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April 12, 2021 
 

William Short 
PO Box 237173 
New York NY 10023-7173 
 
RE:         Project Location: Gardners Falls Project (Deerfield River Mile 16 +/- 2 miles) 

Town: BUCKLAND, SHELBURNE 
NHESP Tracking No.: 17-36618 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the MA Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife (the “Division”) for information regarding state-listed rare species in the vicinity of 
the above referenced site.  Based on the information provided, this project site, or a portion thereof, is 
located within Priority Habitat 1778, 1786 & 1810 (PH 1778, PH 1786, & PH 1810) as indicated in the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (14th Edition) for the following state-listed rare species: 
 
GF – Tailrace ZoE to Uppermost portion of Deerfield #2 Impoundment & 
GF – Bypassed Reach ZoE: 
 
Priority Habitat 1778 

Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Alnus viridis ssp crispa Mountain Alder Plant Special Concern 
 
Priority Habitat 1786 

Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Alnus viridis ssp crispa Mountain Alder Plant Special Concern 

Celastrus scandens American Bittersweet Plant Threatened 
 
GF -Impoundment ZoE to Deerfield #3 Tailrace: 
 
Priority Habitat 1810 

Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Alnus viridis ssp crispa Mountain Alder Plant Special Concern 
Mimulus moschatus Muskflower Plant Threatened 

 
The species listed above are protected under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (M.G.L. 
c. 131A) and its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00).  State-listed wildlife are also protected 
under the state’s Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) (M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) and its implementing regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00).  Fact sheets for most state-listed rare species can be found on our website 
(www.mass.gov/nhesp). 
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Please note that projects and activities located within Priority and/or Estimated Habitat must be 
reviewed by the Division for compliance with the state-listed rare species protection provisions of MESA 
(321 CMR 10.00) and/or the WPA (310 CMR 10.00).   
 
Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) 
If the project site is within Estimated Habitat and a Notice of Intent (NOI) is required, then a copy of the 
NOI must be submitted to the Division so that it is received at the same time as the local conservation 
commission.  If the Division determines that the proposed project will adversely affect the actual 
Resource Area habitat of state-protected wildlife, then the proposed project may not be permitted (310 
CMR 10.37, 10.58(4)(b) & 10.59).  In such a case, the project proponent may request a consultation with 
the Division to discuss potential project design modifications that would avoid adverse effects to rare 
wildlife habitat.  
 
A streamlined joint MESA/WPA review process is now available.  When filing a Notice of Intent (NOI), 
the applicant may now file concurrently under the MESA on the same NOI form and qualify for a 30-day 
streamlined joint review.  For a copy of the revised NOI form, please visit the MA Department of 
Environmental Protection’s website: 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/service/approvals/wpa-form-3.html. 
 
MA Endangered Species Act (MESA) 
If the proposed project is located within Priority Habitat and is not exempt from review (see 321 CMR 
10.14), then project plans, a fee, and other required materials must be sent to Natural Heritage 
Regulatory Review to determine whether a probable Take under the MA Endangered Species Act would 
occur (321 CMR 10.18).  Please note that all proposed and anticipated development must be disclosed, 
as MESA does not allow project segmentation (321 CMR 10.16).  For a MESA filing checklist and 
additional information please see our website: www.mass.gov/regulatory-review.     
 
We recommend that rare species habitat concerns be addressed during the project design phase prior 
to submission of a formal MESA filing, as avoidance and minimization of impacts to rare species and 
their habitats is likely to expedite endangered species regulatory review.   
 
