date of this order, the licensee shall file location 
point data and a completed attribute table that is representative of Commission approved 
recreation amenities.  The location points must be positionally accurate to ±40 feet in 
order to comply with National Map Accuracy Standards for maps at a 1: 24,000 scale.  
The location points must include latitude/longitude in decimal degrees, based on the 
horizontal reference datum of the North American Datum of 1983 (NAD 83).  The 
attribute table shall be prepared in accordance with the table on the next page. 

-- The rest of this page has been intentionally left blank -- 
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Project 
# 

Development 
Name 

Amenity 
Name 

Amenity Amenity 
Status 

Latitude Longitude Approval Order1 Notes 

2539 School Street Falls  
Overlook  

Viewing Area 

Interpretive 
Sign(s) 

Constructed 
##.#### ##.#### 

122 FERC ¶ 62,067 
January 25, 2008 

 

2539 
School Street Falls View 

Park 
Tailwater 
Fishing Constructed ##.#### ##.#### 

122 FERC ¶ 62,067 
January 25, 2008 

 

2539 
School Street Falls View 

Park 
Overlooks/ 

Vistas Constructed ##.#### ##.#### 
122 FERC ¶ 62,067 

January 25, 2008 
Observation 

Platform 

2539 
School Street Falls View 

Park 
Trails 

Constructed ##.#### ##.#### 
122 FERC ¶ 62,067 

January 25, 2008 
Trail  

System 

2539 
School Street Falls View 

Park 
Trails 

Constructed ##.#### ##.#### 
122 FERC ¶ 62,067 

January 25, 2008 
Pedestrian 

Bridge 

2539 
School Street Falls View 

Park 
Overlooks/ 

Vistas Constructed ##.#### ##.#### 
122 FERC ¶ 62,067 

January 25, 2008 
ADA  

Overlook 

2539 
School Street Falls View 

Park 
Reservoir 
Fishing Constructed ##.#### ##.#### 

122 FERC ¶ 62,067 
January 25, 2008 

Fishing 
Platform 

2539 
School Street Falls View 

Park 
Reservoir 
Fishing Constructed ##.#### ##.#### 

122 FERC ¶ 62,067 
January 25, 2008 

Fishing 
Platform 

2539 
School Street Falls View 

Park 
Interpretive 

Sign(s) Constructed ##.#### ##.#### 
122 FERC ¶ 62,067 

January 25, 2008 
 

                                                      
1 Provide the order name and issuance date which approved each listed recreation amenity. 
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(D) This order constitutes final agency action.  Any party may file a request 
for rehearing of this order within 30 days from the date of its issuance, as provided in 
section 313(a) of the Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. § 825l (2006), and the Commission’s 
regulations at 18 C.F.R. § 385.713 (2012).  The filing of a request for rehearing does not 
operate as a stay of the effective date of this order, or of any other date specified in this 
order.  The licensee’s failure to file a request for rehearing shall constitute acceptance of 
this order.   

Charles K. Cover, P.E. 
Chief, Project Review Branch 
Division of Hydropower Administration  
and Compliance 
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION  
Washington, D. C. 20426  

  
OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS    
  

Project No. 2539-003- New York   
School Street Hydroelectric Project  
Idaho Power Company  

                
Mr. Matthew Johnson        March 6, 2014  
Compliance Manager  
Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P.  
399 Big Bay Road  
Queensbury, New York 12804  
  
Subject:  Acknowledgement of Revisions to the FERC Approved Recreation Facilities 
and Approved Recreation Amenities Tables.  
  
Dear Mr. Johnson,  
  
  This letter is to inform you that we have received your Commission approved 
recreation amenity information table filed on October 29, 2013, pursuant to ordering 
paragraph (C) of an Order Approving Exhibit R Drawings.1    
  

We reviewed your submittal and determined that you have fulfilled all of the 
requirements of ordering paragraph (C).  Our review identified that we need to revise the 
Commission Approved Recreation Facilities Table to reflect your clarification on the 
number of interpretive signs located at the project’s recreation sites; additionally, we 
have removed points which were not requirements of the table as well as the trails which 
were determined to be access paths.  The minor changes have been included in the 
revised Commission Approved Recreation Facilities Table in Appendix A of this letter.  
Appendix B of this letter includes a revised recreation amenities table.    

