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FEDERALLY LISTED ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES IN 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

COUNTY SPECIES 
FEDERAL 

STATUS 
GENERAL LOCATION/HABITAT TOWNS 

Barnstable 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches All Towns 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean All Towns 

Northeastern beach 

tiger beetle 
Threatened Coastal Beaches Chatham 

Sandplain gerardia Endangered Open areas with sandy soils. Sandwich and Falmouth. 

Northern Red-

bellied Cooter 
Endangered Inland Ponds and Rivers Bourne (north of the Cape Cod Canal) 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Berkshire 

Bog Turtle Threatened Wetlands Egremont and Sheffield 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Bristol 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches Fairhaven, Dartmouth, Westport 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean 
Fairhaven, New Bedford, Dartmouth, 

Westport 

Northern Red-

bellied Cooter 
Endangered Inland Ponds and Rivers Taunton 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Dukes 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean All Towns 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches All Towns 

Northeastern beach 

tiger beetle 
Threatened Coastal Beaches Aquinnah and Chilmark 

Sandplain gerardia Endangered Open areas with sandy soils. West Tisbury 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 
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COUNTY SPECIES 
FEDERAL 

STATUS 
GENERAL LOCATION/HABITAT TOWNS 

Essex 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Gloucester, Essex and Manchester 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches 

Gloucester, Essex, Ipswich, Rowley, 

Revere, Newbury, Newburyport and 

Salisbury 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Franklin 

Northeastern 

bulrush 
Endangered Wetlands Montague, Warwick 

Dwarf 

wedgemussel 
Endangered Mill River Whately 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Hampshire 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Hadley 

Puritan tiger beetle Threatened 
Sandy beaches along the Connecticut 

River 
Northampton and Hadley 

Dwarf 

wedgemussel 
Endangered Rivers and Streams. Hatfield, Amherst and Northampton 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Hampden 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Southwick 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Middlesex 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Groton 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Nantucket 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches Nantucket 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean Nantucket 

American burying 

beetle 
Endangered Upland grassy meadows Nantucket 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 
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1
Migratory only, scattered along the coast in small numbers  

 

-Eastern cougar and gray wolf are considered extirpated in Massachusetts. 

-Endangered gray wolves are not known to be present in Massachusetts, but dispersing individuals 

from source populations in Canada may occur statewide. 

-Critical habitat for the Northern Red-bellied Cooter is present in Plymouth County.  

COUNTY SPECIES 
FEDERAL 

STATUS 
GENERAL LOCATION/HABITAT TOWNS 

Plymouth 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches 
Scituate, Marshfield, Duxbury, Plymouth, 

Wareham and Mattapoisett 

Northern Red-

bellied Cooter 
Endangered Inland Ponds and Rivers 

Kingston, Middleborough, Carver, 

Plymouth, Bourne, Wareham, Halifax, 

and Pembroke 

Roseate Tern Endangered Coastal beaches and the Atlantic Ocean 
Plymouth, Marion, Wareham, and 

Mattapoisett. 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Suffolk 

Piping Plover Threatened Coastal Beaches Revere, Winthrop 

Red Knot
1
 Threatened 

Coastal Beaches and Rocky Shores, sand 

and mud flats 
Coastal Towns 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 

Worcester 

Small whorled 

Pogonia 
Threatened 

Forests with somewhat poorly drained 

soils and/or a seasonally high water table 
Leominster 

Northern Long-

eared Bat
 

Threatened 

Final 4(d) 

Rule 

Winter- mines and caves, Summer – wide 

variety of forested habitats 
Statewide 



From: William P. Short III
To: Lauren Glorioso (lauren.glorioso@state.ma.us); Melany Cheeseman (melany.cheeseman@state.ma.us)
Cc: Kevin Telford (ktelford@hullstreetenergy.com); Matthew Willis; Randall Osteen (rosteen@hullstreetenergy.com);

Michael Mann (mmann@hullstreetenergy.com); "Elisse Wright"
Subject: Dwight Project -- Mesa Information Request
Date: Monday, August 26, 2019 10:43:00 AM
Attachments: 01_Dwight_inforequform_elect.pdf

02_Check Payable to Comm. of MA - NHESP.pdf
03_Description of the Dwight Project.pdf
04_Major Components of Dwight Project.pdf
05_Site_Plan_Of_The_Facility.pdf
06_Aerial Photograph of Dwight Project (Small).pdf
07_Aerial Photograph of Dwight Project (Large).pdf
08_Aerial Photograph of Impoundment ZoE.pdf
09_Aerial Photograph of Bypassed Reach ZoE.pdf
10_Aerial Photograph of Tailrace ZoE.pdf
11_Springfield_12-31432.pdf

 
Melany,
 
Per my voicemail, my client, Central Rivers Power MA, LLC, needs a MESA letter for
its Dwight Project similar to the one that you wrote and Everose Schluter signed this
year in June for Indian Orchard Project.
 
