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October 2,2018

 Shannon Ames, Executive Director
Low Tmpact Hydropower Inshitvte
13292 Massachusetts Ave. Suvite 2
Lexington, MA 02420

‘Re: Floo ding and Ecological Damage of Beaver Lake

Deax Ms. Ames

\Verplane Coluin surveyed +he Adivondacks about
(874 ysing a method of triangulation to locate
mountaine and lakes and theic elevations . He laid
out a baseline on the ice of Lake Champlain and
finished with a baseline on Beaver Lake. Ta the
1430’s powex plants weve built on the Beavex
Rier; one of which was on the laKe’s 1nlet
( Moshiex) and one on toe lake’s ootlet (Eagle Falls).
Since. the Construetion of these plants, the
elevation 0f Reauer Lake has risen from 14257
in 1912 4o 142L.87 in 1989. This ncrease af lake
elevation has caused seviovs shoreline erosion
and the undermining of reot systems of old
growth frees avond the entive|ake. The ecoded
Soil is ‘5@H‘\iﬂg on the botfom o0f the laKe and
Covering the natural sand and gravel, giving
agualic vegetation a fertile bed 4o grow on.

Every Labor Day weekend the power Company
enter taine Kayalkers with o four houvr 400 c£s
release of water Lvom the bottom of Moshievr
Reservoir. This release sends tone of sediment
Into BPeaver Lake Where the power tompany
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Impounds the water and the sediment settles
on o the botfom of the lake.

The ecratic lake levels caused by the
power (ompany have Cavsed Con 81derable
damage +o the ecology of the lake and
personal property. The power Company owns

auges at Moshier and Eagle Falls powex

plants that show them the water level changes
on Beavex Lake 40 be moce than some o€
Their reservoirs,

Water comes into Beaver Lake +hrough
o 107 diameter pipe from Moshier Dam . Water
leaves Beaver Lake through a 4/ diametex ?3\9&.
There are =ix named streams thal enter the
Nake, Moshier PlanT discharges 6460 cfs af”
Mmaximum opexation and Eagle falls Plant
discharges a maximum of (650 cfs, In a rain
event.. it is Impossible for the power Company
NOT 4o caumnse —ﬂoodmg on Peaver hake !

I have. been on Beaver Lake for meore
Fhan 67 years ond have witnessed that most
of +he envivronmented damage has happened
sSince, aboot 1996, Pefore 1996 the one foot high
Clash boards wexe removed before winkter and
replaced after loon nesting in late July.
Removal of Hhese flash boards or the
installation of h\sh Capacity telease gate
would ease the pressure now put on the
Peaver L oke environment:
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With more Wa‘\'ex (oming nto +he
lake than the power Company Can
Ph\/simH\/ \et 001‘)- becavse of man-made
tesfrictions, 1 SugaesT they not be
re-licensed until The problem +they
Ccursed lbe (ovrected.
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Rtec J. Millec
3024 Dicob Re.
Lowville, N.Y. 1 3367
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