If you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact Krista Sakallaris 
via telephone at (202)502-6302.  

  
  
Charles K. Cover, P.E.  
Chief, Project Review Branch Division 
of Hydropower Administration   and 
Compliance  

                                                      
1 143 FERC ¶ 62,150 issued May 28, 2013.  
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Appendix A. Commission Approved Recreation Facilities at the School Street Hydroelectric 
Project (FERC No. 2539).  
  

Table 1 – Approved Recreation Features  
Recreation Site Name  Recreation Facilities   

Falls Overlook Viewing Area  
• Observation Platform  
• 1 Interpretive Sign  

Falls View Park  

• Tailrace Fishing Access  
• 2 Observation Platforms  
• Access Paths  
• ADA Overlook  
• Fishing Platforms (2)  
• Pedestrian Bridge  
• Parking  
• ADA Drop Off Area  
• 7 Interpretive Signs  
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Appendix B.  Commission Approved Recreation Amenities at the School Street Hydroelectric 
Project (FERC No. 2539).  
  

Project 
#  

Development 
Name  

Amenity 
Name  

Amenity  Amenity 
Status  

Latitude  Longitude  FERC Citation 
& Date  

Notes  

2539  School Street  Falls  
Overlook  
Viewing 

Area  

Interpretive 
Sign  

Constructed  

42.786427  -73.710378  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Navigating  
Around  

Cohoes Falls  
Information  

  

2539  
School Street  Falls View 

Park  
Tailwater 
Fishing  Constructed  42.785359  -73.707951  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Fishing  
Platform  

  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Overlooks/  
Vistas  Constructed  42.78549  -73.708061  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Observation 
Platform  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Overlooks/  
Vistas  Constructed  42.786427  -73.710378  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

ADA  
Overlook  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Reservoir 
Fishing  Constructed  42.786072  -73.710284  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Fishing 
Platform  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Reservoir 
Fishing  Constructed  42.785659  -73.709966  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Fishing 
Platform  

2539  
School Street  Falls  

Overlook  
Viewing 

Area  

Overlooks/ 
Vistas  Constructed  42.785901  -73.708942  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Observation  
Platform  

  

2539  

School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Interpretive 
Sign  

Constructed  42.785657  -73.710802  
122 FERC ¶  

62,067  
January 25,  

2008  

Welcome To  
Brookfield's  
Falls View  

Park  
  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Interpretive 
Sign  Constructed  42.785322  -73.710824  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Corner Kiosk  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Interpretive 
Sign  Constructed  42.785391  -73.71075  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Begin Kiosk  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Interpretive 
Sign  Constructed  42.785854  -73.709643  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Deep Gorge -  
Big Waterfall  
Information  
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2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Interpretive 
Sign  Constructed  42.785883  -73.709689  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Sightseeing 
Information  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Interpretive 
Sign  Constructed  42.785667  -73.709554  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

What's Down 
There?  

Information  

2539  
School Street  

Falls View 
Park  

Interpretive 
Sign  Constructed  42.785345  -73.707965  

122 FERC ¶  
62,067  

January 25,  
2008  

Fish At The 
Falls  

Information  
  

  



 

 

20150401-5184 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 4/1/2015 9:13:02 AM 

  
 General Information:    

This form collects data on recreation amenities at projects licensed by FERC under the Federal Power Act (16 USC 791a-825r). This form must be 
submitted by licensees of all projects except those specifically exempted under 18 CFR 8.11 (c).  For regular, periodic filings, submit this form on or 
before April 1, 2015. Submit subsequent filings of this form on or before April 1, every 6th year thereafter (for example, 2021, 2027, etc.). For initial 
Form No. 80 filings (18CFR 8.11(b)), each licensee of an unconstructed project shall file an initial Form No. 80 after such project has been in operation 
for a full calendar year prior to the filing deadline. Each licensee of an existing (constructed) project shall file an initial Form No. 80 after such project 
has been licensed for a full calendar year prior to the filing deadline. Filing electronically is preferred.  (See http://www.ferc.gov for more information.)  
If you cannot file electronically, submit an original and two copies of the form to the: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Office of the Secretary, 
888 First St., NE, Washington, DC 20426.    
  