Accordingly, attached please find the following documents that you should review
before preparing this letter for Dwight Project:
 

A completed MESA Information Request Form.
 

A copy of a check for $50.00 made payable to the “Comm. Of Ma – NHESP.”
 

A description of the Dwight Project area.
 

The location of the major components of the Dwight Project.
 

Site Plan of the Dwight Project.
 

A Google Earth aerial photograph of the Dwight Project from the confluence of
the tailrace and the bypassed reach of the Project with the Chicopee River to
the easternmost portion of the Dwight impoundment.
 

A Goggle Earth aerial photograph of the Dwight Project from the confluence of
the Connecticut River with the Chicopee River to the Chicopee Falls Dam.

 
A Goggle Earth aerial photograph of the Dwight Project from the easternmost
portion of the Dwight impoundment to the westernmost portion of the Dwight
impoundment (i.e., Dwight dam).  This photograph may be referred to as
“Impoundment ZoE.”
 

A Goggle Earth aerial photograph of the Dwight Project from the confluence of

mailto:w.shortiii@verizon.net
mailto:lauren.glorioso@state.ma.us
mailto:melany.cheeseman@state.ma.us
mailto:ktelford@hullstreetenergy.com
mailto:mwillis@hullstreetenergy.com
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mailto:mmann@hullstreetenergy.com
mailto:ewright@hullstreetenergy.com



MESA Information Request Form 
 
Please complete this form to request site-specific information from the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program 


(Please submit only one project per request form).   
           Please include a check for $50.00 made out to the Comm. of MA - NHESP


Requestor Information 
Name: 


City:  	    State:


Affiliation: 


Address: 


Daytime Phone: 	 Ext.


  Zip  Code:  


  Email address: 


Project Information 


Location:  	     Town:  


Project or Site Name: 


Name of Landowner or Project Proponent: 


Acreage of the Property: 


Description of Proposed Project and Current Site Conditions: (If necessary attach additional sheet) 


□	 Will this project be reviewed as a Notice of Intent by the local Conservation Commission? 
□	 Will this project be undergoing MEPA review for reasons other than rare species? 
□	 Have you enclosed the required copy of a USGS topographic map in the scale 1:24,000 or 1:25,000 (not copy 



reduced) with the site location clearly marked and centered on the copy page? (Copies of Natural Heritage Atlas 

pages are not accepted) 



Please mail this completed form and topographic map to: 


Regulatory Review 
 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
 
MA Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
 
1 Rabbit Hill Road  
 
Westborough, MA 01581 
 


Questions regarding this form should be directed according to the county that the property is located: 
Berkshire, Essex, Franklin, Hampshire, Hampden, Middlesex & Worcester Counties call: 508-389-6361 


Barnstable, Bristol, Dukes, Nantucket, Norfolk, Plymouth & Suffolk Counties call: 508-389-6364 


Persons requesting information will receive a written response within 30 days of receipt of all information 
required. Please do not ask for an expedited review. *If you are requesting information for habitat management or 
conservation purposes and you are a non-profit conservation group, government agency or working with a government 
agency please fill out a Data Release Form. 


June 2009 





		Text 1: William P. Short III

		Text 2: Consultant to Central Rivers Power MA LLC

		Text 3: P.O. Box 237173

		Text 4: New York 

		Text 5: New York

		Text 6: 10023-7173

		Text 7: (917) 206-0001

		Text 8: 

		Text 9: w.shortiii@verizon.net

		Text 10: Indian Orchard Project

		Text 11: Chicopee River At River Mile 0.9 - 1.5

		Text 12: City of Chicopee in Hampden County, Massachusetts.

		Text 13: Central Rivers Power MA LLC

		Text 14: 90 acres -- 39 acres of Deciduous Forest, 3 acres of Persistent Emergent Wetlands, 1 acre of Shrub Wetlands, 10 acres of Riprap and 37 acres of Open Water.

