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APPENDIX C 

 

Winchendon Hydroelectric Project  

 

Fish Passage and Protection 
 
“1) Is the Facility in Compliance with Mandatory Fish Passage Prescriptions for upstream and 
downstream passage of anadromous and catadromous fish issued by Resource Agencies after December 
31, 1986?”  

 

The Facility is in compliance with mandatory fish passage prescriptions for upstream and 

downstream passage of anadromous and catadromous fish issued by resource agencies after 

December 31, 1986. 

    

Section 30(c) of the Federal Power Act and Section 408 of the Energy Security Act 

require the inclusion in the Hunts Dam exemption from licensing, all terms and conditions that 

are prescribed by state and federal fish and wildlife agencies to prevent loss of, or damage to fish 

and wildlife resources.   

 

Agency comments with respect fish passage and protection are as follow: 
 

 Agency Comments of the original FERC Exemption (see Appendix 1-6-1 for Original 

Exemption) state: 

 

1. “The Exemptee shall provide fish passage facilities at this project when 

prescribed by the Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the Massachusetts Division of 

Fisheries and Wildlife. Design, construction and operation of the fish-passage 

facilities will be the responsibility of the Exemptee; however, approval of the 

design by the Fish and Wildlife Service will be necessary. Any additional 

instantaneous flows for operation of these facilities will be provided by the 

Exemptee, as prescribed by the Fish and Wildlife Service.” 

 

 Agency Comments from the 2013 FERC Amendment (see Appendix C-1-2 for 

Amendment) state: 

 

1. Prior to filing the amendment application with the Commission, the Exemptee 

consulted with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the Massachusetts 

Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (Massachusetts DFW). Both agencies stated 

they had no objections to the proposed changes, with the understanding that the 

hydraulic capacity and the minimum flow requirement were not being altered. 

 

 On March 28, 2013 Melissa Grader of the US Fish and Wildlife Service wrote: “Fish 

Passage - The FWS terms and conditions require that the Exemptee provide fish passage 
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facilities when prescribed by the FWS and/or MA DFW. To date, neither agency has 

triggered this fish passage requirement through the FERC process. As O’Connell is well 

aware, efforts are underway to implement passage for the American eel at the first project 

on the river (O’Connell’s New Home Project). However, WH does not expect to trigger 

eel passage at the Hunts Pond Project (which is well upstream of New Home with a 

number of dams in between) within the term of any initial LIHI certification.” Please 

refer to Appendix C-1-2 for the USFW document. 

 

On April 23, 2013 Caleb Slater of the MADFW wrote: “2)  There are no current fish passage 

requirements, however we would like a commitment to upstream and downstream passage 

protections for American eel when determined to be necessary by the Division and/or USFWS.” 

Please refer to Appendix C-1-3 for the MADFW document. 

 

Fish Passage and Protection related responses are identified in the attached supporting 

documentation by box or tag. 

 

Appendix C Fish Passage and Protection – 

Index to Supporting Documents 

  1-6-1  2/19/1985 FERC Exemption 

C-1-1  8/22/2013 FERC Amendment 

C-1-2  USF&W Email dated 3/28/2013 

C-1-3  MADF&W Email dated 4/23/2013 
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C-1-1 FERC Amendment dated 8/22/2013 
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C-1-2 USF&W Email dated 3/28/2013 

 



LIHI Certification Application 

Hunts Pond Dam 

Submitted by Owner: Winchendon Hydroelectric LLC 

Appendix C - Page 11 of 12 

3/11/2014 

 

 

Fish 

Passage & 

Protection 

Related 

Comment 



LIHI Certification Application 

Hunts Pond Dam 

Submitted by Owner: Winchendon Hydroelectric LLC 

Appendix C - Page 12 of 12 

3/11/2014 

 

C-1-3 MADF&W Email dated 4/23/2013 
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