The public burden estimated for this form is three hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the collection of information.  Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any 
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing burden, to: FERC via e-mail  
DataClearance@ferc.gov; or mail to 888 First Street NE, Washington, DC 20426 (Attention: Information Clearance Officer) and Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB), via e-mail to oira_submission@omb.eop.gov; or mail to OMB, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Attention: Desk Officer 
for FERC, Washington, DC 20503.  Include OMB Control Number 1902-0106 as a point of reference. No person shall be subject to any penalty for 
failing to comply with a collection of information if the collection of information does not display a valid control number (44 U.S.C. § 3512 (a)).  
  
Instructions:  
a. All data reported on this form must represent publicly available recreation amenities and services located within the project boundary.  
b. To ensure a common understanding of terms, please refer to the Glossary on page 3.  
c. Report actual data for each item. If actual data are unavailable, then please estimate.  
d. Submit a completed form for each development at your project.  
  
Schedule 1. General Data  

Respondent Certification: The undersigned certifies that he/she examined this report; and to the best of his/her knowledge, all data provided herein are 

Federal Energy Regulatory  
Commission (FERC) FERC 
Form 80  

Licensed Hydropower Development 
Recreation Report  

Form Approved  
OMB No. 1902-0106  
Expires: 09/30/2016  
Burden 3.0 hours  

1. Licensee Name: ______________________________  
  
2. Project Name: ________________________________  
  
3. Project Number: ______________________________  
  
4. Development Name: ___________________________  

Complete the following for each development if more than one.  
  
8. Reservoir Surface Area at Normal Pool (acres): __________  
  
9. Shoreline Miles at Normal Pool: __________  
  
10. Percent of Shoreline Available for Public Use: _______  

States Development/Project Traverses (List state with largest area 
within the development/project boundary first):  
  
5. State #1:   _______  
6. State #2:   _______  
  
7. Type of Project License:       Major _____  
(check one)                              Minor _____  

11. Data Collection Methods (enter percent for each method used; total 
must equal 100%):  
  
_____ traffic count/trail count  
_____ attendance records  
_____ staff observation  
_____ visitor counts or surveys  
_____ estimate (explain)  
  

For 2014, enter only the licensee’s annual recreational construction, operation, and maintenance costs for the development (project). Also, enter 
the annual recreational revenues for that year.  

  
Item  

Licensee’s Annual Recreation Costs and Revenues  (In Whole Dollars)  
  Construction, Operation and Maintenance Costs  Recreation Revenues for Calendar Year  

12. Dollar Values      

13. Length of Recreation Season:   Summer: From (MM/DD) _________ To _________    Winter: From (MM/DD) _______ To _________  

  
Period  

Number of visits to all recreational areas at development/project (in Recreation Days)  
Annual Total  Peak Weekend Average (see Glossary)  

14. Daytime      
15. Nighttime      



 

 

true, complete, and accurate.  

__________________________  _______________________________  _____________________________  
Legal Name  Title  Area Code/Phone No.  
__________________________  _______________________________  _____________________________  
Signature  Date Signed  Reporting Year Ending  
  
Title 18 U.S.C.1001 makes it a crime for any person knowingly and willingly to make to any Agency or department of the United States any false, 
fictitious or fraudulent statement or misrepresentation as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 



 

 

Federal Energy Regulatory   Licensed Hydropower Development Recreation Report            Page 2 of 3  
Commission (FERC)                   FERC Form 80  