		Text 15: See Attached Sheets

		NOI Conservation Commission: Off

		MEPA review process: Off

		Enclosed copy of USGS topo map: Yes













DWIGHT PROJECT 
 


Description of the Facility 
 
 


The Dwight Project (the “Project”) is exempt from licensing by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) as Project No. 10675.  The Project is now owned by Central 
Rivers Power MA, LLC (“Central Rivers”).1  The Project is located in the City of Chicopee in 
Hampden County, Massachusetts, at approximate river mile 1.2 on the Chicopee River.  The 
powerhouse is located on the south bank of the Chicopee River.  The Project was constructed in 
1920.  The impoundment extends in a northeasterly direction.  In 1988, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission determined that the Chicopee River was a navigable waterway under its 
jurisdiction and ordered WMECO to prepare an application for Exemption from Licensing. 
 


The existing major project works include a stone masonry dam with a crest elevation of 
76.5 feet (NGVD), topped with 2.3-foot flashboards, an impoundment, a canal headgate house, a 
power canal, an intake structure for three operable penstocks, a powerhouse with three operable 
turbine/generating units, a tailrace channel (44.5 feet NGVD) and appurtenant facilities. 
 


The dam, which was built ca. 1860, crosses the Chicopee River in a roughly north-to-south 
direction, where the river is flowing west.  The dam consists of a 306-foot long spillway and 
abutments.  The northern abutment is constructed of cut stone and measures approximately 12 feet 
by 25 feet.  The stone masonry overflow spillway is 15 feet high by 306 feet long, with a permanent 
crest elevation of 76.5 feet.  Attached to the crest are 2.3 feet-high wooden flashboards with 
alternating sections removed to reduce vibration and noise.  The southern abutment is also 
constructed of cut stone, measures approximately 9 feet by 23 feet, and also serves as the north 
abutment of the headgate house. 


 
At normal pond elevation the Dwight Project impoundment extends approximately 1,500 


feet upstream of the dam.  At normal pond condition, the maximum surface area is approximately 
32 acres at El. 78.8 feet.  While the maximum useable storage of the reservoir is 70 acre-feet, given 
the run-of-river mode operation, there is no used storage capacity.  Normally (when the flashboards 
are out), Essential Power maintains 5 inches of spill over the crest of the dam.2   


  
The canal headgate house is a 57-foot-long by 12-foot-wide brick structure on a concrete 


foundation, housing the six intake gates that control the flow from the impoundment to the power 
canal.  The southern abutment of the canal headgate house is constructed of cut granite.  The six 
head gates are all of timber construction, 5.5 feet high by 8 feet wide. Each gate is equipped with 
a motor-driven rack and pinion operator. 


 
 


1 Until the late 1990s, the Project was owned by Western Massachusetts Electric Company (“WMECO”) when the 
Project was sold to Consolidated Edison Energy, Inc. (“CEEI”), an affiliate of Consolidated Edison Company of New 
York, Inc.  In 2008, the Project was sold to Essential Power.  Later, ownership was transferred to Central Rivers Power 
MA, LLC. 
2 Alternatively (when the flashboards are up), the permitted drawdown from the top of the flashboards is 3 inches.  At 
a three-inch drawdown, the used storage capacity is just 6 acre-feet. 







The approximately 80-feet wide power canal extends 1,500 feet from the headgates to the 
penstock intake structure.  The power canal extends another 1,500 feet further downstream where 
historically other industrial water users on the canal diverted the water from the downstream end 
of the canal.  The south wall of the canal is of concrete and masonry construction while the north 
wall is formed from masonry and rock ledge.  The canal is about 6 to 8 feet deep during normal 
operation.   


 
The intake structure is constructed of concrete and measures approximately 69 feet by 22 


feet.  Steel trashracks span 54 feet of the north wall of the canal, across the three operable 
penstocks.  A rail-mounted trash rake traverses the intake.  Three float-activated, wooden, 8-feet-
diameter gates are operated by rack-and-pinion operators. 


 
Three operable penstocks lead through a manufacturing complex to the existing units at the 


Project.  The steel penstocks are 7 feet in diameter and 168 feet long. 
 