This evaluation is based on the most recent information available in the Natural Heritage database, 
which is constantly being expanded and updated through ongoing research and inventory.  If the 
purpose of your inquiry is to generate a species list to fulfill the federal Endangered Species Act (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) information requirements for a permit, proposal, or authorization of any kind from a 
federal agency, we recommend that you contact the National Marine Fisheries Service at (978)281-9328 
and use the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Information for Planning and Conservation website 
(https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac). If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Melany 
Cheeseman, Endangered Species Review Assistant, at (508) 389-6357. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 

http://www.mass.gov/regulatory-review
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac
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Assistant Director 
 
 



 
 

 

June 7, 2017, revised 
 

William P Short III 
PO Box 237173 
New York NY 10023-7173 
 
RE:         Project Location: Gardner Falls Project, FERC P-2334, Deerfield River 

Town: BUCKLAND, SHELBURNE 
NHESP Tracking No.: 17-36618 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the MA Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife (the “Division”) for information regarding state-listed rare species in the vicinity of 
the above referenced site.  Based on the information provided, this project site, or a portion thereof, is 
located within Priority Habitat 1410 (PH 1410) and Estimated Habitat 340 (EH 340) as indicated in the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (13th Edition).   
 
The Division is providing an updated and revised Information Request Letter to better respond to the 
initial request filed with our office and the scope of the subject project. This letter replaces in its 
entirety the letter issued by the Division on 5/5/17.  Our database indicates that the following state-
listed rare species have been found in the vicinity of the site: 
 

 THE DEERFIELD RIVER ABOVE GARDNERS FALLS DAM BETWEEN NEW ENGLAND POWER COMPANY #2 AND FACE 

OF GARDNER FALLS PROJECT DAM: 

 
Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Boyeria grafiana Ocellated Darner Dragonfly Special Concern 
Neurocordulia yamaskanensis Stygian Shadowdragon Dragonfly Special Concern 
Alnus viridis ssp crispa Mountain Alder Plant Special Concern 
Mimulus moschatus Muskflower Plant Special Concern 
Symphyotrichum tradescantii Tradescant's Aster Plant Threatened 
Glyptemys insculpta Wood Turtle Reptile Special Concern 
 
 

 THE DEERFIELD RIVER BETWEEN THE GARNDER FALLS DAM AND THE TAILRACE OF THE GARDNER FALLS 

POWERHOUSE: 
 
Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Boyeria grafiana Ocellated Darner Dragonfly Special Concern 
Neurocordulia yamaskanensis Stygian Shadowdragon Dragonfly Special Concern 
Alnus viridis ssp crispa Mountain Alder Plant Special Concern 
Celastrus scandens American Bittersweet Plant Endangered 
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Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Mimulus moschatus Muskflower Plant Special Concern 
Symphyotrichum tradescantii Tradescant's Aster Plant Threatened 
Glyptemys insculpta Wood Turtle Reptile Special Concern 
 
 

 THE DEERFIELD RIVER BELOW THE TAILRACE OF THE GARDNER FALLS POWERHOUSE TO NEW ENGLAND POWER 

COMPANY #2 DAM FACE: 
 
Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Neurocordulia yamaskanensis Stygian Shadowdragon Dragonfly Special Concern 
Boyeria grafiana Ocellated Darner Dragonfly Special Concern 
Alnus viridis ssp crispa Mountain Alder Plant Special Concern 
Symphyotrichum tradescantii Tradescant's Aster Plant Threatened 
Glyptemys insculpta Wood Turtle Reptile Special Concern 
 
The species listed above are protected under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (M.G.L. 
c. 131A) and its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00).  State-listed wildlife are also protected 
under the state’s Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) (M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) and its implementing regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00).  Fact sheets for most state-listed rare species can be found on our website 
(www.mass.gov/nhesp). 
 
This evaluation is based on the most recent information available in the Natural Heritage database, 
which is constantly being expanded and updated through ongoing research and inventory.  If the 
purpose of your inquiry is to generate a species list to fulfill the federal Endangered Species Act (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) information requirements for a permit, proposal, or authorization of any kind from a 
federal agency, we recommend that you contact the National Marine Fisheries Service at (978)281-9328 
and use the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Information for Planning and Conservation website 
(https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac). If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Emily Holt, 

Endangered Species Review Assistant, at (508) 389-6385.. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
         
Thomas W. French, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
 

file://///env.govt.state.ma.us/enterprise/FWE-Westborough-WKGRP/NHESP/ENVIRONMENTAL%20REVIEW/!Daisy/Info%20Request%20Letters/www.mass.gov/nhesp
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac
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