Schedule 2. Inventory of Publicly Available Recreation Amenities Within the Project Boundary  
16. Enter data for each Recreation Amenity Type (a).  For User Free (b) and User Fee (c) enter the number of publicly available recreation amenities, located within the project boundary, regardless of provider.  For FERC  
Approved (d) enter the number of amenities identified under User Free (b) and User Fee (c) for which the licensee has an ongoing responsibility for funding or maintenance (see Glossary for further detail).  For Capacity 
Utilization(f), of the total publicly available amenities (b) + (c), compare the average non‐peak weekend use (see Glossary) for each recreation amenity type (during the recreation season, with the highest use, reported 
on Schedule 1, Item 13) with the total combined capacity of each amenity type and enter a percentage that indicates their overall level of use.  For example, if all public boat launches are used to half capacity during the 
nonpeak weekend days, enter 50% (should use exceed capacity for an amenity type, enter the appropriate percentage above 100).  
  

Recreation Amenity Type (a)  
Number of Recreation Amenities  Total  

Units  
(e)  

Capacity 
Utilization (%) (f)  User 

Free (b)  
User Fee  

(c)  
FERC 

Approved (d)  
  
Boat Launch Areas. Improved areas having one or more boat launch lanes (enter number in column e) and are usually marked 
with signs, have hardened surfaces, and typically have adjacent parking.  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

Lanes  

  
  

Marinas. Facilities with more than 10 slips on project waters, which include one or more of the following: docking, fueling, repair 
and storage of boats; boat/equipment rental; or sell bait/food (see Glossary FERC approved).        N/A    
Whitewater Boating.  Put‐ins/Take‐outs specifically designated for whitewater access.    

  
    N/A  

  

Portages. Sites designed for launching and taking out canoes/kayaks and the improved, designated, and maintained trails 
connecting such sites (enter length of trail in column e).        Feet    
Tailwater Fishing. Platforms, walkways, or similar structures to facilitate below dam fishing.    

  
    N/A  

  

Reservoir Fishing. Platforms, walkways, or similar structures to facilitate fishing in the reservoir pool or feeder streams.    
  

    N/A  
  

Swim Areas. Sites providing swimming facilities (bath houses, designated swim areas, parking and sanitation facilities).  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  Acres  

  
  

Trails. Narrow tracks used for non‐automobile recreation travel which are mapped and designated for specific use(s) such as 
hiking, biking, horseback riding, snowmobiling, or XC skiing (excludes portages, paths or accessible routes; See Glossary).          

Miles  

  

Active Recreation Areas. Playground equipment, game courts/fields, golf/disc golf courses, jogging tracks, etc.    
  

    Acres  
  

Picnic Areas. Locations containing one or more picnic sites (each of which may include tables, grills, trash cans, and parking).    
  

    Sites  
  

Overlooks/Vistas. Sites established to view scenery, wildlife, cultural resources, project features, or landscapes.    
  

    Acres  
  

Visitor Centers. Buildings where the public can gather information about the development/project, its operation, nearby historic, 
natural, cultural, recreational resources, and other items of interest.        N/A    
Interpretive Displays. Signage/Kiosks/Billboards which provide information about the development/project, its operation, 
nearby historic, natural, cultural, recreational resources, and other items of interest.        N/A  N/A  



 

 

Hunting Areas. Lands open to the general public for hunting.    
  

    Acres  
  

Winter Areas. Locations providing opportunities for skiing, sledding, curling, ice skating, or other winter activities.    
  

    
Acres    

  
Campgrounds. Hardened areas developed to cluster campers (may include sites for tents, trailers, recreational vehicles [RV], 
yurts, cabins, or a combination, but excludes group camps).  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

Acres  

  

N/A  
Campsites. Sites for tents, trailers, recreational vehicles [RV], yurts, cabins, or a combination of temporary uses.    

  
    N/A  

  

Cottage Sites. Permanent, all‐weather, buildings rented for short‐term use, by the public, for recreational purposes.    
  

