
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLACK BEAR LAKE HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 
 

NO. 10440 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT ‘F’ 



D. Watershed Protection 
 
 
Although there is no formal watershed protection plan, the licensee meets annually with 
the U.S. Forest Service, Craig Ranger District (USFS) to discuss the Project, the 
environment, and any issues the USFS may have; a copy of the 2005 annual meeting 
confirmation letter from the USFS is enclosed. In this way the watershed is protected, 
both by having an annual meeting to discuss any issues and because of the lakes remote 
location, access is limited and development cannot take place without federal 
involvement. This provides a buffer from man and provides fish and wildlife habitat 
protection, maintains the aesthetics and has a minimum buffer of approximately 4 miles 
from development, other than the hydroelectric project. 
 
The south half of Black Bear Lake is under federal management by the U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS). The northern half of the lake is under private ownership by the native 
corporation, SEALASKA; see the enclosed map. This remote alpine lake has a recreation 
cabin at the south end which is managed and maintained by the USFS. This is generally a 
fly-in destination, which is popular in S.E. Alaska because of the numerous private pilots 
there. 
 
Originally, the recreation mitigation plan of the Project license involved constructing a 
recreation trail around one side of the lake from the Project headworks to the USFS 
cabin. However, once USFS personnel walked the route it was determined to be too steep 
and difficult and therefore cost prohibitive to construct a trail, particularly to USFS 
standards. Recreation mitigation was eventually moved off site and is currently proposed 
for the east side of Prince of Wales Island. A collection agreement was recently signed 
between the USFS and the licensee and funds transferred to the USFS to construct a 
cabin in 2006; a copy of which is enclosed. 
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ATTACHMENT ‘G’ 



E. Threatened and Endangered Species Protection 
 
 
Enclosed is the part of the Final Environmental Assessment dealing with Threatened and 
Endangered Species. No federally proposed or listed threatened or endangered species are 
known to occur in the project area. 
 
In addition, enclosed is a FERC order approving the annual monitoring plan for spotted 
frogs that were to be studied to see if any existed in the Project area, being a sensitive 
species to the FS. The order states, “Because no spotted frogs were found in the project 
area, further protection plans and monitoring plans are not required at this time.” The 
order also states, “Both FWS and the FS had no comments or suggestions as a result of 
the study according to letters dated January 4, 1994 and February 4, 1994, respectively.” 
 
Also enclosed is a copy of the January 2000 license amendment that reduces the 
transmission line length to 4.5 miles. The reason for this is that the transmission line grid 
on the island grew and became more than just the Project transmission line as diesel 
generation facilities also use these lines to supply power to remote communities 
connected to this grid. 
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ORDER APPROVING ANNUAL MONITORING PLAN 
FOR SPOTTED FROGS 
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JANUARY 2000 
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ATTACHMENT ‘H’ 



F. Cultural Resource Protection 
 
 
Enclosed is the Conclusions and Recommendations of the archaeological investigation 
report that was included in the license application appendices. No significant 
archaeological or historical sites were discovered either during the archaeological survey 
or during the pre-field literature search or during interviews held with several persons 
especially knowledgeable about area history. A cultural resource management plan would 
only have been developed if archaeological or historical sites were discovered, though 
none were. 
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