The powerhouse measures 42 feet by 74 feet, with a brick superstructures and concrete 
substructure.  The powerhouse was built in 1920 to contain three turbines-generator units that 
replaced the existing hydromechanical units at the site.  The present generating capacity is 1.464 
MW.  The powerhouse was shut down in 1973, pending extensive repairs and was rehabilitated in 
1980.  The powerhouse was again shutdown in September 2013 and was not returned to full-time 
service until December 2016.  Flow from the three operable turbines is discharged directly north 
into the Chicopee River.  The normal tailrace elevation is 44.5 feet. 
 


The powerhouse’s 480 Volt generator bus is connected via a 480-volt circuit breaker and 
non-segregated phase bus duct to a 2.500 MVA transformer located adjacent to the powerhouse.  
This transformer steps the voltage from 480 volts to 13.8 KV for connection to the WMECO 13.8 
KV distribution system.   


 
The Dwight Project is situated downstream of five other hydroelectric facilities located on 


the Chicopee River3 as well as other dams on the Ware, Swift and Quaboag Rivers.4  Three of the 
five upstream hydroelectric facilities on the Chicopee River are owned and operated by Essential 
Power – Indian Orchard Project (P-10678), Putts Bridge (P-10677) and Red Bridge Projects (P-
10676).  The Project drains an area of 718 square miles. 


 
Immediately upstream of the Project is Chicopee Falls Dam (P-6522) and between Putts 


Bridge (P-10677) and Red Bridge (P-10676) is Collins Hydro Project (P-6544).  The Project and 
the other Essential Power dams on the Chicopee River have little to no control over their inflows.  
Collins Hydro and Chicopee Falls dams5 are owned by unrelated entities as are all of the 
hydroelectric projects on the upstream tributaries of the Chicopee River. 
 


 
3 The order of the hydroelectric dams, starting with the lowest dam, on the Chicopee River is Dwight Station Project 
(P-10675) river mile 1.2, Chicopee Falls Project (P-6522) river mile 3.0, Indian Orchard Project (P-10678) river mile 
7.8, Putts Bridge Project (P-10677) river mile 9.2, Collins Hydro Project (P-6544) river mile 12.6 and Red Bridge 
Project (P-10676) river mile 15.2. 
4 For example, the first dam on the Ware River is Thorndike Dam river mile 20.5 while the first dam on the Swift 
River is the Upper Bondsville Dam river mile 20.1. (No dams were identified on the Quaboag River). 
5 The owners of the Collins Hydro and Chicopee Falls projects are also unrelated to each other. 







Based upon inflow into the Project, Dwight is normally6 operated in a run-of-river mode 
by maintaining 5 inches of spill over the crest of the dam.7  The station is operated automatically 
by float controls.  The operating mode of the Dwight project does not change during dry, mean or 
high-water years.  As flows vary at the Project, the number of turbines operating and the duration 
of operation changes, increasing and decreasing the amount of generation realized. 


 


 
6 For example, when the flashboards are out. 
7 When the flashboards are up, Essential Power is permitted to utilize the useable storage capacity (6 acre-feet) 
afforded by a year-round 0.25 foot drawdown from the top of the flashboards. 








DWIGHT PROJECT 
 


Locations of Major Items of the Facility 
 
 


The major components of the Dwight Project may be viewed on Goggle Earth and may be 
found at the following latitudes and longitudes: 
 
 


Facility Latitude Longitude 
   


a 306-foot long cut stone dam 420 08’58.81” N 720 35’50.51” W 
a 1,500-foot long impoundment 420 08’59.90” N 720 36’00.38” W 
a canal headgate house 420 08’58.10” N 720 36’01.03” W 
a 3,000-foot long power canal 420 08’56.70” N 720 36’19.04” W 
an intake structure  420 08’56.47” N 720 36’38.15” W 
penstocks 420 08’57.65” N 720 36’38.90” W 
a brick and concrete 
powerhouse 


420 08’58.04” N 720 36’39.38” W 


a tailrace 420 08’58.94” N 720 36’39.22” W 
 


 






































 
 
 
June 24, 2019 


 
William Short 
PO Box 237173 
New York NY 10023-7173 
 
RE:         Project Location: Chicopee River at River Mile 7.6-8.6 


Town: SPRINGFIELD, LUDLOW 
NHESP Tracking No.: 12-31432 


 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the MA Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife (the “Division”) for information regarding state-listed rare species in the vicinity of 
the above referenced site.  Based on the information provided (aerial imagery with major features 
labeled), at this time the project sites Indian Orchard Bypassed Reach ZoE & Indian Orchard Tailrace 
ZoE are not mapped as Priority or Estimated Habitat.  The project site Indian Orchard Impoundment 
ZoE is located within Priority Habitat 990 (PH 990) and Estimated Habitat 778 (EH 778) as indicated in 
the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (14th Edition) for the following state-listed rare species: 
 


Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Bird Threatened 


 
The species listed above is protected under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (M.G.L. 
c. 131A) and its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00).  State-listed wildlife are also protected 
under the state’s Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) (M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) and its implementing regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00).  Fact sheets for most state-listed rare species can be found on our website 
(www.mass.gov/nhesp). 
   
