
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CRESCENT PROJECT 
 

LIHI APPLICATION 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT C 
 

FISH PASSAGE AND PROTECTION 
 



L I T T L E V I L L E  P O W E R  C O M P A N Y ,  I N C .  
A  S U B S I D I A R Y  O F  E N E L  G R E E N  P O W E R  N O R T H  A M E R I C A ,  I N C .  

 

Green Power 
 
Enel Green Power North America, Inc. 
 
One Tech Drive, Suite 220  
Andover, Massachusetts USA  01810 
T  978 681 1900     F  978 681 7727 
 
Via eMail January 30, 2015 
 
 
Mr. Michael J. Sale, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Low Impact Hydropower Institute 
704 Potters Falls Road 
Wartburg, TN  37877 
 
 
Re: Crescent (Texon) Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2986-MA); 
 Upstream Catadromous Fish Passage Commitment. 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sale: 

Littleville Power Company, Inc. (LPC) has received the intake review comments 
for our application for Low Impact Hydropower Institute certification for the Crescent 
(Texon) Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2986), located on the Westfield River in Russell, 
MA.  The reviewer’s comments under section C.3(b) (Fish Passage and Protection) 
discuss the potential need for future upstream passage for catadromous species.  LPC is 
providing this letter to confirm its commitment to providing upstream passage for 
catadromous fish species at the Crescent Project, if and when requested to do so by the 
resource agencies.  While at this time no request has been made, LPC understands and 
supports the need to provide timely passage facilities at this project once such request is 
made.   

If you have any questions concerning or need additional information regarding 
this subject please do not hesitate to contact me at (978) 681-1900, extension 809, or 
by email at Kevin.Webb@enel.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Littleville Power Company, Inc. 

 
Kevin M. Webb 
Hydro Licensing Manager 
 
 
cc: R. Bartlett, LPC 
 Al Nash, Renewable Power Consulting 
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July 15, 2012

Feds end Connecticut River salmon restoration effort

The Eagle-Tribune

---- — MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — The federal government is ending its conservation effort to restore 
Atlantic salmon in the Connecticut River basin because the nearly half-century old program that has 
stocked about 100 million small fish in tributaries throughout western New England is not working well 
enough to justify the continued cost, an official said. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also is beginning a three-year evaluation of a similar program in the 
Merrimack River basin in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, which could lead to the end of its 
participation in Atlantic salmon restoration programs there as well, said Fish and Wildlife Regional 
Assistant Director for Fisheries Bill Archambault. 

The only bright spot for Atlantic salmon in the northeastern United States is in Maine where salmon, 
which were once common throughout the region, continue to return in relatively large numbers to the 
Penobscot River basin after growing to adulthood in the North Atlantic and returning to the small rivers 
and streams to spawn, he said. 

“I think I speak for most of the biologists for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in that we would very 
much like to see Atlantic salmon restored to the Connecticut River,” Archambault said. “These are by far 
the most high-profile, majestic fish of the Connecticut River.” 

In 2010 Fish and Wildlife stocked around 6 million tiny fry and 75,000 to 90,000 larger salmon smolts 
throughout the Connecticut River estuary at a cost of about $2 million. This spring about 50 adult salmon 
returned to the Connecticut to spawn in the tributaries where they were released, Archambault said. 

To build a self-sustaining population would require the return of at least 1,000 fish a year, Archambault 
said.

“The fact is there was a lot of money thrown at this for a long time. And the fact that the agency with the 
statutory responsibility for recovering these fish has admitted failure is significant,” said Chris Wood, the 
president of Trout Unlimited the national group that works to promote the health of cold-water fish. 
“The larger perspective is that trout and salmon are the ultimate indicators of the health of the land 
because every single thing that we do on the land is indicated by the health of the rivers that surround 
us.” 

When Europeans first arrived in what is now New England almost 400 years ago, hundreds of thousands 
of Atlantic salmon swam up the Connecticut River every year almost to the Canadian border. But the 
stocks were wiped out around 1800 after the construction of dams kept the fish from making it upstream. 
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In 1967 Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticut got together with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and started working to restore Atlantic salmon to the Connecticut River basin. 

If scientists learn more from successful Atlantic salmon programs elsewhere the Connecticut River 
program could be brought back. “But the science right now just doesn’t justify continued effort from the 
Fish and Wildlife Service standpoint. I totally agree and am very comfortable with the science that 
allowed us to redirect,” Archambault said. 

Wood said there were too many obstacles in the Connecticut River to successful Atlantic salmon 
restoration, including dams that block fish access to the tributaries where they breed. He pointed to 
Maine’s Penobscot River, where conservation efforts are removing dams that block fish access to their 
breeding grounds, opening up more than 1,000 miles of tributaries. 

Archambault called the Penobscot “the last great hope for salmon in the lower 48.”

The Fish and Wildlife decision, announced Tuesday at a meeting in Hadley, Mass., ends the federal 
participation in the Atlantic salmon restoration. Connecticut and Massachusetts could choose to continue 
their own programs, Archambault said. 

The fish released into the tributaries of Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticut live 
there until they are two years old and then swim downstream into the Connecticut River and then the 
Atlantic Ocean. They will spend their adult lives in the North Atlantic before returning to the streams 
where they were released to breed. 

Enough of the fish are making it into the Atlantic Ocean. Scientists don’t know why so few fish and able 
to return from the Atlantic. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service is helping to run a similar program in the Merrimack River. Scientists are 
doing a three-year evaluation of the program there as well. If the rates of return continue to remain low 
the federal participation in that program will likely end as well. 

Despite of the failure of the Atlantic salmon program to restore a breeding population, it had other 
benefits, including an improved habitat, the removal of some dams and installation of fish ladders that 
have benefited other species, Archambault said. 
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