    N/A  
  

Group Camps. Areas equipped to accommodate large groups of campers that are open to the general public (may be operated by 
public, private, or non‐profit organizations).        Sites    
Dispersed Camping Areas. Places visitors are allowed to camp outside of a developed campground (enter number of sites in clmn. 
e).        Sites    
Informal Use Areas. Well used locations which typically do not include amenities, but require operation and maintenance and/or 
public safety responsibilities        

    

  
Access Points. Well‐used sites (not accounted for elsewhere on this form) for visitors entering project lands or waters, without 
trespassing, for recreational purposes (may have limited development such as parking, restrooms, signage).  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

N/A  

  
  

Other. Amenities that do not fit in the categories identified above. Please specify (if more than one, separate by commas):  
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Data Collection Methods. (Schedule 1, Item 11) – If a percentage is entered for the estimate alternative, please provide an explanation of the methods used (if submitted 
on a separate piece of paper, please include licensee name, project number, and development name)  
  
Development. The portion of a project which includes:  

(a) a reservoir; or  
(b) a generating station and its specifically-related waterways.  

  
Exemption from Filing. Exemption from the filing of this form granted upon Commission approval of an application by a licensee pursuant to the provisions of 18 CFR 
8.11(c).  
  
General Public. Those persons who do not have special privileges to use the shoreline for recreational purposes, such as waterfront property ownership, water-privileged 
community rights, or renters with such privileges.  
  
Licensee. Any person, state, or municipality licensed under the provisions of Section 4 of the Federal Power Act, and any assignee or successor in interest. For the 
purposes of this form, the terms licensee, owner, and respondent are interchangeable except where:  

(a) the owner or licensee is a subsidiary of a parent company which has been or is required to file this form; or  
(b) there is more than one owner or licensee, of whom only one is responsible for filing this form. Enter the name of the entity that is responsible for filing this report in 

Schedule 1, Item 2.1.  
  
Major License. A license for a project of more than 1,500 kilowatts installed capacity.  
  
Minor License. A license for a project of 1,500 kilowatts or less installed capacity.  
  
Non-Peak Weekend. Any weekend that is not a holiday and thus reflects more typical use during the recreation season.  
  
Number of Recreation Amenities. Quantifies the availability of natural or man-made property or facilities for a given recreation amenity type. This includes all recreation 
resources available to the public within the development/project boundary. The resources are broken into the following categories:  
  

User Free (Schedule 2, column b) - Those amenities within the development/project that are free to the public;  
  

User Fee (Schedule 2, column c) - Those amenities within the development/project where the licensee/facility operator charges a fee;   
  

FERC Approved (Schedule 2, column d) – Those amenities within the development/project required by the Commission in a license or license amendment 
document, including an approved recreation plan or report. Recreation amenities that are within the project boundary, but were approved by the licensee through the 
standard land use article or by the Commission through an application for non-project use of project lands and waters, are typically not counted as FERC approved, 
unless they are available to the public, but may be counted as either user free or user fee resources. The total FERC approved amenities column does not necessarily 
have to equal the sum of user free and user fee amenities.  
  
Peak Use Weekend. Weekends when recreational use is at its peak for the season (typically Memorial Day, July 4th & Labor Day). On these weekends, recreational use 
may exceed the capacity of the area to handle such use.  Include use for all three days in the holiday weekends when calculating Peak Weekend Average for items 14 & 
15 on Schedule 1.  
  
Recreation Day. Each visit by a person to a development (as defined above) for recreational purposes during any portion of a 24-hour period.  
  
Revenues. Income generated from recreation amenities at a given project/development during the previous calendar year. Includes fees for access or use of area.  
  
Total Units (Schedule 2, column e) – Provide the total length, or area, or number that is appropriate for each amenity type using the metric provided.  
  
Trails. Narrow tracks used for non-automobile recreation travel which are mapped and designated for specific use(s) such as hiking, biking, horseback riding, 
snowmobiling, or XC skiing.  Trails are recreation amenities which provide the opportunity to engage in recreational pursuits, unlike paths (means of egress whose 
primary purpose is linking recreation amenities at a facility) or accessible routes (means of egress which meets the needs of persons with disability and links accessible 
recreation amenities and infrastructure at a facility).  

 

 
 
 

 