Please note that projects and activities located within Priority and/or Estimated Habitat must be 
reviewed by the Division for compliance with the state-listed rare species protection provisions of MESA 
(321 CMR 10.00) and/or the WPA (310 CMR 10.00).   
 
Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) 
If the project site is within Estimated Habitat and a Notice of Intent (NOI) is required, then a copy of the 
NOI must be submitted to the Division so that it is received at the same time as the local conservation 
commission.  If the Division determines that the proposed project will adversely affect the actual 
Resource Area habitat of state-protected wildlife, then the proposed project may not be permitted (310 
CMR 10.37, 10.58(4)(b) & 10.59).  In such a case, the project proponent may request a consultation with 
the Division to discuss potential project design modifications that would avoid adverse effects to rare 
wildlife habitat.  
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A streamlined joint MESA/WPA review process is available.  When filing a Notice of Intent (NOI), the 
applicant may file concurrently under the MESA on the same NOI form and qualify for a 30-day 
streamlined joint review.  For a copy of the NOI form, please visit the MA Department of Environmental 
Protection’s website:  https://www.mass.gov/how-to/wpa-form-3-wetlands-notice-of-intent. 
 
MA Endangered Species Act (MESA) 
If the proposed project is located within Priority Habitat and is not exempt from review (see 321 CMR 
10.14), then project plans, a fee, and other required materials must be sent to Natural Heritage 
Regulatory Review to determine whether a probable Take under the MA Endangered Species Act would 
occur (321 CMR 10.18).  Please note that all proposed and anticipated development must be disclosed, 
as MESA does not allow project segmentation (321 CMR 10.16).  For a MESA filing checklist and 
additional information please see our website: https://www.mass.gov/regulatory-review.     
 
We recommend that rare species habitat concerns be addressed during the project design phase prior 
to submission of a formal MESA filing, as avoidance and minimization of impacts to rare species and 
their habitats is likely to expedite endangered species regulatory review.   
 
This evaluation is based on the most recent information available in the Natural Heritage database, 
which is constantly being expanded and updated through ongoing research and inventory. If the 
purpose of your inquiry is to generate a species list to fulfill the federal Endangered Species Act (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) information requirements for a permit, proposal, or authorization of any kind from a 
federal agency, we recommend that you contact the National Marine Fisheries Service at (978)281-9328 
and use the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Information for Planning and Conservation website 
(https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac). If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Melany 
Cheeseman, Endangered Species Review Assistant, at (508) 389-6357. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
 
 


 



https://www.mass.gov/how-to/wpa-form-3-wetlands-notice-of-intent

https://www.mass.gov/regulatory-review

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac





the tailrace and the bypassed reach with the Chicopee River to the spillway of
the Dwight dam. This photograph may be referred to as “Bypassed Reach
ZoE.”

 
A Goggle Earth aerial photograph of the Dwight Project from the confluence of
the tailrace and the bypassed reach with the Chicopee River to powerhouse of
the Dwight dam. This photograph may be referred to as “Tailrace Reach ZoE.”
 

A letter signed by Everose Schluter for the Indian Orchard Project in which
Everose supplied me with similar information for the Indian Orchard Project
portion of the Chicopee River.  We would like a letter in a similar format with the
NHESP response divided into three parts, each corresponding to the
aforementioned ZoEs.
 

In the next day or two, I will be mailing to your offices in Westborough, Massachusetts
a complete set of these documents, including a check for $50.00 to cover the cost of
performing this research and writing a reply letter.
 
Upon your review of my e-mail and its attachments, please do not hesitate to give me
a call to discuss any open items that Everose or you might have.
 
In advance, I thank you for your cooperation.
 
Bill Short
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
September 13, 2019 
 
William Short 
PO Box 237173 
New York NY 10023-7173 
 
RE:         Project Location: Dwight Project; Chicopee River at River Mile 0.9-1.5 

Town: CHICOPEE 
NHESP Tracking No.: 13-32119 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the MA Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife (the “Division”) for information regarding state-listed rare species in the vicinity of 
the above referenced site.  Based on the information provided, the Division has determined that at this 
time the Dwight Project sites: Impoundment ZoE, Bypassed Reach ZoE, and Tailrace Reach ZoE are not 
mapped as Priority or Estimated Habitat. 
 
This evaluation is based on the most recent information available in the Natural Heritage database, 
which is constantly being expanded and updated through ongoing research and inventory.  If you have 
any questions regarding this letter please contact Melany Cheeseman, Endangered Species Review 
Assistant, at (508) 389-6357. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Everose Schlüter, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
 
 

 



Army Corps of Engineers1 
Brian Valiton; (978) 318-8166 

Brian.E.Valiton@usace.army.mil 
 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Ralph Abele; (617) 918-1629 

abele.ralph@epa.gov 
 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Jon Cofrancesco; (202) 502-8901 

Jon.confrancesco@ferc.gov 
 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission – New York Regional Office 
Gerald L. Cross, Regional Engineer; (212) 273-5911 

gerald.cross@ferc.gov 
 

Fish and Wildlife Service  
Melissa Grader; (413) 548-9138, x-124 

Melissa_Grader@fws.gov 
 

Fish and Wildlife Service 
John Warner; (603) 223-2541, x-15 

john_warner@fws.gov 
 

National Marine Fisheries Service  
Marjorie Mooney; (978) 281-9175 

Marjorie.Mooney-Seus@noaa.gov 
 

National Park Service, Rivers and Special Studies Branch 
Kevin Mendik; (617) 223-5299 

kevin_mendik@nps.gov 
 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Albert N. Averill, Jr.; (413) 253-4382 

al.averill@ma.usda.gov 
 
 

 
1 Those entities highlighted in RED supplied comments on the Dwight’s Application for Exemption from License. 
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Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Edward M. Lambert, Jr.; (617) 626-1250 

mass.parks@state.ma.us 
 

Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game 
John P. Sheppard; (617) 727-1843 

jack.sheppard@state.ma.us 
 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Robert D. Kubit; (508) 767-2854 

robert.kubit@state.ma.us 
 

Massachusetts Division of Ecological Restoration 
Russell Cohen; (617) 626-1543 

russ.cohen@state.ma.us 
 

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
Caleb Slater; (508) 389-6331 

caleb.slater@state.ma.us 
 

Massachusetts Historical Commission (SHPO) 
Brona Simon; (617) 727-8470 

mhc@sec.state.ma.us 
 

American Rivers 
Brian Graber; (202) 347-7550 

bgraber@americanrivers.org 
 

American Whitewater 
Mark Singleton: (828) 586-1930 

mark@americanwhitewater.org 
 

Appalachian Mountain Club 
Ken Kimball; (no telephone listing) 

kkimball@outdoors.org 
 

Conservation Law Foundation 
Zak Griefen; (802) 223-5992 

zgriefen@clf.org 
 

Connecticut River Watershed Council  
Andrea F. Donlon, M.S.; (413) 772-2020 

mailto:mass.parks@state.ma.us
mailto:jack.sheppard@state.ma.us
mailto:robert.kubit@state.ma.us
mailto:russ.cohen@state.ma.us
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crwc@ctriver.org 
 

Pioneer Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
Gary Metras; (no telephone listing) 

gmetras3324@charter.net 
 

Trout Unlimited 
Jeff Reardon; (207) 622-2273 

jreardon@tu.org 
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Dwight Dam 
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Dwight Impoundment 
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Tailrace (on the left) with Powerhouse  (on the right) 
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Powerhouse 
(with Substation on top of Powerhouse) 
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Minimum Flow Discharge 
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Gatehouse  
(Downstream Side) 
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Power Canal  
(Looking Downstream) 
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Transformer 
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Bypassed Reach  
(Looking Upstream Toward Dam) 
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Confluence of Tailrace and Spillway 
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Intake Structure  
(Includes Forebay, Penstocks & Trackracks  
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Power Canal  
(Looking Upstream) 
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Power Canal  
(Looking Upstream) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
14 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Power Canal  

(Looking Downstream) 
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Nature Trail Next to Power Canal 
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